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 Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we return to the final half of the summer term, we hope that everyone had a 
good half term holiday and are well rested for a busy few weeks ahead.  We 
hope that everyone enjoyed the long weekend of Platinum Jubilee celebrations, 
creating special memories of such a rare occasion.  This is something that we 
wanted to do for our children at school when we held our own Jubilee celebratory 
day just before the half term holiday.  What a day it was!  We are sure your 
children will have told you all about it and we hope they will remember the day 
and will talk about it when they are as old as me!  Please read on to find out all 
about the day.  Thank you to all the staff who helped Miss King (Deputy Head), to 
make the day a success.  She could not have done it without them.  Thank you to 
all the parents who came to the school early to watch our song performance – it 
was so lovely to see so many of you there.   
 
Our Year 6 pupils had their SATs tests three weeks ago and we could not be 
more proud of them.  They were the only school year where the last full year they 
had was in Year 3.  Despite the challenges of the pandemic and a disrupted 
education, they all worked so hard to catch up and each of them gave it their all 
in the tests.  The camaraderie and the support they gave each other throughout 
the week was lovely to see, particularly each morning when they came in for a 
pre-SATs breakfast.  Although the SATs are finished, there is still a little way to 
go with their work.  Over the next few weeks, they will be producing high quality 
writing, demonstrating their writing skills.  We hope that Year 6 enjoy their final 
half term at Sunnymede Junior School and make the most of it, making lots of 
happy memories.  There will be many transition events for our Year 6 pupils to 
ensure a smooth transition to their new schools in September.  They have started 
work on their end of year Leavers’ show too, which we are looking forward to 
watching.      
 
We look forward to welcoming you all at our Open Evening which takes place on 
5th July.  Again, this is another event which has not happened for two years and 
we cannot wait for you look at our pupils’ work and celebrate what they have 
achieved over the year.  One of the activities that the whole school did, leading 
up to the Platinum Jubilee Celebratory day, was to create a portrait of the Queen.  
Each year group had a different focus and the artwork our pupils have produced 
is fabulous!  We are looking forward to putting them on display for Open Evening.  
We also look forward to seeing you all at the upcoming Sports Day.  Let’s hope 
the weather warms up by then!  Thank you for all your support.   

Congratulations to HM Queen Elizabeth II 
on her Platinum Jubilee year. 

Sunnymede Snippets  June 2022 
Learning for a better tomorrow 
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Year 4 Trip to Colchester Zoo 
 

On Tuesday 3rd of May, we went to Colchester Zoo for a school trip.  We saw lots 
of animals, such as ostriches, rhinos, elephants, giraffes and even baby baboons 
playing tag!  We also took part in an interactive workshop, where we learnt about 
different life cycles.  At the end of the day, we went on the jungle train and walked 
through the lemur enclosure.  The lemurs were jumping everywhere.  We had a 
great day!  
 
Written by Jake W and Raff P (Year4 ) 

Year 3 Trip to Billericay High Street 
 
On Tuesday 22nd May, Year 3 braved the rain and walked up to 
Billericay High Street to investigate the buildings and learn 

about some of the history of the shops and buildings.  Everyone 
was very excited to be out of school and enjoyed looking at the 
different buildings.  The black timbre framed buildings were 
interesting and the white building next to Interflora even dated 
back to 1450.  Our Year 3 pupils were given the challenge to 

find certain objects on buildings along the High Street and could 
then learn why those objects were there.  The pupils (and some 
parents!) learnt lots about the history of the High Street and how 
and why the building uses have changed over time.  One pupil 
stated, 'I've loved today, it was so interesting looking at the 

buildings.  I learnt lots of things and saw things I hadn't noticed 
before.'   

Rapid Fire Cricket 
 

On Wednesday 11th May, Year 5 took 
part in a Rapid Fire Cricket session.  The 

game kept players continually moving, 
developing their fielding skills, and 

encouraged thoughtful placing of the ball 
by the batter. Mollie said it was a good 
experience and both Lilly and Jake said 

that it was great fun. 



 Growth Mindset Nominations 
Well done to all the children below who were voted 
by their peers for demonstrating growth  mindset! 

