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 25th Feb:  Class 3H 

Celebration Assembly  

 28th Feb: 5:30pm 

Year 6 parents SATs 

meeting (in school) 

 2nd March: Year 5 

and 6 parents 

Writing/Grammar 

workshop 9:00am in 

school 

 3rd March: World 

Book Day  
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for all  diary dates 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Welcome back to the start of the second half of the Spring Term.  We hope you had an enjoyable 

half term holiday, despite storm Eunice hitting Essex last Friday.  We hope that your homes and 

gardens were not affected. Unfortunately, we suffered some very significant damage to the area at 

the back of the school, with a fully grown eucalyptus tree in a neighbour's property falling onto and 

damaging a number of our outbuildings. This included our  huge PTA metal storage container 

which has been upturned. Our pergola area by the pond has also been destroyed.  Needless to 

say, a big clean up operation is in progress. We are relieved that we were all on half term holiday 

and that no one was in school.   

  

It has been wonderful to have a bit more normality in school, with extra-curricular activities such as 

clubs, sport events and in-school experiences taking place, some of which you can read about 

further on in this newsletter. Just before the half term holiday, the PTA held a fundraising school 

disco, the first one in over two years.  It was so well attended and it was wonderful to see so many 

of our pupils have a brilliant time, dancing and socialising with each other.  Thank you to the PTA 

and staff who helped make the disco so successful.  In addition, we held a celebration assembly 

for the parents of Class 3P and also 3H, where they shared what they have been learning.   It was 

so lovely to see so many parents there to watch their child.   

  

Two weeks ago, in our celebration assembly, we recognised a heroic achievement of one our Year 

4 pupils, Gregory.  Following his Mum becoming unwell, Gregory used his initiative and made a 

999 call, explaining what had happened so well.  This was amazing and we are so proud of 

him.  He received one of our special star badges to recognise this.  

 

This term, we continue our work on Vocabulary Ninja project, as developing children’s vocabulary 
is key to children’s learning and supports them in all areas of the curriculum.  We have now started 
a focus fortnight, where every couple of weeks we will ask children to explore and broaden 
their vocabulary in a specific curriculum area.  Before half term we focussed on Science Ninja 
words and are now asking children to think off interesting mathematical vocabulary.  We have had 
some wonderful words already. Each fortnight, the pupil with the most interesting entry in each year 
group will  receive a special enamel badge.  We also share some of the words on our website and 
on a display in the school hall. 
 
With each new Vocabulary Ninja theme and when listening to your child read at home, please 
continue to support your child to develop their vocabulary by researching and discussing the 
meaning of words, encouraging them to use them in both their work and when they speak. Please 
also check out the vocabulary  ninja page on our school website where we will post some of our 
ninja words: http://www.sunnymede-jun.ik.org/VocabularyNinja.html . If you are a parent and you 
would like to submit an interesting mathematical word, please send it to school, with a clear 
definition of what it means….you may even win a prize! 
 
As you may be aware, we have been looking for a new caretaker for the Junior and Infant 

Schools.  We are delighted to tell you that Mr Oliffe, one of our LSAs, has been appointed 

and will start his new role in March.  We thank him for all his the support he has given to our 

pupils in his current role.  It is lovely we have a new caretaker who is familiar with both staff 

and pupils and we are so pleased he will continue to be part of the Sunnymede team, even 

though in a different capacity.  We wish Mr Oliffe lots of luck and we know he is  

              very much looking forward to being the caretaker of both schools.  

Learning for a better tomorrow 

Sunnymede Snippets   
February 2022 
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Year 4 Egyptian Day 
 

