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 Mon 4th June: INSET 

Day 

 Tues 5th June: Class 

photographs 

 Tues 5th June: SRE 

(sex and relationship) 

meeting for Year 6 

parents/carers 

 8th June: PTA Go 

Bonkers Inflatable 

event 

 

Read the back page for 

all  diary dates 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am sure it will come as no surprise that this newsletter will start off by saying how 

delighted I am that we continue be a GOOD school following our very recent Ofsted 

Inspection.  All the hard work and efforts of the pupils and staff, along with the 

support and encouragement from parents/carers, has enabled this to happen.  That 

only happens when everyone works together in partnership, so thank you to all of 

you.  The many positive comments within the report, which can be found in the 

‘Information’ section of our school website, reflect how hard everyone works and 

also captures what Sunnymede Junior School is like.  Our excellent behaviour and 

positive school ethos was recognised and it was lovely to hear the Inspector 

describe the discussion she had via Pupil Voice, the positive impact of the Growth 

Mindset that we have implemented this year.  We are very proud of our school.   

We are looking forward to building on our successes and also working on the areas 

we need to improve in to ensure we continue to provide a good education and 

learning experiences so that our children are ‘learning for a better tomorrow’. 

Our maths workshops, which we ran near the start of the term, were well-attended 

by parents and carers and we hope that these enabled you to have more of an 

understanding of the different approaches we use in maths, particularly the use of 

concrete resources to deepen children’s understanding.  We will be running these 

maths workshops again in the next academic year and are looking into selling some 

of the resources used in the sessions so that children can practise at home.   

Well done to Year 6 who have completed their SATs tests in reading, grammar and 

spelling and maths.  They all worked to the best of their ability.  The hard work does 

not stop there though, as they continue to work on their writing, in order to produce 

high quality pieces of writing ready for teachers to assess soon.  As well as this, 

they will be working hard on their leavers’ Production.  We hope that they enjoy 

their last few weeks at Sunnymede Junior School and take away with them some 

wonderful memories.   

We hope that everyone has a wonderful half term holiday and we will be rewarded 

with some warm weather.   

Learning for a better tomorrow 

 

Sunnymede Snippets   
May 2018 
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Year 3 Visit to 
Billericay High 
Street 
 
On Monday 21st May, Year 3 visited 
Billericay High Street in order to 
support our learning about the local 
history. Prior to our visit, we 
researched Billericay and the 
changes to the High Street 
throughout the years using the 
laptops. We looked at different 
images of Billericay High Street and 
compared and contrasted these to 
the High Street we know today. This 
visit enabled us to evaluate the 
changes to Billericay High Street to 
prepare us to write a leaflet about the 
history of Billericay. 

Pupil Parliament Update 
 

This term our Pupil Parliament representatives have been hard at work organising some 

exciting events including 30 wild days in June.  During the month of June, our Pupil 

Parliament will be encouraging every class to complete a task linked to nature.  Examples of activities include, bird 

watching, research plants they find and making pictures from sticks. We hope it will be an exciting month for all the school! 

Pupil Parliament representatives also participated in the termly Billericay Pupil Voice meeting at Stock Primary School.  
Whilst at the meeting the pupils worked with children from other schools on ways to improve their local area and some new 

initiatives that will begin in September.  Our representatives were fantastic role models at this meeting and showed great 

maturity and leadership.  

 

Year 6 Harry Potter Studio Tour 
 
To support their English topic this term and inspire their writing, Year 6 visited the fantastic Warner Bros Studio to have 
the Harry Potter experience.  Pupils walked the original stone floor of the iconic Hogwart’s Great Hall, wandered down 
Diagon Alley, discovered the magic behind spell-binding special effects and explored the behind-the-scene secrets of the 
Harry Potter film series, including flying a broomstick, and meeting the Dementors on the train!  One of the Year 6 pupils, 
Olivia said, “It was really magical, especially when we got to the end of the tour as there was a scaled version of 
Hogwart’s castle.”  Another pupil, Erin said, “It’s made me want to read the Harry Potter series.”   
 
 



 

As we are beginning to have 

periods of warmer weather 

and the children play outside 

in the sunshine at lunchtimes, 

you may want to ensure that  

your child brings suncream and a hat to 

school.   

 

Year 3 Gymnastics Workshop  

In April, class 3S and half of class 3A were lucky enough to 
attend a gymnastics session at Billericay School.  The pupils 
were shown how to use the apparatus and had the chance to 
have a go.  They all showed excellent Growth Mindsets, as 
some of the apparatus were high and required the children to 
climb and jump at height.  They listened and worked really 
hard.  It was a brilliant morning for the pupils and it was 
evident that they enjoyed themselves.   

