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 Tues 4th Jan: 

spring term begins 

 Tues4th Jan: Y5 

swimming starts 

 Thurs 6th Jan 

6pm: Y6 Residential 

meeting for Y5 

parents 

 Fri 7th Jan:  Y4 

swimming starts 

 Mon 10th Jan 

Optional homework 

projects due in 

 Weds 12th Jan: 3P 

Family Dance event 

 Fri 14th Jan 

1:45pm:  PTA 

Meeting at Junior 

School 

 

Read on for more  

spring term diary 

dates 

 

Christmas will soon  be upon us and I think we would all agree  that every single one 

of us -  children, parents, staff - are all ready for a well deserved rest! 
 

Whilst we have had to put in place a few restrictions for the Christmas performance 

this year as a result of the increased COVID-19 measures, I am pleased that so many 

events for the children have been able to go ahead this term as planned. This started 

off with the Y6 residential to Hilltop in September and culminated with our festive 

Christmas lunch.  In between, our Y5 children have been able to catch up on the 

swimming lessons they missed in Y4, some sporting events have taken place, our Y3  

and Y5 pupils had a  visit from Portals from the Past to bring to life their history topics 

and PTA events are up and running again for the children. 

 

In particular, I would like to mention the PTA; they have worked so hard this term to 

start raising money for the school again. You should hopefully have seen the letter 

from our new PTA Chair, Rachel Povey, in which she shared all the money we have 

raised in just the space of a few weeks. Along with a couple of PTA members already 

involved, many of the committee members are new. We thank them all for what they 

have achieved so far this year. At the end of term, the children were given the 

Christmas gifts to bring home with their designs on them. We had a wonderful carol 

service and raffle draw last Tuesday, the children have had a non-uniform day and 

been able to buy presents to give. Next term, as long as we are within the COVID-19 

guidelines set out for schools, we plan to start the discos again.  
 

Please read on to see some of the other Christmas events the children have been 

lucky to experience: the fabulous Christmas production, Christmas Jumper day, class 

Christmas parties (see photos on the year group pages), Christmas lunch and a trip 

to the local church for Y3 and Y4 to find out about the true meaning of Christmas. 

Despite all the uncertainty in the news just now, I feel we have given our children 

here at Sunnymede a  slice of ‘normal’. It has been lovely to see children enjoying 

school and catching up on some of the learning and social events they may have 

missed.   
 

Turning to the new year, at the moment our plan is to return to school  with the 

current arrangements in place. There is much uncertainty in the news just now about 

‘lockdowns’. We will not make changes unless there is a national directive to do so 

from the Department for Education. For the past few weeks, we have been very 

fortunate as a school community, with our reported positive cases of COVID-19 being 

quite low compared to many schools. We hope it stays that way. However, it may be 

wise to check your emails before we return in case adaptations do have to be made.  

  

We have just one goodbye this term. Mrs.  August, our kitchen cook, is moving on to 

pastures new. She has been a wonderful asset to the school and we were able to 

give her a good send off today. Her delicious meals and her ‘can-do’ attitude will be 

missed by us all but we wish her much success in her new role. Thank you Mrs. 

August for your eight years of service to our children! 

Latest News 

All the staff at Sunnymede Junior School would like to wish all our 

families a peaceful and joyful Christmas. May you all have lots of 

relaxation and enjoyable family time, ready for another term of 

learning and fun. 
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Upcoming  

Parent  

Workshops 

Next term we hope to have a 

few parent workshops to help 

parents understand the work 

children are doing in school so 

they can help at home more readily.  We will let you know the 

dates in due course but they will include a mats workshop for Y3/4 

parents on mental maths strategies and times tables. We also plan 

a reading workshop for Y5/6 parents and a SATS information 

meeting for Y6 parents. There will be further workshops in the 

summer term. We will let you know the dates for these workshops 

shortly. 

Class Most Improved  
READER 

Most Improved  
WRITER 

Most Improved  
MATHEMATICIAN 

3H Michael H Scarlett E Mollie S 

3P Max L Shaynia M Asia C 

4L Millie M Casey D James L-S 

4HP Scott M Sonny S Lucy N 

5M Johnny H Amy W Felix L 

5T Eszther D Frankie J Armaan P 

6A Charlie D Darcy C Charlie C 

6W Marcus C Millie W  Dollie J 

Well done everyone… 

we raised  £170 

this year 

Best Jumper Winners 

3P:    Finley W 

3H:    George S 

4L:     Denni-Rose M  

4HB:  Freya T 

5M:    Isabelle H 

5T:     Ella A 

6A:    Kaeden M 

6W:    Holly S 

Overall: Ruby B (6W) 

 

Staff winners:  

Mrs Mussenden and Mr McDermid 

Well done to Anya in Y5 for 

passing her Grade 4 drumming 

exam with distinction. Future rock 

star in the making!  

Well done also to Violet 

R in Y5 who has been 

performing in this year’s 

pantomime Beauty and 

the Beast at the 

Towngate Theatre.  

Look out for her name in 

lights in the future!  

from all staff for the lovely 

cards and gifts received over the 

past few days from children and 

parents. These are always much 

appreciated. 

