
Visit our website for lots more information and photos 

www.sunnymede-jun.ik.org 

 Mon16th April: summer 

term begins 

 Mon 16th April: 

Optional homework 

projects due in 

 Tues 17th April: Y6 trip 

to Harry Potter World 

 Weds 26th April: Y4 

Anti-Bullying Workshop 

Session 1 

 Fri 20th April: Y3 Maths 

Workshop for Parents 

9:00am 

 Mon  23rd April : Y4  

Maths Workshop for 

Parents 9:00 am 

 Tues 24th April: Y5 / 6 

Maths Workshop for 

Parents 9:00 am 

 Mon 30th April: Y4 

SMSC Trip to The 

National Gallery  

Read on for  

summer term diary dates 

With it being the shortest term of the academic year, it feels like the 

spring  term has flown by.  Nevertheless, we ploughed ahead with an 

extensive  programme of learning and enrichment activities for our 

wonderful pupils, and we hope you enjoy reading the rest of this 

newsletter to find out what we have been up to in such a short space of 

time.  

 

Highlights for us included the  Year 4 djembe drumming presentation to 

parents, along with the  author assembly and presentation as part of 

Book Week. As well as the Year 5 and 6  trip to the Life Expo and a Year 

4 Egyptian theme day, our year 3 pupils enjoyed a trip to Colchester 

Castle and our Year 6 classes took part in healthy living workshops. We 

also squeezed in a Growth Mindset morning and anti-racist workshops 

for our Year 4 and 5 pupils, as well as our annual BSMA  music festival 

at the Towngate Theatre.   

 

Over the coming term, we have a number of events coming up; please 

check out the new diary dates for the summer term, including open 

evening, sports day and the Year 6 leavers’ show.  At our open evening 

we will have an art exhibition, where all children will contribute a work of 

art that can be purchased on the evening. Our Year 6 pupils will be 

taking their SATs in May and dates for different tests can also be found in 

the diary dates. Year group newsletters setting out the curriculum content 

for the summer term will be uploaded to the website shortly and sent via 

Parent mail.  

 

Last week, all children brought home an invitation for Maths workshops 

for parents that will be taking place early on in the spring term.  We very 

much hope you will be able to come along to these sessions; the dates 

for each year group are at the back of this newsletter and in the pink box 

on the right hand side of this page. 

 

We wish you all a  wonderful Easter and hope you have plenty of time to 

relax and enjoy the longer days and warmer weather. Let’s hope we will 

have sun rather than snow! 
 

We wish all our families a  very enjoyable Easter 

holiday. We hope you have lots of fun with friends and 

family. The summer term starts on  

Monday 16th April  
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Fundraising for Sports Relief...  
It was lovely to see so many children getting active for sport relief. Well done to 

everyone who donated—we raised  £222.65. Mrs Morris planned 

some excellent  and fun fitness workshops for the children, 

delivered by Lucy, a qualified gym instructor at David Lloyd.  The  

Daily Mile was adapted so that pupils travelled round the 

playground in different ways: Y4 ‘waked like an Egyptian’, Y3  

skipped, Y6 side-stepped and  Y5 bounced balls. Yes, Y4 looked 

the funniest!  To finish off, the children had fun dressing in sports 

attire on Friday. Mrs Branch thought those wearing the Arsenal 

tops looked the best!  It was a great week, all in aid of an 

excellent cause. Well done everyone!  

 

Most Improved… 

In our end of term celebration assembly, the following children received awards for being 

the most improved mathematician, writer or having the most improved handwriting. All the 

children listed made  big strides in their learning. Well done to you all! 

    

 

 

Class Most Improved  
WRITER 

Most Improved  
HANDWRITER 

Most Improved  
MATHEMATICIAN 

3A Charlie C Noah C Booke G 

3H Marie K Jack S Darrel B 

3S Sade M Charler H Lennon P 

4HP Jessica W Callum C Phillippa D 

4T Emily M Ruby B Aaron D 

5H Pippa S James E Samuel P 

5L Charlie B Eleanor L-S Alfie G 

6M Freya V Ellie C Olivia T 

6W Evie F Miles  Finley C 

 Class 3A 

Evita V 

Stefany D 

Brogan B-K 

Brayden E 

Class 3H 

Daniel L 

Hannah C 

Layla C 

Lucy E  

Class 3S 

Ava L 

Sade M 

Albert B 

Amy P 

Class 4HP 

Ryan U 

Jasmine C 

Stevi P 

Leon E 

Class 4T 

Sophie F 

Lucy  S-F 

Harley H-B 

Billy W 

Class 5H 

  Charlie B 

Henry B 

Cassie S 

Evie F 

Class 5L 

Robyn A 

Isabella H 

Mia W 

Alfie G 

 

