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 Dear parents and carers, 
 
Welcome to the first Sunnymede Snippets of 2020. We hope the year has started well 
for you all. Our children have started the spring Term well and, with their ‘new year, 
fresh start’ mindsets, have demonstrated this through positive attitudes towards their 
learning.  
 
This term we have been emphasising two of our school values – tolerance and respect 
– through reminders and discussions with our pupils in lessons, around the 
school, break times, lunchtimes and assemblies.  Respect and tolerance are values 
which we believe all members of our school community, whether as a child or as an 
adult, should uphold and consistently demonstrate.  Respect and tolerance take many 
forms, in the way we behave and speak to others.  In fact, in an assembly last week, 
understanding and appreciating these values was discussed via a famous quote, ‘An 
eye for an eye will only make the whole world blind’ by Gandhi.  This is a powerful 
quote that generated a good discussion with our pupils.  It would be great if you could 
consider these two values further with your children at home—along with Ghandi’s 
favourite quote.   
 
Thank you to our Year six parents who came to our recent SATS information meeting 
and to our Y5 parents who came to the  Y6 residential meeting.  In the second half of 
the Spring Term,  further workshops for parents will be held.  There is an important e-
safety workshop on the 2nd April  from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  We hope as many parents will 
attend this  workshop to help raise your awareness of the risks your child faces when 
online and how you can support them to use electronic devices safely and responsibly. 
An invite letter will be sent out shortly after half term. 
 
Please note that a new date has been set for a reading comprehension  workshop for 
Year 5/6 parents at 3:15pm on 11th March.  This workshop will provide strategies on 
how you can help your child with their reading skills at home; even if they can read 
fluently, there are other aspects of reading that are important to develop in upper 
school.   
 
A Maths workshop focusing on multiplication tables for Year 3 / 4 parents will also be 
held to provide ideas and strategies on how to help your children learn their times 
tables (date to be confirmed shortly). Having fast recall of multiplication facts is key to 
accessing all aspects of maths as they progress through school and in the future so 
the earlier they have become experts the better! In June, the statutory  ‘Year 4 
Multiplication Tables Check’ (MTC) will also be taken by pupils across the country and  
we will explain this in more detail at the meeting.  
 
We hope you will be able to attend all relevant workshops and we look forward to 
seeing you. We hope you have a good half term holiday and take the time to rest, 
relax and have fun. 
 

 

Learning for a better tomorrow 

Mahatma Gandhi 
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Year 6 Cake 
Sale 

 
On Friday 17th January, Year 6 
pupils held a Fair Trade bake sale. 
The event was a huge success. 
The Year 6 pupils researched their 
own recipes, found costings and 
then baked the items themselves 
before decorating them. Finally, 
the children took charge of  their 
stalls, both promoting their 
products and selling them. Thank 
you to everybody who came to the 
bake sale and supported the event 
and a very well done to Year 6! 

Windmill Theatre  
 

Last week, Year 3 were given the opportunity to 
participate in workshops with the Windmill Theatre 
company.  The classes completed games and activities 
to develop their ability to work within a team.  They also 
had the opportunity to act out scenes and do some 
improvisation.  The children 
participated in the workshop 
with enthusiasm and 
thoroughly enjoyed working 
together.  

 

Everyday Adventures Writing Workshop 
 
Year 3 were very lucky to have a writing 
workshop with the author Jennifer 

Killick.  During the morning, she worked with each Year 3 class 
individually and went through her writing process, using the world 
around us as inspiration.  We looked at a range of photograph images 
and then added some mystery or imagination to take the image into 
another dimension.  The pupils were all really engaged and excited 
about creating new stories.  
  
Other selected pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6 also participated in a writing 
workshop in the afternoon. They walked around the school, both inside 
and outside, and used the idea of looking at ordinary and familiar things 
in a new way and re-imagining them so that they become extraordinary 
or form part of an unexpected, exciting adventure.  Once back in the 
classroom, the children were inspired to write some amazing stories.   

6W  
French Lesson 

 
 

On Friday 31st January, 6W walked to 
Billericay School to have a French lesson 
delivered by Year 10 students who are 
Language Leaders.  They had prepared 
lots of games for us which helped us learn 
the French words for animals and 
colours.  Lots of the games needed fast 
reactions but the points game was 
particularly exciting because your team 
could lose points even for the right 
answer!  Our children were very 
enthusiastic and , as thy always do, 
impressed the Billericay School teachers 
and students. 



