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 11th Nov: Online 

Awareness Workshop 

for Y5  parents 

 12th Nov Class 5T 

Celebration Assembly   

 22nd Nov: Year 6 

Height and Weight 

checks 
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 Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We hope that everyone had a lovely half term holiday and enjoyed time with 

friends and family.  It has been a good first half of the term and we hope that 

everyone is rested and refreshed, ready for the next half term.  All our pupils, 

particularly our new Year 3 pupils, have settled into their new classes well, 

adjusting to new routines and demonstrating positive attitudes to learning.  What 

has been particularly good during this new term, is a sense of normality with 

different year groups eating lunch in the hall and face to face whole school 

assemblies, giving us an opportunity to discuss our school values and celebrate 

achievements together.  Moreover, extra-curricular activities have started up 

again, with children having opportunities to participate in a club, learning new 

skills and enjoying being with their peers.  We were also finally able to take our 

Year 6 group on a residential, an experience that last year’s Year 6 unfortunately 

missed.            

   

It was lovely to see parents back in the school building having face to face 

parents’ consultation evenings just before half term.  Thank you for being 

considerate and wearing masks when moving around the school. We are 

tentatively planning school events for the lead up to Christmas but we are 

obviously mindful that we have to be careful and protect our school community, 

especially before Christmas.  You will be pleased to know that we will be having 

a Christmas production this year. Usually, this takes place over one afternoon 

and two evenings.  However, we have decided to add an additional afternoon 

performance for the Christmas production this year and tickets will be limited.  

There will be more information about this and other events in due course.   

 

At the end of September, we said goodbye to Mrs Doyle, our administration 

assistant who worked with us for eight years in the office.  We thank her for all 

her hard work in the office and we will miss her calm, gentle and kind manner, 

particularly dealing with first aid and more recently supporting our diabetic 

children.  We would like to welcome Mrs McLellan, our new administration 

assistant, who has recently joined our team.  She has settled in well and is a 

lovely addition to the Sunnymede team. 

 

Whilst many of our procedures and practices have returned to ‘normal’, we are 

acutely aware that there continue to be a number of COVID-19 cases within the 

community.  Some of our pupils, parents and staff members have the virus.  We 

extend our best wishes to all those who are currently affected a speedy 

recovery.  Please take care and keep safe.  

 

Learning for a better tomorrow 

Sunnymede Snippets   
November 2021 
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Year 3 Stone Age Day 

On Wednesday 15th September, Sunnymede Junior School 
turned into Stone Age Junior School when Portals from the Past 
came to bring history to life.  Our Year 3 pupils looked amazing 
in their Stone Age outfits and really enjoyed their day.  We 
learnt lots of interesting information and had lots of fun.  We 
chased and captured a woolly mammoth, studied some Stone 
Age artefacts, hunted deer and built a replica Stonehenge.  It 
was a brilliant day!  

 

 

Year 6 Hilltop 

Residential Trip  

 
 
 

On the 12th September, our very excited Year 6 
pupils embarked on their residential trip to Hilltop 
Outdoor Activity Centre near Sheringham in Norfolk.  
We were away for three nights and had an action 
packed few days.  The purpose of this trip was to 
challenge ourselves, develop our self-confidence, 
work as a team, build secure friendships and, most of 
all, have fun.  Reflecting on our trip, all pupils 
achieved these goals! 
  
We scaled our own Mount Everest (known as the 
climbing wall), soared through the air like Superman 
on the Super Swing, zipped through the woodland on 
the Big Zipper and became Robin Hood during 
archery sessions.  Alongside this, we experienced 
the Tree Top Trail, mountain biking, crate stacking 
and agility course. 
  
As teachers, we are really proud of everything the 

pupils overcame and we would like to say thank you 

for giving us a fantastic few days away! 

 

This was our first visit to Hilltop Outdoor Activity 

Centre and we were so well looked after by the staff 

there.  We were very impressed with the venue and 

activities and are currently booking the next trip for 

September 2022.  We will be inviting Year 5 parents 

to an information session soon. 



 Growth Mindset Nominations 
Well done to all the children below who were voted by 
their class mates for demonstrating growth mindset! 