 

Class 3H:  Eric S, Abbie M, John K, Deborah O-M,  
Henry M, Riley L  
 
Class 3P:  Shae S, Renae R-M, Harry F, Sofia P,  
Kandhal V, Lily-Rose A 
 
 
Class 4HB: Teddy S, Harry W, Daniel S, Erin U, Scott M, 
Amelia M  
 
Class 4L: Lillie B, James H, James L-S, Freddie L-P, 
Leah N, Eleanor F 
 
 
Class 5M: Sam C, Aron C, Savannah K, Mollie B, Miley C, 
Avril T 
 
 

Class 5T: Alfie D, Ella A, Ava R, Ryan E, Ky M, Evelyn C 
 
  
Class 6A: Charlie C, Thomas F, Ava W, Benny E, Tiffany 
J, Frankie K 
 
  
Class 6W: Vinnie P, Livia R, Holly S, Max T, Charlotte W, 
Reggie W 
 
 

Year 3 and 4  
Parent 

Mathematics 
Workshop 

 
After school on Tuesday 17th May, we held a 
Mathematics workshop for Year 3 and 4 
parents. Within the session we discussed 
common anxieties that children face with 
maths; mental methods and games that could 
be played at home to practise these skills and 
the formal written methods used for 
multiplication and division throughout the lower 
school years.  Thank you to all of those who 
attended and we hope that you found it useful. 
The powerpont from the session can be found 
on the Y3 and Y4 website pages. 

 
I would like to say a big thank 
you to the PTA who have been 
hard at work again!  They ran 
another successful school 
disco, which was well 

attended, and they have also organised a 
Father’s Day present sale this week.  The Go 
Bonkers! event will be happening on Friday 17th 
July and we hope we will see as many of you 
there to support the event.  Hopefully the sun 
will shine for us. 

School Attendance 

Our overall school attendance for the year so far is only 95.2% and continues 
to be well below our usual attendance rate.  We pride ourselves on good 
attendance at Sunnymede so we are really disappointed. The table on the 
right shows the attendance rate for individual classes and six out of eight 
classes have attendance rates that are the lowest they have ever been.  The 
low attendance is largely due to so many parents taking children out of school 
to go on holidays during term time.  Considering the amount of time children 
have had off school due to school closures during the pandemic, we would 
hope that parents would understand how important it is that children attend 
school to continue to build on lost learning.  We hope that you will work with 
us to improve attendance for the remaining weeks of the summer term nd into 
next year. Poor attendance is one of the biggest factors that affects a child’s 
achievements. 

 

  

Class 
Attendance 
for the year 

so far  

6A 96.8  

4HB 96.1  

3P 95.2  

4L 95.1  

3H 94.9  

6W 94.3  

5T 94.2  

5M 94.5  

   

  

Please remember to 

report absences via 

Study Bugs. 



Basildon Police Football Rally 
 

We have a report from each year group about the Basildon Police Football 
rally.   
 
 
Year 6 
On Saturday 14th May, the Year 6 football team participated in the Lee 
Chapel Police Rally.  The first match we played was against Fairways 
School and we won.  The score was 2:1. The next game was against 
Noak Bridge School but we lost 2:0.   The third game was against Willows 
School and this was another win for us with a score of 2:0.  Lee Chapel 
School, who were the host school, beat us by 1:0 but we were proud of 
this result as Lee Chapel had beaten all the other schools by many more 
goals. The last game was against Greensted School and the score for this 
game was 2:0.  The team for this tournament was Ishy, Benny, Spencer, 
George, Will, Max and Thomas. 
 
Written by Ishy R, Benny E and Spencer M (Year 6) 
 
 
Year 5 
On Saturday 14th May the Year 5 football team represented Sunnymede at 
Lee Chapel School.  We took part in a 5 a side tournament. We played 
five matches which were eight minutes long. The first game was against 
Ghyllgrove School and we won this game 5:0.  Our second game was 
against Great Berry and we found this game quite tough.  We didn't mind 
losing to them as they were the eventual overall winners. This score was 
4:0.  Our third game was against the host team Lee Chapel School.  We 
found this game a bit easier and we won 4:0.  Our next game was against 
Greensted School.  It was a close game and they scored in the last minute 
to make the score 2:1.  It was a shame that we lost this game.  Our final 
game was against Northlands School.  We were determined not to give up 
without a fight and through true Sunnymede growth mindset and spirit we 
won 1:0. 
 
