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 Wed 2nd Nov: Class 

3P at Dance Festival 

 Fri 4th Nov 9am: 

Class 5M parents 

invited in for 

Celebration Assembly 

 Mon 7th Nov 9am: 

PTA meeting/AGM  

 Tues 8th Nov: Year 5 

Walk Online Roadshow    

Read the back page for all 

the diary dates 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
    
Welcome to the first Sunnymede Snippets of this academic year.  It has been a wonderful 
start to the term and all of our pupils have settled in very well, demonstrating positive 
attitudes to learning.  We hope you had a lovely half term holiday; the children seem to 
have returned refreshed for a busy second half of the autumn term.   
  
It has been lovely getting to know our Year 3 cohort and the new pupils who have joined 
us from other schools.  We hope they are becoming more familiar with our routines and 
expectations and, most importantly, are enjoying being part of our school community. 
  
Mrs Branch and Miss King have been going into classes to look at the writing skills of our 
pupils and it has been wonderful to see their engagement with the texts that have been 
carefully selected to inspire their writing.  It was lovely listening to the Year 5 children’s 
differing opinions on Macbeth and whether or not it was better than Varjak Paw that they 
studied last year—opinion was divided! We are working hard to build the writing stamina of 
all our pupils and are encouraging them to develop their handwriting and presentation 
skills.   
  
Working in partnership with parents to support their child’s learning, emotional wellbeing 
and to ensure good school attendance is important to us. It has been good to see so many 
parents attend the ‘Meet The Teacher’ sessions held earlier this term and also to see 
many of you at Parents’ Consultation Evenings held just before the half term holiday.  If 
you have missed the opportunity to speak with your child’s class teacher, please do 
contact the school to make an appointment.  We always have an open door policy and if 
you have any concerns/worries about your child, please speak to one of us.  We find that 
by talking through things, solutions can be found and support put into place.     
  
We would like to welcome two new staff members to our school - Mrs Foley, a Midday 
Assistant, who has joined the MDA team and Mr Oakes, from Jack of All Sports, who is 
teaching Physical Education PPA lessons and some of our sports clubs.     
  
We have been very pleased with our pupils’ behaviour around the school this term, but 

particularly during break times and lunchtimes.  We have reintroduced football at 

lunchtimes with two year groups each day playing football in one half of the playground.  

This is managed by Mr Oakes and is proving to be very successful, with many pupils keen 

to get outside to play! After half term, our play leaders will be fully trained and we will also 

introduce some  new playground equipment, including our newly installed ActivAll Boards. 

We hope that this provision will make play times even  more enjoyable for our pupils. 

  
One of our LSAs, Mrs McCartney, will be leaving us shortly and we would like to thank her 
for all the hard work and support she has given to our pupils.  We wish her well as she 
starts her new job.  Mrs Cummins, one of the kitchen staff, is also leaving us and we thank 
her for all her hard work within the kitchen team, serving school lunches to our pupils with 
a lovely smile. Both will be missed! 
  
Take care and keep safe during the upcoming autumnal celebrations we all enjoy so 
          much, particularly Bonfire night! 

Learning for a better tomorrow 

 

 

 

 

We hope that our parents/ 

carers and pupils are finding 

‘BoomReader’, our new digital 

reading record system, effective 

to use.  If you have not done 

so, please sign up to ’Boom 

Reader’.  Listening to your child 

read and supporting them with 

developing their reading skills is 

one of the most valued ways 

you can help your child with 

their learning at home.   
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Humanist Visiting Speaker 
 
Recently we had a visiting speaker, Peter 
Lawley, who shared the main principles of 
humanism with our pupils.  He led a very 
interactive whole school assembly with our 
pupils who were really engaged throughout this 
assembly. Peter was very impressed with the 
attitude, openness and questions asked by the 
pupils.  We were very proud of our pupils’ 
maturity and demonstration of our school 
values.   

 

 

Year 6 Hilltop Outdoor Centre 

Residential Trip  

 

Very soon into the new term, our Year 6 pupils went on their residential trip to 
Hilltop Outdoor Activity Centre near Sheringham in Norfolk.  As well as 
experiencing being away from home for three nights, their action-packed few days 
really developed their resilience, independence and self-confidence.  In addition, 
the variety of activities enabled our Year 6 pupils to work as team, build friendships 
and, most of all, have brilliant fun!  They soared through the air on the Big Zipper 
and Super Swing; mastered cycling skills through attempting ramps, jumps and 
seesaws on mountain bikes; conquered their fears on the Tree Top Trail and Tree 
Climbing; developed accuracy with their archery skills; and crawled and clambered 
over the agility and assault course.   
 
