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 Monday 6th  Jan: 

Pupils return to school 

 Friday 10th: Optional 

homework projects due 

in 

 Weds 15th Jan: Class 

3H dance Festival at 

Billericay School  

 Friday 17th Jan 

3:30pm:  Y6 Fairtrade 

Bake Sale 

 Tues 21st Jan: 

Jennifer Killick author 

visit: Y3 classes 

 Weds 22nd Jan 

:Swimming gala 

 Fri 24th Jan: Y4 

Swimming begins 

 

Read on for more  

spring term diary dates 

 

We have had another wonderful and successful term here at 

Sunnymede, Juniors,  though all agree that we—the staff and 

children—are ready for a rest!  
 
 

It has been a busy few weeks and we hope you enjoy reading on to find 

out about all the events that have been happening the October half term.  

Christmas fever is starting to grip as we near the holiday, with some 

fabulous events and future memories to enjoy. Our Christmas play 

and PTA Christmas fair were particular highlights and collectively 

brought some festive cheer to all! Christmas dinner after the carol 

service was absolutely delicious and, as for the carol concert, this was 

an opportunity to reflect on the meaning of Christmas.  Thank you to 

all who have supported our events in different ways. 
 

Next term we will be working hard to try and encourage our children to 

have more fun learning new vocabulary and phrases. Having a broad 

and varied vocabulary is a key factor in enabling pupils to access the 

curriculum, understand the wider world and improve their own 

communication skills. Read on to find out about our challenge to get 

children to become ‘vocabulary ninjas’ and investigate new idioms and 

words. Children will be in with a chance of getting their choices put on 

the display in the hall or even on our special website page.  
 

Before we break up for the Christmas holiday, we have some staffing 

updates. Earlier this month, Mrs Simpson joined our staff as an 

experienced Learning Support Assistant; we welcome her to the school. 

Mrs Sykes will also be returning from maternity leave, working in 

Year 4 for part of the week and also with small groups to support 

learning for the rest of the week. Sadly, Miss Bettis will be leaving us 

as a Midday Assistant and we thank her for being such a wonderful 

support to the children during her time here. The children loved talking 

to her and she will be missed.  
 

Thank you on behalf of all the staff for the lovely Christmas gifts that 

we have received; your generosity does not go unnoticed. Please check 

the last two pages of this newsletter for new diary dates for the spring 

term . We wish you all a wonderful, festive break, ready for a return 

on Monday 6th January. 

Latest News 

‘Learning for a better tomorrow’  

All the staff at Sunnymede Junior School would like to wish you all a 

fabulous Christmas and New Year.  See you in 2020! 
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 Class 3B 

David W 

Samuel C 

Michael R 

Lilly B 

Felix L 

Luka K 

 

Class 3H 

Macie B 

Henry B 

Ruby C 

Zoe E 

Violet R 

Lauren W 

Class 4H 

April S 

Tiffany J 

Isabel S 

Spencer M 

Emily S 

Leo M 

Class 4P 

Connor-Lee M 

Catherine B 

George M 

Nancy S 

Will T 

Scarlett T 

Class 5A 

Esme H 

Annabel H 

Fern C 

Daniel L 

Marie K 

Lex B 

Class 5M 

Calum H 

Sade M 

Bella B 

Jude B 

Ava L 

Henry T 

Class 5T 

Brogan BK 

Joshua W 

Jessica H 

Heidi V 

Albert P 

Ryan B 

Class 6L 

Harley  HB 

Ruby B 

Aidan M  

Kayleigh H 

Joshua S 

Owen P 

Class 6W 

Ryan U 

Leon E 

Aria L 

Darcey O 

Ben F 

Toby N 

 

Most Improved… 

 In our end of term 

celebration assembly this 

week, the following 

children received awards 

for being the most 

improved writer, 

handwriter or 

mathematician in their 

class. Well done to all the 

children listed below  for 

making big strides in their 

learning; keep up the 

hard work. 