 

 

Swimming Gala 
 
A group of Year 5 and 6 pupils 
represented the school 
brilliantly at the Billericay 
Swimming gala on 

Wednesday 22nd January.  They competed in their 
heats very well.  Some pupils were very nervous 
but knew we were already proud no matter 
what.  Our children were exemplary the whole way 
through.  Overall, Sunnymede came 7th out of nine 
schools. 

3H Dance class at The 

Billericay School 

 

 

 

3H had the opportunity to participate in a 
dance class led by students from The 
Billericay School.  Other local schools also 
participated in the dance class.  The class 
was shown the dance.  Following this, they 
were then put into groups and taught the 
dance.  They were given the opportunity to 
perform the dance all together.  All of  the 
class participated and thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience.  One pupil stated ‘It was 
brilliant!  I loved working with the older 
children and loved the dance.’ 

3B Gymnastics Session  

at The Billericay School 

3B were so lucky to have been given the 

opportunity to visit The Billericay School and 

be taught some new gymnastic skills by their 

Year 10 sports leaders—some of whom were 

fabulous ex-pupils of Sunnymede!  The class 

had so much fun and used it as an opportunity 

to try, challenge themselves, practise and 

improve! Michael said, ‘I really enjoyed using 

new equipment and sliding down benches.’  

Mollie said, ‘I really enjoyed using the ropes to 

hang upside down and flip over.’ 

3B really did our school and Mrs Bicheno 
proud. 

Change 4 Life  
 
The children who go to multi-
sports took part in a healthy 
eating festival to help us make healthy 
choices when eating.  We went on the 
24th January to Downham Primary 
School for the event.   
 
First, we had some cards with food on 
and a large sheet of paper with 
unhealthy foods on it.  We had to put 
the cards next to the unhealthy 
choices as better alternatives.  The 
second activity we did was skipping 
and cup stacking to help keep us 
fit.  Finally, we made some fruit 
kebabs with lots of different fruit.  They 
were very yummy.  After that, we went 
back to school and arrived at home 
time.   
 
By Kitty S (Year 4) 



 

 Growth Mindset Nominations 

Well done to all the children below who were 

voted by their class mates for demonstrating 

growth mindset! 

Class 3B: Katherine M, David B, Daniel S, 

Lucas W, Rosie H 

Class 3H: Harry S, Amari C, Alfie S, Jack B, 

Rocco T  

Class  4H: Kaeden M, Freya L, Darcy C,  

Ellen S, Lilly R 

Class 4P: Livia R, Jurijus I, George Mu,  

Maisie M, Reggie R 

Class 5A: Zac G, Lex B, Lucy E, Layla C, 

Francesca B 

Class 5M: Jae Lei M, Shannae M, Albert B, 

Hayden N, Kristen L 

Class 5T: Albert P, Erikas S, Noah C, Max H, 

Stefany D  

Class 6L:  Alfie H, Grace W, Bobby B,  

Tom W, Kayleigh H    

On Wednesday 29th January, Year 
6 attended the Crucial Crew event 
organised by Basildon Council at 
Wat Tyler Park. Throughout the 
afternoon, our pupils participated in 
three workshops focusing on healthy 
relationships, grooming and gangs. 
Once again, the speakers captivated 
the children's attention and provided 
serious information that gave many 
of them food for thought.  The aim of 
the workshops is to allow them to 
use this awareness and knowledge 
to make better and informed choices 
and decisions in the future.    

 

Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received  a 

Headteacher’s award   

Class 3B 

Oliver C 

Noah G 

Mollie B 

Rosie H 

Lily-Rose H 

Class 3H 

Amari C 

Rocco T 

Alex Tomov 

Lexie G 

Alfie S 

Class 4H 

Kaeden M 

Sophia J 

Ava W 

Darcy C 

Peyton G 

Liam A 

Caleb C 

Class P 

Hattie S 

Oliver D 

Jurijus I 

Lottie B 

Vinnie P 

Class 5A 

Maya B-S 

Francesca B 

Darrel B 

Tommy A 

Zac G 

Class 5M 

Charler H 

Dickson O-M 

Jae-Lei M 

Shannae M 

Kristen L 

Rahime R 

Class 5T 

Evita V 

Erikas S 

Brayden E 

Brooke G 

George C 

Class 5L 

Ellie R 

Darby S 

Max R 

Daisy Q 

Alfie H 

Class 6W 

Emily H 

Indie W 

Kayla H 

Fred A 

Meg S 



 

Plastic Art House Morning 

The whole school had a brilliant morning creating art 

work by reusing plastic items or using different art 

mediums to portray powerful messages about the 

effects of plastic pollution. There were nine different 

art activities and it was lovely to see every pupil so 

engaged with these, working with pupils from different 

year groups within their house.  What was particularly 

wonderful was to listen to our pupils talking excitedly 

to each other about what they were creating when 

they saw their friends at break time.   
 