 

Class 3H: Riley L,  Jamie D, Chloe L, Henry M, 
Mollie R, Bobby F 
  
Class 3P:  Phoenix G, Theo D,  Logan C, Lucas M, 
Ashleigh M, Teddy K, George B 
  
Class 4HB: Rosa C, Ethan H,  Eleanor E, Lucy N, 
Daniel S,  Leo H, Teddy S 
 
Class 4L: Eleanor F,  George N, Rafferty P, Greg R, 
Noah S, Megan W, Jake W 
 
Class 5M: Jonny H, Lucas W,  Shyam P, Amy W, 
Michael R, Rory P 
 
Class 5T: Ellie R, Violet R, Armaan P, Layla C,   
James G,  David B,  Jessica M 
  
Class 6A: Isabel S, April S, Preston W,  Jakob P, 
Kaeden M, Ellen S 
  
 Class 6W: Alfie M, Will T, Alfie M  

Attendance 
Our overall attendance from the start of the Autumn Term 2021 to 

half term is 96.7%.  This is a little over our 96.4% whole school target 

set by governors.  However, given the challenges with the current 

pandemic, we are really pleased with the overall attendance.  Well 

done!  

Whilst the overall attendance is very good, we do have a number of 

children whose attendance is very low indeed - below 90%. We are 

currently monitoring the attendance of individual children.  If your 

child falls into this category or are in danger of becoming a 

‘persistent absentee’, we will be contacting you and may require you 

to attend a school-based meeting with the home school attendance 

officer so we can work together to improve their attendance. 

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

% Attendance to date for 

the academic year  

2021-22 

1st 4HB 98.0% 

Joint 2nd 5M  

6W 

96.9% 

96.9% 

3rd 3H 96.5% 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been very pleased to implement 

the use of electronic registers (Study 

Bugs) this term and this, along with our 

pupils coming straight in to class in the 

morning, has made such a difference to 

ensuring a smooth and calm start to the 

day. If you have not already done so, 

please sign up to Study Bugs as this is a 

quick way to let us know if your child is 

absent and the reason why.  In addition, 

please remember that children need to be 

in school between 8.40 am and 8.50am 

so that they are ready to learn at 8.55am 

when the school day starts.   

With all the disruption to our children’s education over 

the last year and a half, good attendance is important.  

We understand that occasionally children can be 

poorly and it can be difficult to distinguish between 

COVID-19 and the common cold.  However, as you 

know, as well as PCR tests being carried out when 

needed, the government have advised that Lateral 

Flow Tests are carried out with primary school children 

twice a week and we hope that as many of you are 

doing this as a way of protecting the school 

community.  We sent out a Parentmail earlier this 

week about how you can get lateral flow tests for use 

with your child.  

 

Thank you for all the harvest donations of food to support our 

local food bank. These were much appreciated. Your 

kindness will go a long way in helping to support our local 

community. 



 
NSPCC Assembly 

  

 
The whole school 
participated in the bi-annual 
NSPCC assembly before 
the half term 
break.  Through an 
interactive assembly, which 

included Ant and Dec, forms of abuse were 
discussed, including what children can do to keep 
themselves safe. The Childline number (0800 
1111) was also revised.  Our pupils continued the 
discussion about personal safety in their classes 
and discussed who they can speak to if they have 
any worries and concerns. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday 17th September, we held a Jeans for 
Genes Day.  We raised an amazing £193.15.  Your 
donations will make a big difference to the lives of 
children and families living with genetic conditions.  
Thank you so much for your generosity and ongoing 
support. 

 

 

 

Sunnymede staff held a coffee morning in their 

staffroom in September and raised £41.00 for the 

Macmillan Cancer Support charity.   A big thank 

you for the kind donations and to the bakers who 

made the delicious baked treats.  

Unfortunately, due to 

the pandemic, it has 

been difficult to hold 

Parents Teacher 

Association (PTA) 

meetings and events.  

After such a long time, 

staff and parents from 

both the Infants and Junior Schools 

participated in a face-to-face PTA meeting 

We had a good turn out of people who are 

keen to be involved to help raise funds for 

the school.  It was lovely to see new and 

familiar faces and we are looking forward to 

getting the PTA back up and running again.  

