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We hope you had an enjoyable half term break. Our pupils seem to have returned 
rested and re-energised, ready for the second half of the Spring Term. 
  
The activities that our pupils experienced during the first half of the Spring Term 
seemed to have a common theme. With the Year 3 Home Safety workshop, the 
road safety walks for Year 5, Year 6 cyber-safety workshop, Bikeability sessions for 
Year 6, all of which highlighted the importance of keeping safe, whether on the road, 
paths, online and at home.  Read on to find out more about what our pupils have 
been learning about how to keep safe.  The safety theme has continued, with an 
opportunity for our parents to attend a workshop on County Lines last month.  This 
provided valuable information on this, especially knowing the signs in order to 
prevent this happening.  It was good to see so many parents there.   
 
Thank you to the Year 6 parents who attended the SATs workshop in January. With 
less than three months to go until their SATs, our Year 6 pupils (and teachers!) are 
currently working hard to ensure they are ready for their SATs.  They are engaging 
well with learning and demonstrating a good growth mindset.  Keep up the hard 
work!   
 
We take pride in the fact that we have a wide range of enrichment and sporting 
activities, both in school and out of school.  Over the last few months, some of our 
pupils have participated in various sporting activities and performed brilliantly, which 
has resulted in reaching the area final.  However, the participation in all these 
sporting events would not have happened without the support of our parents.  As 
you know, the cost of coaches is now so high that we as a school are unable to fund 
these for multiple sporting events.  We would like to thank all the parents who have 
helped so much with transporting their children to the sporting events.  Your support 
is much appreciated.   
  
One of our lunchtime LSAs, Mrs Burgess, is leaving Sunnymede Junior School this 
week and we would like to thank her for all her hard work and support she has given 
to our pupils in making their lunchtimes enjoyable, whether supporting individuals on 
the playground, running a lunchtime club or ensuring our pupils continue to maintain 
their great behaviour in the hall while eating. She has been a great asset to the 
team, creating wonderful displays around the school and making props for our 
Christmas productions.  We wish her well as she goes on her creative venture.   
We would like to welcome Mrs Mountford, our new MDA, who has joined the MDA 

team.  We also would like to welcome Mrs Cantwell and Mrs Hart who also have 

joined our office team, supporting the Junior School whilst still working at 

Sunnymede Infants School. 

 

Now the evenings are getting lighter and flowers are beginning to bloom, spring has 

definitely sprung, allowing us to spend more time enjoying the outdoors.  Thank you 

for your continued support as always.   

Learning for a better tomorrow 
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Maths Multiplication 
Workshop 

 
In Year 4, children participate in a statutory 
Multiplication Tables Check. This is a 
compulsory on- screen assessment to check 
your child’s multiplication fact recall. The 
programme was rolled out across the country 

last year for the first time. By the end of Year 4, children are 
expected to have rapid mental recall of ALL their multiplication 
facts (out of sequence). The online test aims to capture whether 
children have achieved this and prepares them for future Maths 
work. 
 
Learning times tables is an area that parents can really help their 
children with at home.  Thank you to those parents who attended 
the very recent Year 4 maths workshop, focusing on times tables 
led by Miss Wilcox, our maths subject leader. Within this workshop, 
Miss Wilcox showed parents different strategies and activities on 
how to support their child at home with learning their times tables.  
 
With the Multiplication Tables Check that Year 4 will be completing 
in June this year, we hope the parents who 
attended this workshop very helpful.  We will 
be running another maths multiplication tables 
workshop for our Year 3 parents on 1st March 
2023. Details about this were sent out earlier 
this week.   We look forward to seeing more 
parents at this workshop.  

 

Year 6 Bikeability 

Some Year 6 pupils have been 
participating in Bikeability over 
the last few weeks.  This cycle 
training programme helps 

children to gain the skills, knowledge and 
understanding to cycle safely on the roads.  
Bikeability also gives them the confidence for 
all kinds of cycling in the future.  It has been 
lovely to see groups of Year 6 pupils cycling 
in the winter sunshine, listening carefully to 
the Bikeability instructors. To acknowledge 
their success, they received a certificate and 
badge which shows they have passed the 
course and are now able to cycle safely on 
the roads. 

Mathematics Enrichment Day 

On the 18th January, the entire school took part in a Mathematics 

Enrichment morning.  Years 3 and 4 were tasked with building 
bridges that were able to hold the most weight, while Years 5 
and 6 were creating ‘Rube Goldberg machines’ (a machine 
which carries out a task without human interaction).  The children 
had a fantastic morning applying a range of mathematical skills 

and worked brilliantly in teams.  The winning classes in each 
phase group won a target ball game for their wet play boxes.  
Our winners were 3H and 5M.  Well done! 



 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  

Road Safety Pedestrian 

Training   
 

The week before half term, Year 5 had a visit from the Safer 

Essex Roads Partnership, which they enjoyed.  They 

received practical pedestrian training to raise awareness 

of road safety, as well as a workshop and quiz back in class.  Using 

Google maps, our Year 5 pupils looked at where to cross the road 

safely on their routes to secondary school. They were also reminded 

of the importance of wearing their cycle helmet.  Every pupil was 

given a fluorescent bag to remind them to 'Be Bright, Be Seen'.  The 

Safer Essex Roads woman was very complimentary about our Year 5 

pupils, saying that they were very engaged with the training and 

asked some great questions.  Well done Year 5!   