Written by David B (Year 5) 
 
Year 4 
On Saturday 14th May , Year  4 went to Lee Chapel School for a football 
tournament. We played 3 x 12 minute games.  This was the first time we 
had played for our school and we were very excited.  Our first game was 
against Lee Chapel School and we beat them 3:1.  Our second game was 
against Greensted School and this game was a draw with a score of 2:2.  
The final game was against Ghyllgrove School and in this game we lost 
3:2.  The team was Grace, Leo, Henry, Daniel, Rafferty, Scott and 
me.  We had a great day and we can't wait for next year. 
 
Written by Teddy S (Year 4) 
 
Year 3 
It was a hot sunny Saturday on the 14th May when Year 3 attended the Lee 
Chapel Police Rally.  The matches were 5 a side and this was the first time we 
had played for Sunnymede as a team.  The rules were different than our usual 
7 a side football.  We played 3 x 12 minute games with 6 minutes each way.  
Our first game was against Northlands School who we beat 7.0.  The second 
game was against the host school Lee Chapel School and this ended in a 1:1 
draw.  The final game was against Fairhouse School who we beat 3:1.  The 
Year 3 team were Teddy, Laksh, Niko, Theo, Ronnie, Henry and Riley. 

 

Written by Teddy K and Laksh R (Year 3) 

Basildon Police 
Netball Rally 

 

On Saturday the 14th of May, 

the Sunnymede Netball team 

went to Lee Chapel to 

participate in the Police Rally. 

We played against lots of 

different teams. We won two 

games, drew two games and 

lost one, this meant we were 

through to the semi-finals. 

Unfortunately, we did not win 

our match in the semi-finals, 

but we did have a great day, 

where we played well as a 

team.  We came 3rd out of 12 

teams overall 

Thank you to the staff and 

parents for all their support on 

the day of the Basildon Police 

Football and Netball Rally.  .  

It was a brilliant day and we 

are very proud of our teams. 

CVL Netball 
 
On Wednesday 28th of April, 
the Sunnymede netball team 
went to The Billericay School 
to play against nine 
other netball teams.  When 
we got there, we had to 
practise and get prepared for 
the match.  When we played, 
it was hard to keep up as it 
went so fast but by the end, 
we got the hang of it!  We 
came fourth out of ten 
teams.  
 
Written by Hattie S (Year 6) 



Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received  a 

Headteacher’s award   

Class 3H 

Abbie M 

Deborah O-M 

Henry M 

Archie W 

Darcey C 

Riley L 

Class 3P 

Henry O 

Harry F 

Kandhal V 

Dolly B 

Renae R-M 

Finley W 

Class 4HB 

Teddy S 

Henry M 

Amelia M 

Toby O’B 

Ethan H 

Chey H 

Class 4L 

George N 

Grace G 

Gregory R 

Joseph P 

Siena H 

Freya T 

 Class 5M 

Noah G 

Naelle G 

Megan L 

Samuel C 

Joseph B 

Oliver C 

Class 5T 

Zoe E 

Lexie G 

Rudy C 

Ava R 

Ky M 

Jake D 

Class 6A 

Lily C 

Olivia H 

Caleb C 

Ava-Marie W 

Liam A 

Preston W 

Class 6W 

Catherine B 

Scarlett T 

Reggie W 

Nancy S 

George Mu 

Jack L 

Year 3 Fire Safety  
Workshop 

 
On Wednesday 18th May, Firefighter Neil 
came to talk to Year 3 about fire safety in 
the home.  We learnt about how fires can 
start in the home and what we can do to 
prevent a fire.  Firefighter Neil talked to us 
about holding a family meeting to discuss 
having an emergency plan in place so 
everyone knows what to do in the event of a 
fire.  He then gave us some important safety 
tips if there was a fire at home.  We learnt 
that if there was a fire, we should crawl on 
the floor to safety as the smoke rises 
up.  Also we learnt that we should touch a 
door with the back of our hand to check for 
heat.  It was a very interesting visit and we 
learnt so much to keep us safe, thanks to 
Firefighter Neil. 