Thank you... 



Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received  a 

Headteacher’s award   

Class 3H 

Clara H 

Sawyer L 

Michael H 

Ronnie S 

Jamie D 

George S 

Amelia C 

Class 3P 

Shae S 

Sophia K 

Kylah C-G 

Gracie M 

Shaynia M 

Theo D 

Titas G 

Class 4L 

Freddie L-P 

Elsie L-F 

Eleanor F 

Will H 

Mia D 

Millie M 

Lillie B 

Class 4HB 

Jake J 

Sonny S 

Denni-Rose M 

Isabella R 

Lucy N 

Rosa C 

Jacob M 

 Class 5M 

Felix L 

Libby W 

Aaron C 

Lucas W 

Johnny H 

Lilly B 

Oliver C 

Class 5T 

Ellie R 

Amari C 

Phoebe H 

Phoebe T 

Armaan P 

Frankie J 

Violet R 

Class 6A 

Sophia J 

Charlie D 

Spencer M 

Olivia H 

Thomas F 

April S 

Leo M 

Class 6W 

Charlotte W 

Lottie B 

Nancy S 

Marcus C 

Anya S 

Ruby B 

George M 

As part of our Christmas celebrations and our 

R.E. studies, Y3 and Y4 pupils visited our local 

church to learn more about Christian values at 

Christmas and the Christmas story. They had 

good fun and enjoyed participating in the different 

activities to develop their 

understanding and share 

their opinion. One task was 

to rank the different 

characters in the Christmas 

story and give reasons. Do 

you agree or disagree with 

the rankings made below 

by one of the groups?  

Justify your answers. 

    An Amazing Christmas at  

Sunnymede Chapel  

Thank you to all parents and staff 
members who donated to the ‘Make 
2nds Count’ charity, paying tribute 
to a valued and long-standing 
member of our school community 
who sadly passed away earlier this 
term. 

We raised £400 
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Thank you to School Ministries who 

organised  and delivered this visit for all 

of our Year three and Year four pupils.    



 Y5 Immersion  Day: Vikings  
See the Y5 website page for more photos 

Y4 Buddy Boot Camp 

 
On Friday 26th November, year 4 had an afternoon of fun 
on the field.  We got very wet and very muddy competing 
against each other, crawling through mud and climbing 
over different obstacles. 

Cargo Net—our favourite! 

Report by Sophia R: 
“On the 26th November, year 4 took part in Buddy Boot 
camp. I found it very challenging but had lots of fun. We 
didn't just have fun, we learnt things as well, for example 

what a stich actually is. This also built our listening skills. At 
first, we started running up and down the field, then we did 
team games with cones. Next we were put into four groups 
and 2 people at a time from each group ran with one hand 

on a tyre up and down half way across the field. We also had 
to crawl under a cargo net then run back. One of my shoes 

came off! By the time we were inside, we were all very 
muddy! 

Tyre Challenge! 

 Y5 PARENTS 

SAVE THE DATE  

THURSDAY 6th 

HANUARY - 6PM 

Please come to a meeting where 

we will be sharing with you infor-

mation about the Y6 residential to 

Hilltop in Y6. It looks like this meet-

ing may now be held virtually. We 

will send you a link when we return 

in January.  



On Friday 3rd December, the whole school celebrated the ‘International Day 

of Persons with Disabilities’.  The aim of the day to celebrate the 

contributions and achievements of people with disability.  It also raised 

awareness of what people with a disability can do in their daily life.  The day 

started with a special whole school assembly, where one of our Year 6 pupils, 

April, carried out a wonderful presentation about her brother Fraser who has a 

disability and uses a powered wheelchair.  Her presentation was really 

informative and gave us an insight into what living with her brother is like.  April and Fraser then 

answered thoughtful and mature questions from some of our pupils, which gave us more information 

about Fraser’s life.  Both April and Fraser were amazing and we are so proud of them! 

This year’s theme for the ‘International Day of Persons with Disabilities’ was 'Not All Disabilities Are 

Visible' to raise awareness of disabilities which may not be immediately apparent but can still have an 

impact on people's lives.  As our Deputy Head, Miss King, has a hidden disability she also shared some 

of her experiences of what being deaf is like and how it impacts on her life.  Our pupils had the 

opportunity to ask Miss King some questions, and again these were thoughtful and reflective.  It was a 

super assembly, where all our pupils demonstrated their maturity and the school values.   

During the day, each class carried out an activity which helped them to develop an awareness of what it 
might be like to live with different disabilities.  These activities were shared in another whole school 
assembly and it was lovely to see these.  It was a brilliant day, which emphasised the strong ,caring and 
inclusive ethos of our school and how wonderful our pupils are.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4HB discussed a number of famous people with disabilities. as well as those we know in 
real life. The children were amazing- so kind and thoughtful in their comments and 
questions . They also talked about how some sports are adapted for disabled people e.g. 
blind football. They then had a go at sitting volleyball to try and experience sport from the 
perspective of a person unable to use their legs. 
 