 

SUFC Community 
Games 

What a wonderful experience our 
Year 6 team had, playing on the 
pitch at Roots Hall, Southend 

United Football Club.  The 
games were 6-a-side and we 

were in group A.  We needed to play four games in our 
group and the top two teams would go through to the finals.  
Our team won the first three games, scoring some amazing 
goals and playing great football. The fourth game didn’t go 

to plan and we lost 2:1.  We were through to the quarter 
finals where, unfortunately, we lost 2.1 to Glebe School who 
went on to eventually win it on penalties.  It was a brilliant 
day out and we were very proud of our team who 
demonstrated good sportsmanship skills and behaved 

impeccably, as always.  A big thank you to the parents who 
transported the children to Roots Hall Stadium.  

 

Basildon Police Football Rally  

It was a very busy day with boys from all four year groups 
representing Sunnymede Junior School.  Our Year 5 team 

started well, winning all of their group matches and 
qualifying for the semi- finals.  Unfortunately, they lost this 
match.  Our Year 6 team lost the first two games, drew two 
games and won one game.  Sadly, this wasn’t enough to go 
through to the next round.  Next to play was our Year 3 
team and this was the first time they had played as a team.  

The boys played confidently and scored some great goals. 
They also progressed to the semi-finals on goal difference.   
Unfortunately, this was their last match of the tournament 
but they showed great promise for next year. Finally, our 
Year 4 team had a tough group to play against but they 

attacked every game, scoring some amazing goals.  They 
even won one game 7:0.  They too qualified for the semi- 
finals but they lost this game 1.0 to the eventual winners.   
Thank you to all the boys who took the time to represent the 
school over the weekend, as well as parents who came 

along to support them. It was a great day!  We are 
extremely proud of all the children, particularly their 
determination, team spirit and resilience, all good values to 
hold. 

Year 4 
Anti-Bullying Workshop 

 
On Wednesday 18th and Wednesday 25th April 
Year 4 were lucky enough to take part in anti- 
bullying workshops.  During the sessions, pupils 
became special agents in training to assist the 
leaders in a mission to put a stop to bullying.  
They were able to build confidence through role 
play and gain a better understanding of bullying 
and the difference between misunderstandings 
and mistakes.  The children particularly enjoyed 
playing ‘Jenga’ where they had to say a form of 
bullying and then they could take a piece of 
‘Jenga’ from the tower, to represent slowly 
chipping away at someone’s confidence and self-
esteem.  It was a valuable workshop that 
improved pupils’ understanding of bullying, an 
issue that the school always strives to address.     
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Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received  a 

Headteacher’s award   

Class 3A 

Brogan B-K 

George C 

Gracie G 

Max H 

Molly W 

Class 3H 

Amie W 

Henry C 

Kinley G 

Esme H 

George H 

Class 3S 

Henry T 

Davi P 

Daisy P 

Freya J 

D O M 

Class 4HP 

Fred A 

Indie W 

Elliot H 

Freddie D 

Ben F 

Class 4T 

Aidan M 

Emily P 

Owen P 

Jay Jay M 

Sophia D 

Class 5H 

James E 

Joy S 

Emily D 

Theo O 

Anastasia M 

Class 5L 

Aimee M 

Katy S 

Libby W 

Mia G-S 

Akram E 

Class 6M 

Freya V 

Hope H 

Alfie W 

Oliver N 

Jonathan B 

Class 6W 

Alleyna P-S 

Luke P 

Michelle K 

Violet T 

Freya W 

Year 3 

National Gallery Trip 

On a very wet and windy Monday, Year 3 made 
the exciting journey to the National Gallery in 
London, as part of their PTA Art funded trip.  The 

pupils thoroughly enjoyed riding the train and 
underground and loved walking through the 
streets of London to the art gallery.  Once at the 
gallery, the pupils were taken on a tour of the 
gallery with a curator who showed the pupils 

many famous paintings, some of which we have 
been studying.  The favourite piece the class saw 
was ‘The Sunflowers’ by Vincent Van Gogh, 
which we have been studying this year.   All pupils 
were fantastically behaved and, although we were 
wet and cold when we got back, we had a brilliant 

time.  Several pupils stated it was the best trip 
they had every been on, and can’t wait to use the 
train to London on another trip!   

 Growth Mindset Nominations 

Well done to all the children below who were 

voted by their class mates for demonstrating 

growth mindset! 