Class 6M 

Erin P 

Emma Z 

Billy W 

Alfie D 

 

Class 6W 

Charlie R 

Ellie M 

Finley C 

Mackenzie W 

Well done to all these  children who have  received  a Headteacher’s award  this month 



Year 3  - Colchester Castle Visit 

On Thursday 22nd March, Year 3 visited Colchester Castle to help with our learning about the 

Romans. We were able to build a Roman villa, explore ancient artefacts and visit the foundations of 

the castle. During our tour of the castle, we tried on shields, made a mosaic and even had a chariot 

race! Alongside all of this, we also visited the prisons within the castle. Overall, we had a very 

historical and enjoyable day.   

 

 

 

 

A number of children in Year 6 participated in the 
Bikeability  training this term.  Well done to all those 
who achieved their bikeability qualification, weathering 
the rain to demonstrate Growth mindset and real 
resilience. Well done! 

What’s new     
on our  

website? 
 
 

 
A number of policies have been 
updated on our school website: 
 

Attendance and Punctuality policy 

Medicine policy 

Health and Safety and Wellbeing policy 

Science policy 

Dinner money payment policy 

Anti-Bullying policy 

Equality and community Cohesion policy 

Drug Awareness and Incident policy  

E-Safety and Data Security policy 

Tackling Radicalisation and Extremism 
policy  

 

We urge you to read our policies so 
you understand expectations and 

school procedures.  Hard copies of 
policies are available to view in the 

school office. 
              

We are delighted to have had our Healthy 

Schools Award re-validated for another three 

years. The Healthy Schools is external 

validation that, through our broad and 

balanced curriculum, we help our children to 

grow healthily, safely and responsibly.  

Y6 Healthy Eating  

Workshop  

On 13th March, year 6 had a visit from Ace, an NHS 
service, promoting healthy lifestyles.  The children 
learnt about respect and being unique, what it 
means to be healthy, the Eatwell plate- looking at 
food groups and what they provide our bodies 
with... and the sour truth about sugar! 
 

Olivia T said, "It was interesting learning that the 
recommended sugar allowance was only 7 tea-
spoons a day. It has made me look at the foods  
I eat, to make sure that I have 7 teaspoons or  
less of sugar. My dad helps me to look at the food  
             labels to work it out."  
 

Lewis P said that he learnt that sugar  
free drink mostly have  

chemicals  
instead of sugar! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had an amazing week promoting reading, starting with World Book Day.  The children dressed up as 
characters from books by female authors and we saw many fabulous characters that we would not usually see.  
Our author assembly and workshops were excellent; Mitch Johnson shared his passion for reading and writing in a 
fun way, also sharing his commitment to human rights around the world. We also held a book quiz and the overall 
winners were Mayflower.  Well done to the children who took part and congratulations to the ‘bookworms’ amongst 
us!  We are overjoyed at the children's enthusiasm for the Million Minutes competition.  As a school, we read for 
more that 75,000 minutes over the course of the week….incredible.  Well done to all our children and keep up that 
reading over Easter!  

PTA Anagram Easter Hunt  
 

Once again, our  PTA kindly organised an Easter activity for our 
children. Thank you Mrs O’Brien, Mrs Paul, Mrs Earp and Mrs 

Fairweather. Whilst the weather wasn’t at its finest, the children still 
managed to have lots of fun hunting for the Easter anagrams. There 

was one winner in each class,  who got a little treat from the PTA 
Easer bunny!  

 
The PTA has continued to work really hard on behalf of our children; 
they  enjoyed yet another great disco last Friday. Children also had 
an opportunity to buy some lovely gifts for Mother’s Day. Further 
events are planned for the summer term, including a Go Bonkers 

inflatable fun session after school on Friday 8th June and the PTA    
                 summer Fayre at the Saturday 7th July. 

 
These events can only be a success when people volunteer their help. The more people who can volunteer 

in any way they can, the better the events we can offer the children. This may be helping to organise an 
event, attending an event, wrapping presents or even donating a prize for a raffle.  Any help is much 

appreciated. See below for the email address if you can help, particularly at the summer fayre.   
 