 

 
5T watched a video about a 10-year-old boy called Theo, who is partially sighted, 
started learning how to use braille. Braille, as we know it today, was invented by Louis 
Braille, who was a French educator. His blindness led him to develop a system that 
allows blind people to read and write.  At first, we looked at the Braille alphabet and then 
had to work out some secret codes ourselves.  After that, we then made our own Braille.  

 
 

April and Fraser presenting in 

assembly 

 
 

Class 4HB playing ‘sitting volleyball’ 

 
  
FOOTBALL: On 17th November year 6 boys participated in the  
Jim Smith Cup at the Billericay School. We played a mini tour-
nament against the other Billericay schools.  We had plenty of 
shots on target but it wasn’t our day as we drew one game and 
lost three. 
 
ATHLETICS:  On 24th November children from years 5 &6 took 
part in the Sports Hall Athletics.  We competed in both field and 
track events. It was very exciting and very competitive.  Overall 
Sunnymede came second and are, once again, through to the 
finals due to take place next term.  
                                               
WELL DONE AND GOOD LUCK! 



 

 The Stars Come Out for Christmas 

It was delightful to see our Christmas performance go ahead ‘live’ 

this year. The children and staff worked so hard to put the show 

together during difficult circumstances and we are really proud of 

them!  Have a look at some of our photos of our fabulous show. 

 



Winners of the Homework 

Raffle! 
Most Improved Readers 

Most Improved Mathematicians Most Improved Writers 

END OF TERM Prize-winners 

We had a great time at our outdoor carol 

service and PTA raffle draw. Thank you to 

our wonderful PTA for raising so much 

money and organising the event. Thank 

you to the choir and recorder group and to 

Mrs Pye and Mr Ramshaw for performing 

to us all. Thank you also to our staff who 

stayed to help and, of course to our 

children and parents who supported the 

event. What a lovely to end a school day! 



Below are the dates of key events in the school calendar. Please check news-

letters, Parentmail updates or ask at the school office if you are unsure.  

**PLEASE NOTE THAT DATES MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT 

SHORT NOTICE DUE TO  CURRENT COVID-19 PANDEMIC ( for example, 

due to national directives, staff shortage, pupil absences etc** 

Date Time Event 
Tues 4th Jan AM Spring Term Begins 

Tues 4th Jan AM Y5 Swimming Begins 

Thurs 6th Jan 6 pm  Hilltop Residential Meeting for current Y5 parents 

Fri 7th Jan AM Y4 Swimming Begins 

Mon 10th Jan - Optional Homework Projects Due In 

Weds 12th Feb AM Class 3P to Family Dance event at Billericay School 

Fri 14th Jan 1:45pm PTA Meeting in Junior School 
Sat 15th Jan PM Closing Date for Applications for a Junior School Place 
Thurs 3rd Feb  All day Y4 Portals Egyptian Theme Day (Dress up as Egyptians) 

Thurs 3rd Feb PM Sportshall Athletics—District Finals 

Fri 4th Feb 6:30-8:00 pm PTA Junior Disco 

Fri 4th Feb 9:00 am Class 3P Assembly—3P Parents invited 

7th /8th Feb All day Y6 Bikeability-Group 1 

Tues 8th Feb 4:00-7:30 Y6 Parent Consultations (TBC if live or virtual) 

Weds 9th Feb 9:15-11:30 BSMA Choir Rehearsal 

Thurs 10th Feb 3:30-6:00 Y6 Parent Consultations (TBC if live or virtual) 

Fri 11th Feb All day INSET Day  - No School for Pupils 

Mon 14th Feb  Half Term Begins 

Mon21st Feb AM Children return to school 

21st/22nd Feb All day Y6 Bikeability-Course 2 

23rd Feb 9:!5-11:30 BSMA Choir Rehearsal at Buttsbury Juniors 

24th/25th Feb All day Y6 Bikeability-Course 3 

Fri 25th Feb 9:00am Class 3H Assembly—3H Parents Invited 

Mon 28th  Feb 5:30pm SATS Information Meeting for Y6 Parents 

Thurs 3rd March  All day World Book Day 

Fri 11th March 9:00 am Class 5M Assembly—5M Parents Invited 
Tues 15th March All day BSMA Choir Rehearsal all day at the Towngate Theatre 
Tues 15th March 7:00pm BSMA Performance at the Towngate Theatre 
Weds 16th March 7:00pm BSMA Performance at Towngate Theatre 

Fri 18th March 6:30-8:00 pm Comic Relief / Red Nose Day Fundraiser 
Tues 22nd March AM Y5 Swimming—last day for this term 

Weds 23rd March AM Y5 Planetarium experience in school 

Fri 25th March 6:30-8:00 pm PTA Junior Disco  

Fri 25th March AM Y4 swimming—last day this term  

Tues 29th March 5-8pm Y3,4,5 Parent Consultation Appointments 

Thurs 31st March 4-6pm Y3,4,5 Parent Consultation Appointments 

Fri 1st April 3:15 pm End of Term /Last day for pupils 

Tues 19th April AM Summer Term Begins 

Tues 19th April - National Offer Day for Y3 Places in Junior School 