Class 3A: Erin M, Brooke G, Evita V, Joshua 

W, Heidi V 

Class 3H: Esme H, Marie K 

Class 3S: Jude B, Dickson O, Felix N, Daisy 

P, Holly B 

Class 4HP: Freddie D, Katie M, Callum C, 

Ben F, Leon E 

Class 4T: Oscar R, Aaron D, Ruby B, Aidan 

M, Owen P 

Class 5H: Theo O, Lewis J, James C, Jamie 

H, Samuel P, Grace B 

Class 5L: Charlie P, Mia G-S, Erin R, George 

S, Evan R, Libby W 

Class 6M: Joel B, Abigail C 

Class 6W: Ellie M, Maddie V, Freya W,  

Nicholas W, Violet T 



 

Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are 

Date Time Event 
W/C 28th May  HALF TERM 

Mon 4th  June  INSET DAY—School closed to children 

Tues 5th June AM Photographer in—Class photos 

Tues 5th  June 1:45 pm  Y6 SRE Meeting for parents (Sex & Relationship Education) 

Fri 8th June 9:00am Class 6M parents invited to celebration assembly 

Fri 8th Jun am Mayflower School staff visiting Y6 pupils 

Fri 8th June 3:15pm PTA Go Bonkers Inflatable Fun event 

W/C 11th June  All week ‘Money’ Theme Week 

Mon 11th June AM Class 6W British Values Magistrates Visit to School 

Tues 12th June AM Class 6M British Values Magistrates Visit to School 

Tues 12th June  PTA Father’s Day Present Selling 

Weds 13th June All day Y6 Trip to Duxford Air Museum 

Thurs 14th June 9:00am Class 6W parents invited to celebration assembly 

Thurs 21st June am Billericay School staff to visit Y6 pupils 

Weds 27th June 10:30-1:15 District Sports   

Thur 28th June All day Coding workshops for Y5 (am) and Y4 (pm) 

Thur 28th June am Additional visit to Billericay School for SEND pupils 

Fri 29th June All day Transition day for pupils transferring to The Mayflower School  

Mon 2nd July 9:15 -1:10pm Junior Sports Day / lunch on field  

Thurs 5th July 9:15 am Reserve Sports Day for Juniors 

Thurs 5th July 6:00 pm Kingswood Residential Meeting for current Y5 parents 

Fri 6th July TBC Y6 Billericay School Peer Support Workshops at SJS TBC 

Sat 7th July   PTA Summer Fete (Time TBC) 

Mon 9th July 9:00 am Transition Meeting for Parents new to Y3 

Mon 9th July All day Y5 Road Safety walks 

Mon 9th July  Summer Term Optional Homework Projects due in 

Tues 10th July All Day Transition day for pupils transferring to The Billericay School  

Tues 10th July AM Changeover Day—children meet new teacher 

Weds 11th July 6-8pm Open Evening and Art Exhibition in the Hall 

Thurs 12th July 1:45pm Y6 Leavers’ Show for Parents 

Fri 13th July  Y4 Last day of swimming this term 

Fri 13th July am Y3 trip to Norsey Woods 

Fri 13th July  Reports Home to Parents (subject to change) 

Fri 13th July 6:30pm PTA School Disco 



Date Time Event 
Mon 16th July 2:00pm Y6  Governors’ Awards followed by 100% attendance celebration 

Tue 17th July All Day Y6 Leavers’ trip (provisional date) 

Tue 17th July All Day Y4 Team Building Day at Wat Tyler Park 

Wed 18th July am Summer Reading Challenge assembly 

Fri 20th July 3:15pm Last day of term for pupils 

Tues 4th Sept - Staff training Day—school closed to pupils 

Weds 5th Sept 8:55am  Children return to school for autumn term 

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance 

since  

1st 5L 97% 

Joint 2nd 3A 96.5% 

Joint 2nd 3S 96.5% 

 

Ofsted expects attendance of 

every child  to be at least 96%. As 

a school, who has always prided 

ourselves on good attendance. 

 

OUR OWN SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE TARGET  HAS 

BEEN SET AT 97.2% 

Whole School Attendance Overall  to March 2018  = 96.1%  

 
Year 4 Visit to  

St Paul’s Cathedral 
 
On 24th May, Year 4 had a fabulous trip to St. Paul’s Cathedral. It 
was quite an adventure as, for some children it was their first 
journey by train and we were also lucky enough to be able to go 
to all three galleries of the dome. The views from the Stone and 
Golden Galleries were spectacular and the children loved 
identifying famous London landmarks. Climbing 528 steps up and 
then back down was tiring but well worth the exercise! We all 
enjoyed the opportunity to lay down in the choir of the cathedral to 
admire the beautiful mosaic ceilings and then make our own mini 
mosaics with glass tiles.  All in all, it was a fantastic trip and Year 
4 did us proud.  In fact, a member of St. Paul’s staff at the top of 
the dome made a point of complimenting our children on their 
superb behaviour.  Well done to Year 4!  
 