 

 

 Most 

 Improved  

WRITER 

Most  

Improved  

HANDWRITER 

Most  

Improved  

MATHEMATICIAN 

3B Mollie B David W Savannah K 

3H Amina SA Rocco T Jessica M 

4H April S Ava W Freya L 

4P Alfie S Scarlett T Marcus C 

5A Kinley G Betsie J Fern C 

5M Davi P Amy P Ava L 

5T Max H Jessica H Evita V 

6L Owen P Ellie R Emily M 

6W Pippa D Max B Fred A 

Well done to all these  children who have  received  a Headteacher’s award   



 

After our swimming lesson on the 6
th
 

December, the Sunnymede Year 4 

pupils were invited to enter a 

competition at Basildon Sporting 

Village.  We had to sing two 

Christmas songs in the main foyer 

and the best school wins a prize.  

Our children sang beautifully and 

really enjoyed their challenge.  

Fingers crossed for a win! 

 

Choir in the  
Community...  

 

 

Shoe Box 

Collection 

Once again we have  participated 
in the Christmas shoebox appeal. 
Our school managed to donate 68 
shoeboxes this year, which we 
know will be greatly received by 
children all around the world who 
would not be getting a present 
without your generosity, so many 
thanks. Also, a special thank you 
to Mrs Doyle for taking all the 
shoeboxes to the drop off point.  

                                        

    Year 4 Trip to West Stow 

 

On Tuesday 12th November, Year 4 had a fantastic visit 

to West Stow Anglo-Saxon village. We really enjoyed 

visiting the different houses and 

experiencing what daily life was 

like. We were very lucky to meet  

a character in role in the farmer's 

house.  We learnt so many new 

facts from him and really enjoyed 

trying to solve some of his riddles.  We also enjoyed 

exploring the museum and looking at all the artefacts.  

The pots found on the site inspired our own clay work 

back at school and we were fascinated by the coprolite 

(fossilised poo!). 



Bethlehem B&B…. 

Congratulations to all our pupils on a wonderful modern take of a 

traditional nativity. All the classes sang beautifully and the Year 6 

pupils did a wonderful job of acting and narrating, as well as 

organising the show! Well done to everyone and particularly those 

who turned up to rehearsals after school. Thank you also to Mrs 

Pye, Mrs Hathaway and Miss Turnbull for organising the play and 

to Mrs Crane for making the props and backdrop.  

I'm sure you will agree that  everyone did an amazing job!  We hope you will enjoy 

looking at the  photos of the Christmas production  in 

the gallery section on the school 

website.  

 Growth Mindset 

Nominations 

Well done to all the children 

below who were voted by 

their class mates for 

demonstrating growth mindset! 

 

Class 3B: Rory P, Isabelle H, Oliver C, Samuel C,  

                 Noah G 

Class 3H: Rudy C, Eszther D, Lauren W, Jake D,  

                 Alfie D, Lexie G 

Class 4H: Sophia J, Leo M, Charlie G, Caleb C,  

                 Jakob P, Liam A 

Class 4P: Jessie K, Alfie M, Connor M, Nancy S,  

                 Max T, Alfie S, Dollie J 

Class 5A: Finley L, Jesse O, Lucy E, Annabel H,  

                 Tommy A, Piage HB 

Class 5M: Amy P, Freya  J, Sophie W, Jude B,  

Class 5T: Molly W, Josh W, Ryan B, Vanesa S,  

                 Erin M, Hayden F 

Class 6L: Ruby B, Honey H, Jay-Jay M, Max B,  

                Emily M, Alfie H 

Class 6W: Rez T, Brooke L, Indie W, Max B, Ben 

Be a Vocabulary Ninja 
 

What do these 

words 

and idioms 

mean? 

 

In hot water…(idiom) 

           Get cold feet…(idiom) 

Reminisce…(verb) 

            Flourish…. (verb) 

 

Can you put them in a sentence? 