What was impressive was how the children really challenged themselves and used 
their growth mindset - they should be very proud of themselves in what they 
achieved.  We hope our Year 6 children made memories that they will treasure, as 
we know we have as staff.  We enjoyed taking them to Hilltop and as Hilltop’s 
slogan says – it was one BIG adventure!   
 
We will be inviting Year 5 parents to an information session about the 2023 
residential trip soon. 

 



Year 3 Parents Lunch 
Before half term, we invited our Year 3 
parents to come in and have a school 
lunch with their child.  It was lovely to see 
so many parents come in and we hope 
they enjoyed experiencing one of our 
nutritious, tasty lunches cooked by our 
brilliant kitchen staff.   

Harvest 
Thank you for all the harvest donations of food to 

support The Billericay Food Bank, hosted by St John the 

Divine Church.  These were much appreciated. Your 

kindness will go a long way in helping to support our 

local community.   Billericay Food Bank has been 

helping families in our local community since March 

2018. It is important that we reach out to support those 

local families who need it most.  

 

Year 3 Stone Age Day 
Portals from the Past made their yearly visit to Year 3 

in September to tell them all about The Stone Age.  

Year 3 had an amazing day and they all looked 

fabulous in their Stone Age outfits, which looked so 

authentic.  Our Year 3 pupils learnt many interesting 

facts about the Stone Age, asked thoughtful questions 

and had a lot of fun exploring Stone Age artefacts.   

They participated in many Stone Age activities and 

games, learning how Stone Age hunters caught 

woolly mammoths, hunted deer and gathered nuts 

and berries.  As well as learning how the Stone Age 

people might have brought the huge stones to 

Stonehenge, Year 3 pupils built their 

own versions of Stonehenge.  It was a 

memorable day for everyone!   



 

 

 

  
Well done to all the children below who were 
voted by their class mates for demonstrating 

growth mindset! 

 

Class 3H: Jake F, Chiara M, Isaac C, Ava G, 

                  Harry J, Charlie T, Quinn C 

Class 3P:  Finley M. Ivan I, Lily D, Evie F, Eve R, 

                 Ted J, Bobby B 

Class 4L:  George S, Jamie D, Clara H, Henry M, 

                  Evie P, Chloe L, Joshua J 

Class 4T: Ianthe T, George B, Phoenix G,  

                Theo D, Teddy K, Laksh R, Dolly B  

Class 5HB: Leah N, Elsie Lyn  F, Megan W, 

                    James L-S, George N, Christopher P,  

                    Ava F 

Class 5M: Abigail S, Isabelle F, Sonny S,  

                   Amelia M, Henry M, Teddy S, Luke S 

Class 6A:  Alfie D, Harry S, Violet R, Aven H, 

                  Eszter D, Rudy C, Amari C 

Class 6W:  Sam C, Michael R, Anna K, Lewis G, 

                   Rosie H, Isabelle H, Michael R 

Attendance 
Our overall attendance from the start of the Autumn Term 2022 to 
half term is 96.9%.  This is just over the 96.2% whole school target 
set by governors.  We are really pleased with the overall attendance.  
Well done!  

We are currently monitoring the attendance of individual children.  
We do have a number of children whose attendance is very low 
indeed - below 90%.   If your child falls into this category or are in 
danger of becoming a ‘persistent absentee’, we will be contacting you 
and may require you to attend a school-based meeting with the home 
school attendance officer so we can work together to improve their 
attendance. We also track attendance below 96% and may well 
contact parents of children with attendance between 90% and 95%. 
 

Please ensure that you fully understand our School Attendance and 
Punctuality Policy which has recently been updated and can be 
found here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance for academic 

year 2022-23 

Joint 

1st 

3P 

6A 

97.6% 

97.6% 

2nd 5HB 97.2% 

Joint 

3rd 

3H 

5M 

97.1% 

97.1% 

 
School Council 

School Council is back!  We have finally been able to re-introduce 
School Council back into our school to ensure pupils can have a 
fair say about their school life.  Our 16 members were 
democratically elected into the council and we have been up and 
running for a few weeks now.  So far, the school council have 
introduced suggestion boxes into their classrooms to give pupils 
to chance to share their views. During our weekly meetings, we 
have been looking at suggestions and taking them forward with 
relevant members of staff.  As a result of this, the active boards 
on the playground will be soon up and running to give the pupils 
more things to play with during break and lunch.  In the coming 
weeks, we will be planning a project linked in with Parliament 
week, which is in November.  The School Council members are: 