Thank you to our parents, children and staff who 

brought in plastic bottles and plastic bags.   

Plastic bottles were turned into animal plant holders, 

flowers and vases, milk bottles were turned into 

African face models and plastic bags were turned into 

bunting and pom poms!  Who knew plastic could be 

used in this way!  It made children realise that they 

could reuse plastic in a purposeful and creative way.   
 

In between stages of the art work (and whilst waiting 

for paint to dry!), there was time to reflect on the 

issues with plastic and watch a film by David 

Attenborough explaining the effects of plastic 

pollution in the ocean.  This generated thought 

provoking discussions about the plastic problem we 

have.   
 

Part of the art work activities involved children and 

teachers using their growth mindset to try a new skill 

or to refine/redo aspects of their art work to ensure 

effective results.  Many of our children demonstrated 

this and,  as a result, some wonderful art has been 

produced.  The art work will be put on display around 

the school after half term so you will be able to see 

some of the fantastic art created by our pupils.   

 

Attendance  

Our overall attendance for the first half of the 

spring term is 96.7%.  This is a little below our 

97% whole school target set by governors.  

Let’s see if we can improve on this by Easter! 

 

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance for first 

half of the 

Spring Term  

1st 4H 97.5% 

2nd 4P 97.3% 

3rd 6W 97.0% 

 



 

Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are 

unsure. New dates are in bold font. 

Date Time Event 
Mon 24th Feb All day Y6 Bikeability Group 1 all day 

Tues 25th Feb 9:30-11:30 BSMA Choir practice at Sunnymede 

Weds 26th  Feb All day Y6 Bikeability Group 1 all day 

Thurs 27th Feb All day Y6 Bikeability Group 2 all day 

Thurs 27th Feb 10:00-11:00 Dance event at Mayflower 

Fri 28th Feb 9:05 am Class 3B parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Fri 28th Feb All day Y6 Bikeability Group 2 all day 

Mon 2nd March All day Y6 trip to Harry Potter World 

Mon 2nd March All day National Offer Day for Secondary School Places 

Weds 4th March 10:00—12:00 Y5/6 CVL 1 Netball at Billericay 

Thurs 5th March All day World Book Day 

Thurs 5th March All day Y6 Bikeability Group 3 all day   

Thurs 5th March 9.45 - 11.30am CVL 2 Year 5 boys football at Mayflower 

W/C 9th March  Sport  Relief week 

Tues 10th March AM BSMA choir rehearsal at Buttsbury Junior School 

Tues 10th March PM Y5 Road Safety session - class 5M 

Weds 11th March 11:00-12:00 G&T Trampolining event Y3/4 

Weds 11th March 3.20pm Reading strategies workshop for Year 5/6 parents 

Thurs 12th March PM Y5 Road Safety session - class 5A 

Fri 13th March PM Y5 Road Safety session - class 5T 

Fri 13th March 12.30 - 12.45pm Change 4 Life Festival  

Weds 18th March 10 - 12pm CVL  Netball– Billericay TBC 

Weds 18th March 5:00-8:00 pm Y3,4,5 Parent  Consultation meetings 

Thurs 19th March 4:00-6:00 pm Y3,4,5 Parent  Consultation meetings 

Thurs 19th March AM Y5 Planetarium experience 

Fri 20th March TBC Buddy Boot Camp (Change of date) TBC 

Mon 23rd Mar All day BSMA Rehearsal 

Mon 23rd Mar 7:00 pm BSMA Music Festival at The Towngate Theatre, Basildon 

Tues 24th Mar 7:00 pm BSMA Music Festival at The Towngate Theatre, Basildon 

Weds 25th Mar All day Y4 Portals from the Past Egyptian theme day 

Weds 25th Mar 10:00-12:00pm Y3/4 Netball at Billericay 

Fri 27th March All day Y3 trip to Colchester castle 

Fri 27th March 6:30-8:00pm PTA Junior Disco 

Fri 27th March 9:00am Class 4H parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

W/C 30th March  Y6 Mock SATs 

Mon 30th March PM House Quiz 

Fri 1st April AM 3H Gymnastics Session at The Billericay School 

Thurs 2nd April 6:00-8:00pm E-Safety Workshop for Parents (crèche available) 

Fri 3rd April AM Y4 Last swimming session for this term  

Fri 3rd April 3:15pm End of term 