 

  Can you think of your own for  

      our school display? 



Christmas Jumper Day 

Last Friday,  we wore an amazing array 
of Christmas jumpers to fundraise for 

Save the Children this year.  

We had great fun finding out the  

winner in each class. Well done to 

our winners   - see below - this 

year. 
 

More importantly, by bringing in 

money in exchange for wearing a 

Christmas jumper, as well as from 

collections after our Christmas 

shows, we have raised  over £465; 

wow!!! 
 

Winners: 

3B: Luka K 

3H: Alfie D 

4H:Charlie D 

4P: Marcus C 

5A: Henry C 

5M: Sade M 

5T: Evita V 

6L: Bobby B 

6W: Leon E 

Christmas language challenge! 
 Find out how to say ‘Merry 
Christmas’  in as many languages  

as you 
can... 

  MATHS  

MASTERCLASS  

CHALLENGE 

Well done to Sunnymede Junior School 

pupils who took part in the Maths 

Masterclass event at the Billericay School 

in November. Two pupils from each year 

group were invited, with Year 3 and 4  

pupils  (David B, Jessica M, Catherine B, 

Max T) attending one event and Y5/6 

another (Dickson O-M, Chloe B, Lola S 

and Megan S). They worked 

collaboratively with children from other 

schools, getting their teeth into a range of 

maths challenges, applying their 

mathematical knowledge and skills in 

different contexts. 

All the pupils did exceptionally well and 

represented our school wonderfully.  They 

should be proud of their efforts. Well done! 

 

What does the idiom highlighted in 

bold mean? 



Pupil  Parliament News  
 
Our wonderful Parliamentarians 
have been working so hard this 
term, attending meetings regularly 
and carrying out tasks to help us 
explore aspects of learning in 
school, our focus for this year. We 
now have our own Pupil Parliament 
page on our school website, where 
we post everything we have been up 
to, including survey results. Please 
follow this path to read all about it… 
http://www.sunnymede-
jun.ik.org/PupilParliament.html  
 

 
 

SPORTSHALL ATHLETICS                                   

 

 

In November  25 pupils took part in the Sportshall 
Athletics competition , competing against  other Billericay 

schools. We absolutely smashed it, beating all other 
schools to win first place for the second year in a row; 

what a result! We scored 529 points, 61 points more the 
school in second place. The children were so proud of 
their result, after working hard to perform in a range of 

running, jumping and athletic events. It was down to hard 
work, determination and supporting each other that 

ensured we progressed to the next round, the partnership 
final. Last week, we were up against seven other schools 
from further afield. We were nervous but determined at 

the event and  we were delighted to achieve second place, 
only marginally missing out on first place! We are 

extremely proud of all those who took part. Well done! 

Parliament Week 

 

 

 

 

 

All year groups participated in 
Parliament Week during November.  

The children learnt what democracy is 
and what it means to them.  Some of 

the older children were given the 

opportunity to participate in debates, 
discussing the issues that were 

important to them, whilst the younger 
classes learnt what the Houses of 

Parliament are and what happens in 
the building.  We also had a visit from a 

local councillor candidate who 
explained the process of choosing a 
representative for parliament.  One 
child in Year 3 said, ‘I really enjoyed 

Parliament Week because I got to see 
what was in the Houses of Parliament 

and what the MPs do.’  

http://www.sunnymede-jun.ik.org/PupilParliament.html
http://www.sunnymede-jun.ik.org/PupilParliament.html


 

Our Christmas fair 
was a wonderful 
occasion, with a 
huge turnout. Thank you to 
everyone who supported the event. 
A big thank you, however, must go 
to the PTA parents who helped to 
do all the preparation and planning 
for the event and clearing up 
afterwards. It was lovely to see so 
many people enjoying themselves.  

THANK YOU! 

 

Our overall attendance for the autumn term was  96.6% 

This is a little below our 97% whole school target set by governors. 

Let’ see if we can improve on this for the spring term! 