Email: sunnymedepta@gmail.com  
or phone the school reception 

 

Winners of the Eater Egg Hunt 

3S—Kristen L 

3A—Erin M 

3H—Finlay L 

4HP—Daisy M 

4T—Jensen T 

5L—Groegie P 

5H—Jack G 

6M—Hope H 

6W—Maddie V  

     Best costume winners                                                                                                    visiting author signing books  

Fabulous outfits 



 
Sunnymede is a diverse school and 
we value everyone for who they are.  
 
In partnership with Southend United 
Educational Trust, our Year 4 and 5 
pupils had a day of anti-racism 
themed workshops led by the 
educational charity, 'Show Racism 
the Red Card'. This workshop 
explored issues of diversity and 
linked perfectly with our school 
values of respect and tolerance. The 
children watched a video of people 
who had suffered racism and the 
impact it has had on their lives. In 
the film, Ryan Giggs, footballer, 
talked about how he suffered racism 
in his younger years. This workshop 
followed on perfectly from our recent 
assembly on respecting difference 
and understanding disability. The 
children went on to have class 
based workshops and a sport 
related workshop to explore the 
theme of diversity more closely. At 
Sunnymede Junior School, we value 
every child and their differences. It's 
what makes this school so fabulous!  

Years 5 and 6 Life Expo trip to Billericay Baptist Church 
 
On Wednesday 21st March, as part of our curriculum learning about 
Christianity, year 6 visited Billericay Baptist Church to learn about the 
beliefs of Christians , he life of Jesus and different aspects of their religion.  
Freya V in Y6 said, " It was modern because we used technology to help us 
learn about Jesus' life." 
Hope commented,  "We learnt a lot of facts about Jesus  but in a fun way." 

Year 5 

 Firstsite 

Art Gallery 

Last week, Year five went on their SMSC trip to  the 
Firstsite art gallery in Colchester. As well as looking 
at the various exhibitions, both classes took part in a 
hands-on workshop linked to the  gallery’s 
‘Britishness Project’ which explores national identity 
through art. Class 5H made sculptures of  British 
landmarks, whilst 5L made paintings using dead fish!  

http://www.theredcard.org/


B S M A 

 Walk Like an Egyptian….. 
 

Year 4 had an excellent day when Portals to the Past visited for 

our Egyptian theme day.   We learnt so many new things from 
Mark, especially when he showed us artefacts.  Our favourite 

was the little jug, which every 
household had, with the god Bes 

on.  He was the protector of the family 
and had funny hair.  We played a 
great game called Hounds and 
Jackals and enjoyed making our own 

versions of it 
for a 
homework 

challenge.  In the afternoon, we  re-
enacted the mummification of the 
pharaoh.  Some children were chosen to 
be the different priests, including the 

mummy wrapping priests.  Jessica was 
not too keen on removing the pharaoh's 
'liver'!   We had the different 
ceremonies and the new pharaoh, Brooke,  celebrated with a 

'hunt'.  We all enjoyed throwing the foam javelins to knock down 
the animals! Everyone looked fabulous in their Egyptian 
costumes; thank you to all children and parents for the effort they 

put into this. 

Our summer term menu 

will be commencing after 

Easter with some lovely 

new additions alongside 

some old favourites. This 

has been sent via 

parentmail and is also 

available on our website. 

Thank you to our 

fabulous kitchen staff 

who work so hard to  

feed healthy and tasty 

meals to our children.  



B S M A 

 Musical Memories….. 

 

BSMA Music Festival 
 

After nearly a year in planning and four months of practising 
and rehearsals, Sunnymede Choir and Orchestra performed 
at The Towngate Theatre on the 14th and 15th March.  Our 
theme this year was ‘Music around the World’, with songs 
from countries such as Australia, Africa, England and France, to name a few.  The standard of 
performance this year was excellent, as was the behaviour from all of our children.  I am 
always very proud of the Sunnymede children involved, including Erin and Freya W did 
excellent solo readings to a packed house and Freya V and  Hope wowed with their singing in 
the small choir.  The BSMA is a wonderful opportunity for our pupils to showcase their talent 
but it is also a great opportunity to work in partnership with choirs from our local schools. We 
thank Mrs Pye for co-ordinating the event. Well done everyone! 

 
 Year 4 

 Djembe  
Drumming  

 
 
 
 

This term the children of Year 4 have been taught to play the djembe drum by our regular 
tutor, Liam Grey.  This service, which is provided by Essex Music Services, is such a brilliant 
opportunity for the children, who benefit greatly from the experience.  Their enthusiasm and 
excitement is very clear to see in every session and they performed perfectly in our 
performance on the 21st March.  