Last week, Year 4 had a fabulous Portals From the Past Egyptian day.  In 

the morning, they enjoyed finding out about different aspects of ancient 

Egyptian life, such as what the ancient Egyptians ate and drank.  They also 

played an ancient Egyptian board game called ‘Hounds and Jackals’.  The 

children were shown a number of different artefacts (and replicas) including 

a genuine piece of 3000 year old mummy wrappings.  The afternoon session 

involved the children learning about the process of mummification through 

role play.  Everyone had a great time and looked fantastic dressed up in their 

Egyptian clothes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We took part in Children’s Mental Health Week 2022 

which was between 7th and 13th February.  We 

participated in a range of activities, focusing on ways 

to develop our self-confidence and self-worth.  Year 3 

looked at ways to make themselves feel better when 

we are feeling sad.  This included breathing exercises 

and dance routines.  Year 4 wrote some positive 

thoughts and, over the next few weeks, one of these 

positive thoughts will be displayed in the classroom 

each week.  Year 5 discussed all the great qualities 

within the class and how they feel about themselves 

when identifying these qualities.  Year 6 talked 

through different situations, many of which the pupils 

struggle with, how they feel mentally and physically 

and how to deal with these situations.   

Many of our pupils stated that they enjoyed the 
activities over the week and thought it was important 

to discuss how they felt.  They enjoyed exploring their 
feelings and identifying strategies to support 
themselves with their emotions.  Our pupils also 

explained how this week has shown them that they 
are all amazing in different ways and also that it felt 
good when others identified their good qualities. 



 Growth Mindset Nominations 
Well done to all the children below who were voted 

by their class mates for demonstrating growth 
mindset! 

 

Class 3H: George S Evie P, Scarlett E, Clara H,  
                 Joshua J, Archie W 
 
Class 3P: Max L, Victoria D, Gracie M, Finley W, 
                 Laksh R, Kylah R-C-G 
  
Class 4L: Casey D, Owen E, Elsie-Lyn F,      
                  Siena H, Millie M, Sophia R  
  
Class 4HB:  Daniel S, Teddy S, Jake J, Rosa C, 
                     Jacob M, Josiah E  
 
Class 5M: Emily G, Lewis G, Oliver C, Noah G,          
                   Libby W, Lilly B 
 
Class 5T:  Eszter D, Lauren W, Jack B. 
                  Phoebe H, Harry S 
  
Class 6A:  Caleb C, Fraya C, Emily S, Darcy C, 
                   Leo M, Lilly R 
 
Class 6W:  Austin B, Oliver D, George M, Max T, 
                   Charlotte W 

Attendance 
Our overall attendance from the start of the Spring Term 2022 to the 

February half term is 95.3%.  This is under 96.7% whole school 

target set by governors.  However, the challenges with the current 

COVID-19 pandemic are continuing to affect our attendance.   We do 

have a number of children whose attendance is very low indeed - 

below 90%.  We are currently monitoring the attendance of individual 

children.  If your child falls into this category or are in danger of 

becoming a ‘persistent absentee’, we will be contacting you and may 

require you to attend a school-based meeting with the home school 

attendance officer so we can work together to improve their 

attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance for academic 

year 2021-22 

1st 4HB 97.5% 

2nd 4L 96.4% 

3rd 3P 96.1% 

 

Writing/Grammar Parent 

Workshops 

 
This term we are running two writing/grammar workshops for parents 
to attend – the first one on Wednesday 2nd March for Year 5 and 6 
parents and the second on 28th March for Year 3 and 4 parents.  It 
has been quite some time since we have had face-to-face workshops 
and we are excited about working alongside parents to support their 
child’s writing at home, building on what they do at school. There will 
be a particular focus on grammar and punctuation and developing 
parents' knowledge in this area so that they in turn can help with their 
child’s English homework.  The session will be delivered by Keely 
Adams, an experienced practitioner who has worked with the school 
on numerous English projects.  We really hope as many of you will be 
able to attend this workshop. Please book a place via the school office  
if you haven’t already done so. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th February, several Year 6 
pupils attended a Bikeability course. It taught us how to cycle 
on the road – on our own!  It also taught us valuable road skills, 
such as: 

-          Staying on the left 

-          Knowing different road positions 

-          Indicating with hands 

We also learnt how to conduct bike checks to make sure that 
they are safe to ride. Over the two days, we had the 
opportunity to cycle on both major and minor roads. To 
acknowledge our success, some of us received a certificate 
which shows we have passed the course and are now able to 
cycle safely on the roads. Overall, it was a very enjoyable 
course and we are very happy we had the chance to take part.  
We know that the next two groups of Year 6 pupils will enjoy 
doing the Bikeability course this week.   
  