We are hoping to hold some fundraising 

events, such as film nights for the children, 

children designing Christmas cards to be 

purchased, selling tea towels and mugs with 

whole class portraits and a raffle.  More 

details about these events will be sent out 

once these are finalised at our next PTA 

meeting, which is taking place later today. 

 

 

 

It has been wonderful to start up football games 

again, competing against our local primary schools 

in Billericay.  Thank you to the staff for organising 

and overseeing these events. Well done to our Year 

5/6 footballers for representing our school so well. 

Year 5/6 CVL Football 
 
On 23

rd
 September, we attended our first football 

match in a long time.  This took place at Mayflower 
High School where we played against the other 
Billericay Schools.  In total we played six games. We 
won our first game 6-0.  This was a great start and 
our confidence started to grow.  Overall, we won 
three games, lost two and drew one.  We came joint 
third on points but overall we came third because we 
scored more goals. 

 

Year 5/6 Parish Cup Football  
 
On Monday 1th October, we hosted a football match 
against Buttsbury Junior School.  The game started 
well with Sunnymede scoring the first two goals. 
Unfortunately, during the second half, Buttsbury 
were the stronger team and scored four goals. The 
final score was 4-2 to Buttsbury Junior School.   



Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you         

are unsure.  

Date Time Event 
Monday 1st November  Pupils return to school following half term break 

Wednesday 3rd November AM Class 3H Family Dance at The Billericay School 

Thursday 4th November AM Fire Service assembly 

Friday 5th November 1.45pm PTA Meeting 

Y3 Creative homework begins 

Wednesday 10th November PM Y5 Walk Online virtual roadshow (Basildon Safer Partnership_ 

Thursday 11th November AM Armistice Assembly with Two Minutes’ Silence  

Thursday 11th November 8.00 —9.30pm Online Awareness Workshop for parents 

Friday 12th November 9:00am Class 5T Celebration Assembly (5T parents invited) 

Wednesday 17th November AM Jim Smith Cup  Year 5/6 football 

Monday 22nd November AM Year 6 Height and Weight check 

Wednesday 24th November TBC Sports Hall Athletics heats at The Billericay School 

Friday 26th November  AM John Baron visit for Year 6 

Friday 26th November  PM Year 3/4 Buddy Boot Camp 

Thursday 2nd December  Dress rehearsal for Christmas production 

Friday 3rd December All Day International Day of People with Disabilities 

Friday 6th December AM Flu Immunisations 

Monday 6th December 2pm  Christmas Production afternoon performance 

Tuesday 7th December 6pm Christmas Production evening performance 

Wednesday 8th December 2pm  Christmas Production afternoon performance 

Thursday 8th December 6pm Christmas Production evening  performance 

Friday 10th December  All day Christmas Jumper Day fundraiser 

Tuesday 14th December  PM PTA raffle draw and Carol Service outside (TBC) 

Wednesday 15th December All day Year 5 Portals from the Past Viking Day 

Thursday 16th December PM Class Christmas parties 

Friday 17th December  Lunchtime   School Christmas dinner (Juniors) 

Friday 17th December  Last day of term 

Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received  a 

Headteacher’s award   

Class 3H 

Bella W 

Austin L 

Bobby F 

Riley L 

Rae S 

Evie P 

Class 3P 

Niko S 

Ashleigh M 

Lucas M 

Lily-Rose A 

Teddy K 

Logan C 

Class 4HB 

Serenity G 

Denni-Rose M 

Scott M 

Ava-Louise W 

Erion V 

Alex K 

Class 4L 

James L-S 

Christopher P 

Jake W 

Megan W 

Sophia R 

Casey D 

 Class 5M 

Mollie B 

Megan L 

Naelle G 

Amy W 

Miley C 

Mitchell S 

Class 5T 

Violet R 

Alfie S 

Eszter D 

Rocco T 

Jessica M 

Jack B 

Class 6A 

Charlie G 

Ellen S 

Kaeden M 

Charlie C 

Kitty S 

Lilly R 

Class 6W 

Austin B 

Riley B 

Max T 

Hattie S 

Ergisa V 

Oliver D 