3H – Quinn C and Ava G 
3P – Evie F and Daniel G 
4L – Molly R and Sawyer L 
4T – Sophia K and Laksh R  
5HB – Jake W and Sophia R  
5M – Daniel S and Isabelle F 
6A – David B and Jessica M 
6W – Mollie B and Amy W  

  Year 5 and 6 Football 
 
The first sporting event of the new academic 
year took place on Thursday 22nd September 
where a selected group of Year 5 and 6 
footballers took part in a mini knockout 
tournament against other Billericay schools.  
Although Sunnymede played brilliantly and 
came third, unfortunately only the top two 
teams progressed to the next round.   

 
 

CVL Netball 
 

On Wednesday 5th October, a netball team of 
Year 6 girls participated in a high 5 netball 
tournament at The Billericay School.  This 
was the first time that the girls had played 
together and we were very pleased with the 
way they played.  Sunnymede put up a good 
fight and played very well. This was the first 
round of the three rounds to this tournament.  
The second round is being played in 
November, which the girls are looking 
forward to.  
 

Year 5 Boys CVL Football 
 

Our Year 5 footballers went to Mayflower 
High School on Thursday 13th October to take 
part in a mini tournament against the other 
schools from Billericay.  This was the first 
time the Year 5 boys had played together in a 
tournament.  Our team played so well and 
came fourth.  We were proud of the way they 
played.   

 

 

 

 

 

The staff participated in the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning on Friday 

30th September.  There were so many delicious baked goods in the 

staffroom that day which everyone enjoyed.  As well as the well-known 

staff bakers who always bake for this event, it was lovely to have some 

new staff bakers make some cakes too.  We raised an amazing £67.70 

for the Macmillan Cancer Support charity.  Thank you to the staff for their 

kind donations and to the bakers for making the baked goods. 

http://www.sunnymede-jun.ik.org/assets/Ronnie%20Branch/Policies/SJS_Attendance_and_Punctuality_Policy_Nov_Oct_22_PDF.pdf
http://www.sunnymede-jun.ik.org/assets/Ronnie%20Branch/Policies/SJS_Attendance_and_Punctuality_Policy_Nov_Oct_22_PDF.pdf


Sunnymede Junior  School Governors 
 

The School’s governing body has not written a piece for the School’s Newsletter for some time so we are 

taking this opportunity to give a brief overview of the governing body’s role. 

We are the key strategic decision making body in the school, which means we support the Headteacher in 

setting a strategic framework and ensuring the school meets all its statutory duties.  Raising achievement is at 

the heart of the governing body’s strategic role and there are several ways we are able to this. 

Each governor takes on an area of responsibility, which includes monitoring a curriculum subject by regular 

meetings with the subject leads and observing the children’s learning in the classroom. This helps the 

Headteacher, staff and governors to ensure progression in learning is evident and that the school has the 

resources to support all of the children’s learning needs. 

We also ensure the school meets its statutory responsibilities, which include Safeguarding, Supporting 

Children with Special Educational Need and Disabilities, Attendance and Behaviour.  We support the school by 

making sure policies are regularly reviewed and updated.  We also have an overview of the school’s finances 

by helping set the school budget and monitoring spending against the budget.  

The Governing Body of Sunnymede Junior School has eleven members, including parents and staff; details on 

who we are and our roles are on the school’s website.  We meet six times a year as a Full Governing Body and 

we also come into school regularly to fulfil our monitoring roles and to attend special events.  

The next year is an exciting time for the school as the proposed amalgamation with Sunnymede Infant School, 

if approved, will take place and by September 2023 we will be a primary school.  The staff and governors of 

both schools see this as a very positive move, which will benefit the teaching and learning for every child. 

If you wish to contact a  member of the Governing Body please do so via the school office. 

Best wishes 

Margaret Thomas, Chair of Governors 

School Uniform  

Reminder 

 
Following our recently updated school uniform and dress 
code policy, which was implemented from the start of 
September 2022, we are very pleased to see a majority of 
our pupils adhering to our expectations and are wearing the 
correct school uniform.  They do look very smart and 
represent the school well.  
 
However, we would like to remind parents/carers that pupils 

should be wearing the school royal blue logo sweater or 
school cardigan when in school and not a school 
fleece.  School fleeces are only for outdoor use.   
  