Safe Hands First Aid 
Workshops 

 
 
               

Year 4 
 
On Thursday 21st April, we had a lady visit our school to run a 
first aid workshop.  First, we went through the DRS ABC 
(Danger, Response, Shout, Airway, Breathing and CPR).  
Then she showed us how to put people into the recovery 
position and we got to practise on a partner. Finally, we were 
taught how to perform CPR.  We then got to practise on 
dummies.  After the workshop, we knew at least double the 
amount of first aid we knew before we went into the hall.  
 
Written by Esmae C and Sophia R (Year 4) 
 

Year 6 

 
Year 6 have been lucky enough to participate in First Aid 
training with Mrs Gill on 18th May.  We learnt about what is 
considered First Aid, who can administer it and a variety of life 
saving skills such as CPR and positioning individuals into the 
recovery position.  Having been taught the acronym DRS 
ABC, we now know how to react in an emergency First Aid 
scenario.  Thank you Mrs Gill for our informative and enjoyable 
session. 



Author Visit –Chrissie Sains 
 
Before half term, we were so fortunate to have a visit 
from a local author Chrissie Sains (who is also mum to 
Hattie in Year 6) and she spent the day with us.  Our 
pupils were all thoroughly entertained during a whole 
school interactive assembly where Chrissie shared an 
extract from her book, showed us how to come up with 
imaginative ideas for writing (using exciting props) and 
answered many questions.  Our pupils were then able to 
get copies of her book signed and ask even more 
questions!   
 
In the afternoon, Chrissie went into both Year 4 classes 
and ran a writing workshop called ‘Pets with 
Personality’.  They looked at some of the best animal 
characters in films and books and talked about what 
makes them so unforgettable. They were then given the 
opportunity to develop a new fun animal character, 
using a pet or favourite animal as inspiration.   Thank 
you to Chrissie Sains for visiting our school to give our 
pupils the experience of meeting a real life writer and 
inspiring them.  We thoroughly enjoyed having her 
spend the day with us.    

Year 4  
Writing Workshop 

 
Year 4 were very lucky as we had the 
author Chrissie Sains in our classrooms.  
We played lots of games and took part in 
different activities.  Chrissie taught us 
about how to become an author.  The first 
activity involved us playing a random word 
game, where we had five minutes to write 
a paragraph using as many words as we 
could.  Next, we imagined a funny pet we 
knew and we then turned them into crazy 
pets.  We had a great time and felt inspired 
with our writing!  
 
Written by Leah N and Sienna S (Year 4) 



Platinum Jubilee Celebration Day 
 
On the Wednesday before half term, we held our own Platinum 
Jubilee Celebration.  It was such a brilliant and memorable day and it 
was very clear that both pupils and staff had a thoroughly good time!  
Pupils and staff ‘dressed to impress’ the Queen and wore a crown or 
a Queen / Royal / Jubilee themed hat.  The day started with a whole 
school assembly, which involved a crown/hat parade where each 
class stood up and walked around the hall to show off the amazing 
crowns and hats they had made, some even giving a Royal wave!   
We were very impressed with the creativity and originality with many 
of the crowns and hats. Thank you to our pupils and parents who had 
worked hard to make these as part of a two week homework project.  
It certainly was very difficult for teachers to decide on who should 
receive a prize for the best crown or hat!   
 