 
Recorder Group Infant Assembly…. 
 

Last week Sunnymede Recorder Group was invited to perform some songs to the Infant 
School during their assembly.  We played ‘If you’re happy and you know it’, ‘Hot cross Buns’ 
and ‘Folk Round’.  The infants all joined in with singing and clapping and seemed to enjoy our 
playing.  Our children have also been invited to help Miss Paulson with her recorder club 
starting next term, a wonderful opportunity for them.  Good work children!  

SPORTS ROUND UP 

Sadly, the bad weather has impacted on the sporting events we have been able to participate in 
this term Some of our Year 5 pupils had the opportunity to attend a trampolining workshop at 
Billericay School , giving them a chance to experience a new sport. Well done to our Year five 
boys  who took part in a mini football tournament at Mayflower High School where they came 5th 
and also to the Year 5/6 girls.  The girls really enjoyed wearing their new football kits and are 
looking forward to playing more matches. Unfortunately their training session with Lee Chapel 
was cancelled due to the bad weather. 



The majority of our families take attendance very seriously and ensure their children come to school regularly 

and on time, making sure they receive the full education they are entitled to and helping us to work towards 

our target. These pupils will typically have an attendance of 96% but usually  higher. Well done to all those 

children who have attendance over that. We even have some pupils whose attendance is outstanding and they 

are on course to achieve 100% attendance by the end of the year. For those pupils, this will be acknowledged 

by our governors at the end of the year.  

 

We strongly encourage good attendance and there is a correlation between a pupil’s attendance and 

punctuality and their attainment and well-being, so please do make sure your child arrives on time and they 

attend school regularly. We have recently updated our Attendance Policy and this can be found on the policy 

page of our school website (under the information tab). It is worth reading and looking at the  table in the 

Appendix that shows the impact of poor attendance and lateness on your child. Your child’s attendance 

should be at least 96%,unless there are particular health reasons that would prevent this.  

 

Did you know that if your child’s attendance rate is 95% over  a year, this means they have lost the equivalent 

of nine and a half days of learning? 

 

Did you also know that if your child arrives at school after 9:30 am, register has closed and they will get an 

unauthorised absence mark for half a day ? 

 

So far our attendance figures  for this year show the classes above to have the highest attendance; well done!  

We hope to achieve our attendance target by the end of the year by all working together to achieve it.  

Parent View asks for  your opinion on 12 

aspects of your child’s school, from the 

quality of teaching, the curriculum, and 

behaviour. Parent View is one of the tools 

OFSTED will use when considering which 

schools to inspect, and when. By sharing 

your views, you’ll be helping us to improve 

the school. You can find the link to Parent 

View by going to the ’Useful Links’ tab on the 

bottom right hand corner of the school 

website.   

Ofsted expects attendance of every 

child  to be at least 96%. As a 

school, who has always prided our-

selves on good attendance. 

 

OUR OWN SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

TARGET  HAS BEEN SET AT 97.2% 

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance 

since  

September 

Joint 1st 3A 96.8% 

Joint 1st 5L 96.8% 

3rd 3S 96.5% 

 
Whole School Attendance Overall  to March 2018  = 95.9%  



Date Time Event 
Mon 16th April 8:55 am Summer term begins for pupils 

Mon 16th  April - Optional homework projects due in (all year groups) 

Tues 17th April All day Y6 Trip to Harry Potter World 

Weds 18th April  Y4 Anti-Bullying Workshop—session 1 

Weds 18th April 11:00-12:30 Class 3S  / half of 3A Billericay School Gymnastic event  

Fri 20th April 9:30am Y4 Swimming Begins 

Fri 20th April 9:00am Y3 Maths Workshop for Parents 

Mon 23rd April 2:00pm PTA Meeting  (Junior School) 

Mon 23rd April 9:00am Y4 Maths Workshop for Parents 

Tues 24th April 9:00am Y5/ Y6 Maths Workshop for Parents 

Weds 25th April  Y4 Anti-Bullying Workshop—session 2 

Thur 26th April All day Boys Y5 CVL football AM / Girls’ Y5/6 at 12:45pm 

Mon 30th April All day Y3 SMSC Trip to The National Gallery 

Mon 7th May  Bank Holiday (school closed) 