A very well done to both 4H and 4P who were our only classes with attendance above our 

target of 97% for this term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 3B 96.7 % 

Class 3H 96.3% 

Class 4H 97.5 % 

Class 4P 97.5 % 

Class 5A 95.7 % 

Class 5M 96.7% 

Class 5T 95.7% 

Class 6L 96.5% 

Class 6W 96.5% 



‘Less Plastic, More Fantastic’ House Morning 

We held our first house morning for the year, 
focusing on the growing concerns about the 
overuse of plastic and its impact on the 
environment, both on land and in the 
oceans.  Our pupils worked with different 
year groups within the houses to discuss the 
issues with plastic and to explore one of the 
four main areas of ‘Rethink, Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle’.  There were a variety of 
activities that took place, such as holding a 
debate as to whether MacDonalds should 
ban the use of plastic toys in their Happy 
Meal boxes, carrying out an environment 
walk around the school to see the uses of 
plastic and how it can be reduced, looking at 
the plastic use in our lunchboxes and how we 
can reduce the use of plastic at Christmas 
time.  

It was wonderful to see pupils so engaged in 
discussions, taking the issues with plastic 
seriously.  The house morning encouraged 
our pupils to develop the ‘Plastic Clever 
Mindset’ – being cleverer about our use of 
plastic, considering the ways we can rethink, 
reduce, reuse and recycle it.   ‘Less Plastic, 
More Fantastic’ was certainly a message they 
took away from the morning.  Along with our 
implementation of Eco Warriors, this is the 
start of our journey as a school to reduce our 
use of plastic.   

 

 

Fantastic Fundraising! 

Following the success of the 
Southend United Community 

Educational Trust Penalty 
Shootout, the final total of the 

sponsorship money raised was a 
phenomenal £3363.86 - the most 
the school has ever raised!  The 

school and Southend United 
Community Educational Trust are 

so overwhelmed with the 
support and generosity from 

families and friends and thank 
you all so much.  The sponsorship 

money will be shared between 
both the school and the Trust.  

We would also like to thank 
Southend United Community 

Educational Trust for making this 
event a success and for all the 

amazing awards they presented 
in the awards assembly. 

Learning for a Better Tomorrow 



Date Time Event 
Mon 6th Jan 8:55 am Spring term begins for pupils 

Fri 10th  Jan - Optional homework projects due in (all year groups) 

Tues 14th Jan 3:20pm Multiskills Club begins (invite only) 

Weds 15th Jan 12:00-1:00pm Dance Festival at Billericay School—Class 3H 

Fri 17th Jan 3:20pm Y6 Fairtrade Bake Sale 

Tues 21st Jan All day Jennifer Killick author workshops -Y3 pupils and selected Y4 pupils 

Weds 22nd Jan 10:00-12:00 Swimming Gala Y5 / 6 

Fri 24th Jan 9:30-11:00 am Change 4 Life Festival—Mayflower 

Fri 24th Jan AM Y4 Swimming begins 

Weds 29th Jan 1:00-3:45 pm Y6 Crucial Crew Workshop (focus on healthy lifestyles, ‘grooming’ 

and  online safety) 

Weds 29th Jan 2:30—2:45 pm CVL Netball Y5  

W/C 3rd Feb  Y6 practice SATS test 

Weds 5th Feb All day Y3 Windmill Theatre team workshop 

Weds 5th Feb 6:00 pm SATs information meeting for Y6 parents 

Weds 5th Feb 10:00-11:30 am Gymnastics Festival at Billericay School—Class 3B 

Fri 7th Feb 6:30-8:00 pm PTA Junior Disco 

Fri 7th Feb 9:05 am Class 3H parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Mon 10th Feb PM Safer Internet Day 

Weds 12th Feb 4:30-7:30 pm Y6 Parent Consultation evening 

Thurs 13th Feb 3:30-5::30 pm Y6 Parent Consultation evening 

Thurs 13th Feb AM House morning—recycling / environmental theme 

Friday 14th  Feb All day INSET DAY—SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS 