 

Year 6 Cyber-Safety Workshop 

On Thursday 26th January, Year 6 had a cyber-safety talk 

delivered by the Essex Fire Service. We were reminded of the 

potential dangers online and how to avoid these so we can 

enjoying being online safely. Year 6 were educated about 

current social media apps that they may use and how to remain 

safe on these by using the privacy settings. During this session, 

pupils were made aware about a real life scenario which helped 

bring the dangers and importance of online safety to life. In 

addition, we were reminded of the various people and agencies 

we could talk to if we felt we were in any danger.  

Year 3  

Home Safety 

Workshop 

 

In January, Year 3 had a visitor from the Fire 

Service.  Neil, the firefighter, told us all about fire 
hazards in the home and how we can stay safe.  
He also showed us how fire alarms work by 
warning us if there is a fire.  He explained that we 
should all have a fire safety plan in the case of a 

fire.  Do you have a plan?  The children asked lots 
of very interesting and thoughtful questions and 
behaved very well for our visitor.   

Reminder 
 
Whilst on the subject of road safety, we 
are seeing that parents are increasingly 
driving up to the Meadoway school 
entrance to drop off their children or to 
turn around.  The entrance should be 
clear and safe, particularly as we have 
children walking near the school and 
crossing the roads.  On both Mons 
Avenue and The Meadoway, cars are 
parking or waiting on the yellow zig zag 
lines which are there for a reason.  
Please be vigilant when bringing or 
collecting your children to or from 
school.   
 

Phone Messaging 
 
Over the last few weeks, the senior leadership have been involved in dealing with unkind and inappropriate messages 
between peers on WhatsApp groups or similar messaging group chats, which have occurred outside of school.  This 
has taken a huge amount of staff’s time investigating and meeting with parents of children who have been involved in 
the situation.  It is important to be aware that WhatsApp requires a minimum age of 13 (16 in other countries) but 
relies on the honesty of the child and family to adhere to the age restrictions.  
 
The use of phones or other electronic devices can play a significant role in your child’s life, both online and offline.  
However, when the wellbeing of your child is affected and the issues are brought into school as a result of 
inappropriate messaging, this impacts massively on teaching and learning and wellbeing. 
 
If you have decided together with your child that they can have a phone or other device, then it is important that you 
support them to do so safely and monitor regularly how your child uses their phone.  It’s important to keep in mind 
that anything sent privately can always be shared further by forwarding messages, saving images, or taking 
screenshots. No message is ever guaranteed to be 100% private.   
 
As a parent or carer, you play a key role in helping your child to stay safe online.  There are plenty of tips, advice, 
guides and resources on www.saferinternet.org.uk to help you support your child to use the internet safely, 

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk


Attendance 
Our overall attendance from the start of the Autumn Term 
2022 to the February half term is 95.6% which is below our 
96.2% whole school target set by governors.  There has only 
been a 0.1% improvement since Christmas.  Illness and 
holidays taken during term time has continued to impact 
on our overall attendance.    

We are currently monitoring the attendance of individual 
children with our home school attendance officer.  We do 
have a number of children whose attendance is below 
90%, meaning that they fall into the ‘persistent absentee’ 
category.  We will be contacting you in the hope that we 
can work together to improve your child’s school 
attendance. 

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance for academic 

year 2022-23 

1st 4L 96.5% 

2nd 4T 96.1% 

3rd 3P 95.9% 

Cross Country Competition 
On Thursday 26th January, Years 3 and 4 entered the 

cross country competition at Mayflower High School.  It 

was a cold frosty morning.  When we started the race, 

everyone was bunched together and we kept slipping in 

the mud.  We ran 1000m.  After what seemed a long time, 

we eventually finished the race.  We did really well.  

Going through to the final to represent Sunnymede is 

Teddy K from Year 4. Well done Teddy! 

Joshua J and Lorcan M (Year 4) 

 

In the afternoon, Years 5 and 6 took part in the cross 

country.  It was an event against other schools from the 

Billericay family.  It was very wet and muddy.  At first 

everyone charged and scrambled to get the best position.  

We ran 1500m.  It was a quick race.  Going through to the 

final from Year 5 are Grace G and Rafferty P. The final 

will be held at William de Ferrers on Wednesday 1st 

March. 

Megan W and Will H (Year 5) 

 

Tag Rugby Festival 
On Thursday 2nd February, Years 3 and 4 attended their 

first Tag Rugby competition.  It was a cold frosty morning.  

The venue was Mayflower High School.  We played every 

match.  We did lots of running and diving to grab the tags 

from the children from other schools.  We played six 

games and Sunnymede came first! It was a fun morning.   