Written by Ishy R and Olivia H 

Sports Hall Athletics 
 
On the 3rd of February, some Year 5 and 6 
athletes took part in district rounds of the Sports 
Hall Athletics. There were many different 
activities such as: standing triple jump, vertical 
jump, standing long jump, javelin and chest 
push.  There were also different types of relay 
races which we took part in.  Before the event, 
we trained very hard with our teacher Ricky and 
made sure that we tried our best at the event.  
Overall, we came third out of eight schools and 
came away feeling very proud.  
 

Written by Hattie S and Livia R 



Below are the dates of key events in the school calendar.  

Please check newsletters,  

Parentmail updates or ask at the school office if you are unsure.  

 Date Time Event 
Monday 21st February  First day back after half term holiday 

Monday 21st February All day Year 6 Bikeability group 2 

Tuesday 22nd February All day Year 6 Bikeability group 2 

Wednesday 23rd February AM BSMA Choir rehearsal at Buttsbury Junior School 

Thursday 24th February All day Year 6 Bikeability group 3 

Thursday 24th February 8.00 - 9.30pm Online safety workshop  with the 2 Johns for Year 6 parents (prior to 
Crucial Crew event) 

Friday 25th February 9.00 Class 3H Celebration Assembly - 3H parents invited 

Friday 25th February All day Year 6 Bikeability group 3 

Monday 28th February 5.30pm Year 6 SATS meeting for parents—in school 

Wednesday 2nd March 9.00am Year 5 and 6 parents Writing/Grammar workshop—in school 

Thursday 3rd March All day World Book Day 

Tuesday 8th March PM Year 6 Crucial Crew workshop (virtual) 

Thursday 10th March  AM Year 5/ 6 Boys CVL football  

Friday 11th March 9.00am Class 5M Celebration Assembly - 5M parents invited 

Monday 14th March PM PTA Mothers Day present selling 

Tuesday 15th March 9.00 - 2.45pm BSMA rehearsal at Towngate Theatre  

Tuesday 15th March 6pm BSMA Performance at Towngate Theatre  

Wednesday 16th March 9.00am - 12.00pm Year 5/6 netball 

Wednesday 16th March 6pm BSMA Performance at Towngate Theatre  

Friday 18th March All day Year 3 Colchester Castle visit 

Friday 18th March All day Comic Relief / Red Nose Day fundraising event 

Tuesday 22nd March  Year 5 swimming - last session for this term 

Wednesday 23rd March All day Year 5 Planetarium event 

Friday 25th March  Year 4 swimming - last session for this term 

Friday 25th March 6.30 - 8pm PTA Disco 

Tuesday 29th March 9.00am Year 3 and 4 Writing/Grammar workshop for parents 

Tuesday 29th March 5.00 - 8.00pm  Parents Consultation Evening for Year 3, 4 and 5 (in school) 

Wednesday 30th March 2.30pm Year 4 Drumming assembly - Year 4 parents invited 

Thursday 31st March 4.00 - 6.00pm Parents Consultation Evening for Year 3, 4 and 5 (in school) 

Friday 1st April 1.45pm PTA meeting 

Friday 1st April  Last day of term 

Tuesday 19th April  Summer Term begins 

Tuesday 19th April  National Offer Day for Year 3 places in Junior School 

Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received  a 

Headteacher’s award   

Class 3H 

Jaime K 

Mollie S 

Darcey C 

Joshua J 

John Keall 

Class 3P 

Sofia P 

Freddie G 

Tallulah H 

Harvey R 

Max L 

Class 4HB 

Toby O’ Brien 

Chey H 

Jacob M 

Daniel S 

Harry W 

Class 4L 

Eloise S 

James H 

Lillie B 

Leah N 

Owen E 

 

 Class 5M 

Chloe F 

Emily G 

Savannah K 

David W 

Isabelle H 

 

Class 5T 

Evelyn C 

Lexie G 

David B 

Ella A 

Ezter D 

Class 6A 

Frankie K 

Peyton G 

Jakob P 

Isabel S 

Archie W 

Class 6W 

Jessie K 

Will T 

Jurijus I 

Millie W 

George Mo 