W/C 17th Feb  HALF TERM WEEK 

Mon 24th Feb All day Y6 Bikeability Group 1 all day 

Tues 25th Feb 9:30-11:30 BSMA Choir practice at Sunnymede 

Weds 26th  Feb All day Y6 Bikeability Group 1 all day 

Thurs 27th Feb All day Y6 Bikeability Group 2 all day 

Thurs 27th Feb 10:00-11:00 Dance event at Mayflower TBC 

Fri 28th Feb 9:05 am Class 3B parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Fri 28th Feb All day Y6 Bikeability Group 2 all day 

Mon 2nd March All day Y6 trip to Harry Potter World 

Weds 4th March 10:00—12:00 Y5/6 CVL Netball at Billericay TBC  

Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are 

unsure.  

See over for more dates 

 We are delighted to have just received the news that we 

have achieved our Enhanced Healthy School Award.  Thank 

you to Mrs Houghton for all her work in helping to achieve 

this award, ensuring we put in place strategies to encourage 

our pupils to live active, healthy lifestyles. In particular, it has 

been wonderful to see so many children display growth 

mindset and try new foods at lunch. Children have been 

realising that the skin of a jacket potato is actually quite tasty 

and that pickled gherkins, pickled onions and tomatoes 

aren’t too bad either! 



Date Time Event 
Thurs 5th March All day World Book Day 

Thurs 5th March All day Y6 Bikeability Group 3 all day   

Fri 6th l March All day World Book Day 

W/C 9th March  Sport  Relief week 

Tues 10th March AM BSMA choir rehearsal at Buttsbury Junior School 

Tues 10th March PM Y5 Road Safety session—class 5M 

Weds 11th March 11:00-12:00 G&T Trampolining event Y3/4 

Thurs 12th March PM Y5 Road Safety session—class 5A 

Fri 13th March PM Y5 Road Safety session—class 5T 

Fri 13th March 9:30-11:00 am G&T Buddy Boot camp  

Weds 18th March 10:00-12:00 Y5&6 Netball– Billericay 

Weds 18th March 5:00-8:00 pm Y3,4,5 Parent  Consultation meetings 

Thurs 19th March 4:00-6:00 pm Y3,4,5 Parent  Consultation meetings 

Thurs 19th March AM Y5 Planetarium experience 

Mon 23rd Mar All day BSMA Rehearsal 

Mon 23rd Mar 7:00 pm BSMA Music Festival at The Towngate Theatre, Basildon 

Tues 24th Mar 7:00 pm BSMA Music Festival at The Towngate Theatre, Basildon 

Weds 25th Mar All day Y4 Portals from  the Past Egyptian theme  day 

Weds 25th Mar 10:00-12:00 Y3/4 Netball at Billericay  TBC 

Thurs 26th  Mar 9:15-11:30am CVL Boys’ Football (Y5/6) Mayflower School 

Thurs 26th March 12:45-3:00pm CVL Girls’ Football (Y5 / 6) Mayflower School 

Fri 27th March All day Y3 trip to Colchester castle 

Fri 27th March 6:30-8:00pm PTA Junior Disco 

Fri 27th March 9:00am Class 4H parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

W/C 30th March  Y6 Mock SATs 

Mon 30th March PM House Quiz 

Thurs 2nd April 6:00-8:00pm E-Safety Workshop for Parents (crèche available) 

Fri 3rd April AM Y4 Last swimming session for this term  

Fri 3rd April 3:15pm End of term 

Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are 

unsure.  

  

On Wednesday we had a 

wonderful carol concert at 

Emmanuel Church. A huge well 

done to all the narrators, 

musicians and choir members for 

making this a special event!  A 

special thank you to Lola who 

stood in as a narrator at the very 

last minute. Thank you also to the 

amazing kitchen 

staff who prepared a 

wonderful 

Christmas feast for 

us on our return.  

 