The day was spent doing activities related to Her Majesty The Queen 

and the Platinum Jubilee, such as finding out about the Queen’s life, 

the Commonwealth, writing a list poem of things that are found in the 

Queen’s Handbag, designing a special Platinum Jubilee stamp, Coat 

of Arms, Carriage, Archway or brooch for the Queen.  Party games 

were also played, such as Platinum Jubilee themed Bingo, Sleeping 

Corgis, Musical Queen’s Guards or Pass the Crown.  Classes spent 

some time in the wildlife garden playing croquet in the Royal Court, 

participating in ‘Pin the Crown on the Corgi’ and ‘Pin the Diamond on 

the Crown’.  There was also a beautifully made throne for our pupils 

to sit on and pose for a photo.  Our pupils enjoyed a Treasure Trail 

around the school where clues had to be worked out to identify where 

and what the belonging was that the Queen needed to help her 

celebrate her Platinum Jubilee. 

 
At lunchtime, an ‘Afternoon Tea’ luncheon was held and the hall and 
tables were transformed with beautiful decorations to give it the ‘wow 
factor’.  Thank you to the staff and the team of Year 6 pupils who 
helped make the decorations and set the tables beautifully.  The 
kitchen staff made a beautiful afternoon tea luncheon – thank you for 
all their hard work.  The cakes were the star of the show with crown 
shaped shortbread, ‘God Save the Queen’ embossed icing cupcakes 
and delicious chocolate brownies and lemon drizzle cake with special 
cake toppers.  Thank you to Mr Ramshaw who played the piano and 
sang throughout the lunch, which added to the wonderful atmosphere 
of the celebratory lunch.   
 
Towards the end of the day, parents were invited to come onto the 
playground and listen to the whole school sing ‘God Save The 
Queen’ and ‘Simply The Best’ (a song adapted for the Queen).  It 
was a perfect end to a perfect day – and certainly a day to remember! 



Best Staff Hat! 

Best Crown / Hat Winners! 

More Platinum Celebration Day Photos 



Below are the dates of key events in the school calendar.  

Please check Parentmail updates or the school website, as 
sometimes dates may need to be amended. Ask the office if 
you are unsure.  

Date Time Event 

Thurs 21st July  3:15pm Last day of summer term 

Wednesday 20th July   -  Y3 to watch Y2 leavers’ assembly 

Monday 18th July  2pm   Y6 Governors’ award presentation 

Monday 18th July 9:15am Y6 Leavers’ assembly for parents 

 Saturday 16th July    Y6 leavers’ disco (private event organised by Y6 parents) 

Thursday 14th July     Y6 leavers’ trip to Adventure Island 

 Friday 15th July    End of year report to parents (TBC) 

Wednesday 13th July     Y6 leavers’ show to rest of school 

Tuesday 12th July  1:45pm approx.   Y6 leavers’ show to parents 

 Tuesday 12th July  AM  Y5 last day of swimming 

 Friday 8th July 6:30-8:00 pm   PTA Disco 

 Friday 8th July 9:10am   Y2 Transition meeting / presentation 

 Friday 8th July  AM  Y4 Last day of swimming 

Thursday 7th July   TBC  Y6 Magistrate’s visit 

Wednesday 6th July 5-7pm   Open evening / 2nd hand uniform sale 

 Tuesday 5th July AM   Transition day – children meet new teacher 

Tuesday 5th July  All day   Yr 6 Transition day at The Billericay School 

Monday 4th July    Reserve date for sports day / picnic lunch on field 

Friday 1st July -   Summer term optional homework projects due in 

Thursday 30th June   5:30pm  Y5 parents – Hilltop residential meeting 

 Thursday 30th June All day   Y6 Transition day for Mayflower High School 

Wednesday 29th June  AM   District Athletics reserve date 

 Monday 27th June  AM  Sports day 

Wednesday 22nd June  AM   District Athletics 

Friday 17th June 3:15pm  PTA Go Bonkers event 

Friday 17th June  All day  PTA non-uniform day / Bring a bottle 

Thursday 16th June  AM  Class photos 

W/C Monday 13th June  AM  Y4 Times Table statutory tests 

Friday 10
th
 June  All day  Kwik cricket event 

Friday 10th June  9:00am PTA Father’s Day Present selling—additional date 

Thursday 9th June 9:00am  Class 4L celebration assembly – parents invited 

Thursday 9th June AM Billericay School teachers to visit Sunnymede pupils 

Thursday 9th June  2.40pm or 3.20pm Yr 3 parents meeting—demonstration of new online reading record 