Jessica E and Ella B (Year 3) 

 

Years 5 and 6 went to Mayflower High School for our first 

Tag Rugby competition as a team.  We played six games 

against the other schools in the Billericay family.  We lost 

our first game by one try.  We then went onto draw the 

second game then won the rest of our matches.  It was 

very exciting!  Overall, we came second and went through 

to the final which was at the William de Ferrers school. 

Leo H and Henry M (Year 5) 

 

Tag Rugby…the Final 
On Wednesday 8th February, Years 5 and 6 travelled to 

the William De Ferrers School for the area final.  Our 

parents were there to support and encourage us.  Again, 

we played seven games.  Alfie S was very fast - once he 

got the ball he would just run and run and score the try.  

As a team we all defended well and the other schools 

struggled to get any tries.  We came second and are so 

proud of our achievements.   

The Tag Rugby Team (Years 5 and 6) 

 

 

 

 Well done to all the children below who were voted by 
their class mates for demonstrating growth mindset! 

 

Class 3H: Christopher P, Sonny N, Abigail R, 

                 Scarlett H-L, Ella B 

Class 3P:  Nathanial S, Daniel G, George P.  

                  Zack L. Henry P 

Class 4L: Bobby F, Harrison D, Eric S, Amelia C, 

                  Olivia R 

Class 4T: Lily-Rose A, Sofia P, Victoria D,  Max L, 

                  Finley W 

Class 5HB: Grace G, Casey D, Joseph P,  

                    Esme C, Mia D 

Class 5M: Lucy N, Eleanor E, Erion V, Rosa C, 

                  Leo H 

Class 6A:  Rueben D, Macie B, Frankie J, Max P, 

                  Alex T 

Class 6W: Felix L, Amy W, Rory P, Joe B,  

                   Aron C 



Below are the dates of key events in the 

school calendar. Please check newsletters, 

Parentmail updates or ask at the school office 

if you are unsure. New dates are in bold. 

Date Time Event 
Mon 20th Feb AM Class 4L athletics skills session 

Tues 21st Feb AM Year 5 Sparks Art filming workshop (linked to mental health 

week) 

Wed 22nd Feb All day Year 4 Egyptian Portals From The Past (dress up day) 

Wed 22nd Feb 2pm PTA meeting at the Junior School 

Fri 24th Feb 9:00am Class 3P Celebration Assembly—parents invited 

Mon 27th Feb AM Class 4T athletics skills session 

Tues 28th Feb 9:15-11:30am BSMA choir rehearsal at Buttsbury school (RESCHEDULED 

FROM WED 1ST MARCH) 

Weds 1st Mar 2.10pm Year 3 Times Table Maths workshop 

Weds 1st Mar 3.30-5.00pm Year 5/6 Cross Country Final at William De Ferrers School 

Thurs 2nd Mar All day World Book Day 

Mon 6th Mar AM Class 6W athletics skills session 

Tues 8th Mar AM Year 6 Crucial Crew (Virtual) 

Thurs 9th Mar 9:45-12:00 Y5/6 Girls Football CVL 

Thurs 9th Mar pm Year 5 Life Expo visit 

Thurs 10th Mar pm Year 6 Life Expo visit 

Fri 10th Mar  PTA Mother’s Day Present Selling 

W/C 13th Mar All Week Y3,4,5 Assessment Week 

Mon 13th Mar AM Class 6A athletics skills session 

Tues 14th Mar All Day BSMA Choir Rehearsal  

Tues 14th Mar 7pm BSMA Performance at Towngate Theatre 

Weds 15th Mar 7pm BSMA Performance at Towngate Theatre 

Fri 17th Mar All Day Comic Relief—Red Nose Day 

Wed 22nd Mar 9:45-12:00 Y5/6 CVL Netball at Billericay School (RESCHEDULED FROM  

WED 15th MARCH) 

Thurs 23rd Mar 9:00am Class 4T Celebration Assembly—parents invited 

Thurs 23rd Mar 9:30-12:00 Y5/6 Boys Football B&C at Mayflower School TBC 

Fri 24th Mar PM Y5 Planetarium Experience 

Fri  24th Mar 6:30-8:00 pm PTA Junior Disco 

Tue 28th Mar 5:30—7:30 pm Y3,4,5 Parent Consultations Meetings 

Thurs 30th Mar 4:00-6:00 pm Y3,4,5 Parent Consultations Meetings 

Fri 31st Mar AM Y4 last day of swimming this term 

Fri 31st Mar 3:15pm END OF TERM 

Mon 17th Apr AM Summer Term Begins Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received a 

Headteacher’s award  

Class 3H 

Sebby C 

Harry J 

Charlie T 

Ava G 

 

 

Class 3P 

Penelope K 

Finley M 

George P 

Eve R 

Class 4L 

Rae S 

Millie F 

Joshua J 

Deborah O-M 

 

Class 4T 

Niko S 

Shaynia M 

Freddie G 

Max L 

 Class 5HB 

William H 

Noah S 

James H 

Freddie L-P 

Class 5M 

Henry M 

Jake J 

Serenity G 

Ben W 

 

Class 6A 

Violet R 

Frankie J 

Ava R 

Macie B 

Class 6W 

Jonny H 

Avril T 

Oliver  C 

Aron C 