Weds 9th May All day Y4 SMSC Trip to St Paul’s Cathedral 
Fri 11th May 1:30 pm BCT Student Voice Meeting  

Mon 14th May AM Y6 SATs test - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

Tues 15th May AM Y6 SATs test - Reading 

Weds 16th May AM Y6 SATs test - Maths 1&2 -Arithmetic & Reasoning 

Thurs 17th May AM Y6 SATs test - Maths 3-Reasoning 

Fri 18th May 9:00am Informal tour of school for new Y3 parents 

Fri 18th May  Southend United Community Cup  

Fri 18th May 6:30pm PTA school disco 
Sat 19th May All Day Basildon Police Football Rally 
Fri 25th May 9:00am Class 4T parents invited to celebration assembly 

W/C 28th May  HALF TERM 

Mon 4th  June  INSET DAY—School closed to children 

Tues 5th June AM Photographer in—Class photos 

Tues 5th  June 1:45 pm  Y6 SRE Meeting for parents (Sex& Relationship Education) 

Fri 8th June 9:00am Class 6M parents invited to celebration assembly 

Fri 8th June 3:15pm PTA Go Bonkers Inflatable Fun event 

W/C 11th June  All week ‘Money’ Theme Week 

Mon 11th June AM Class 6M British Values Magistrates Visit to School 

Tues 12th June AM Class 6W British Values Magistrates Visit to School 

Weds 13th June All day Y6 Trip to Duxford Air Museum 

Tues 12th June  PTA Father’s Day Present Selling 

Thurs 14th June 9:00am Class 6W parents invited to celebration assembly 

Weds 27th June 10:30-1:15 District Sports   

Fri 29th June All day Transition day for pupils transferring to The Mayflower 

School  

 

Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are 



Date Time Event 
Mon 2nd July 9:15am-

1:10pm 

Junior Sports Day / lunch on field  

Thurs 5th July 9:15 am Reserve Sports Day for Juniors 

Thurs 5th July 6:00 pm Kingswood Residential Meeting for current Y5 parents 

Fri 6th July TBC Y6 Billericay School Peer Support Workshops at SJS TBC 

Sat 7th July   PTA Summer Fete (Time TBC) 

Mon 9th July 9:00 am Transition Meeting for Parents new to Y3 

Mon 9th July  Summer Term Optional Homework Projects due in 

Tues 10th July All Day Transition day for pupils transferring to The Billericay 

School  

Tues 10th July AM Changeover Day—children meet new teacher 

Weds 11th July 6-8pm Open Evening and Art Exhibition in the Hall 

Thurs 12th July 1:45pm Y6 Leavers’ Show for Parents 

Fri 13th July  Y4 Last day of swimming this term 

Fri 13th July  Reports Home to Parents (subject to change) 

Fri 13th July 6:30pm PTA School Disco 

Mon 16th July 2:00pm Y6  Governors’ Awards followed by 100% attendance cele-

bration 
Tue 17th July All Day Y6 Leavers’ trip (provisional date) 

Fri 20th July 3:15pm Last day of term for pupils 

Tues 4th Sept - Staff training Day—school closed to pupils 

Weds 5th Sept 8:55am  Children return to school for autumn term 

GROWTH MINDSET HOUSE 
MORNING 

 
On the last day of term, we had an excellent 

morning working on growth mindset.  We 
will put photos on our website in due course. 
However, some children had the opportunity 
to face their fears and handle animals such 

as snakes and geckos. Other children had fun 
exploring and mapping our neural pathways 
using a ball of string and team work. Some 

groups made a growth mindset rap, amongst 
a host of other activities.  More of us are 

showing our growth mindset in school; well 
done! 

 Growth Mindset Nominations 

Well done to all the children below who were voted by 

their class mates for demonstrating growth  

mindset! 

Class 3A: Stefany D, Matilda C, Charlie C 

Class 3H: Tommy A, Layla C, Daniel L, Lily B  

Class 3S: Mason F, Kristen L, Ava L, Bella B  

Class 4HP: Indie W, Rez T, Finley P, Toby N 

Class 4T: Emily P, Max R, Billy W, Grace W 

Class 5H: Oscar N, Amber C, Kyla M, Evie F 

Class 5L: Mia W, Aimee M, Akram A 

Class 6M: Joseph F, Abi-Mai F, Ruby Mc 

Class 6W: Ellie C, Harry C, Alleyna P-S,                                   

                   Mackenzie W  