Also, please note the following expectations for uniform on 
PE days, when the weather is colder: 

 

 A totally plain navy or black round neck sweater or 
the royal blue logo school sweater should be worn.   

 Hoodies or zip up tops should not be worn.   

 Navy or black jogging bottoms need to be plain 

 Plain navy or black sports leggings can only be worn 
underneath blue PE shorts 

 
Please read the ‘Uniform and Dress Code’ policy, which is 
on our school website, so you are familiar with what the 
expectations are for both school uniform and PE 

clothing.  If there are any concerns with the school uniform, 
please speak to the Office or a member of the Senior 
Leadership Team.     

 

 

 

 

We would like to say a big thank you to our 

wonderful PTA who worked so hard in running 

many events last year.  As a result, they raised a 

huge amount of money, which the pupils at both 

the Infant and Junior Schools will benefit from.  

We will be using this money to help fund some of 

the extra-curricular activities/trips in order to 

ensure our pupils have a broad and balanced 

curriculum with enrichment experiences.   

The PTA have run their first two fundraising 

events for this term, a school disco which was well 

attended, and selling personalised gifts and 

Christmas cards designed by the pupils.  Watch 

out for more details on other fundraising events 

happening in December.   

At the recent PTA meeting, we had a good turnout 

of people who are keen to be involved to help 

raise funds for the school.  It was lovely to see 

new and familiar faces.  There is another PTA 

meeting and Annual General Meeting on Monday 

7th November at 9.00am at the Junior School if 

you would like to attend and find out how you can 

help.  Even giving just an hour of your time will 

make all the difference.   



Below are the dates of key events in the 

school calendar. Please check newsletters, 

Parentmail updates or ask at the school office 

if you are unsure.  

Date Time Event 
Mon 31st Oct  Closing date for secondary school applications (anything after this date treated as 

a late application). Online facility closes. 

Weds 2nd Nov AM Class 3P Dance festival at The Billericay School 

Fri 4th Nov 9:00 am Class 5M Parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Fri 4th Nov  Year 3 Creative Homework begins 

Mon 7th Nov   Junior school applications for Year 3 places open for Essex County Council 

residents – online application system opens  

Mon 7th Nov 9.00am PTA Committee Meeting and Annual General Meeting (Junior School) 

Tues 8th Nov AM Year 5 Walk Online Roadshow—e-safety session 

Weds 9th Nov AM CVL2 Netball competition 

Thurs 10th Nov 3.15pm Second Hand school uniform sale (Infant School hall) 

Fri 11th Nov 9:00am Class 5HB Parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Fri 11th Nov 11.00am Two minutes’ Silence—Armistice Day 

W/C 14th November  Parliament Week  

Tues 15th Nov All day Flu Immunisations 

Thurs 17th Nov All day Year 5 Viking immersion and dress-up day 

Tues 22nd Nov All day Year 6 Height/Weight checks 

Tues 22nd Nov 10.00-11.00am Year 5 Science roadshow/theatre production - ‘Abbie Ayre and the Shed of 

Science’ (focusing on air quality and sustainable travel)  

Wed 23rd Nov AM Sports Hall Indoor Athletics competition (Year 5/6) 

Sat 26th Nov TBC Choir singing at Barleylands 

Mon 5th Dec Approx 2.00pm Junior Christmas Production (grandparents and younger children) 

Tues 6th Dec 6:00 pm Junior Christmas Production to parents 

Weds 7th Dec 9.30-11.30am Swimming Gala 

Thurs 8th Dec 6:00pm Junior Christmas Production to parents 

Fri 9th Dec All day Christmas Jumper day Fundraiser 

Fri 9th  Dec AM Year 4 last day of swimming for autumn term 

Fri 9th Dec AM PTA Christmas Present selling 

Tues 13th Dec AM Class 5HB Road Safety training / workshop 

Wed 14th Dec AM Class 5M Road Safety training / workshop 

Wed 14th Dec 3.30pm PTA Carol Concert in playground (weather dependent) 

Thurs 14th Dec 12:00pm Junior Christmas Dinner 

Mon 19th Dec PM Christmas ‘parties’ 

Mon 19th Dec 3.30pm Reserve date for PTA Carol Concert in playground 

Tues 20th Dec 3:15 pm End of Autumn Term 

Thurs 5th Jan 8:50am Spring Term begins 

15th Jan 2023  National closing date for all junior school places (online application facility closes) 

 

Well done to all these  

children who have         

received a 

Headteacher’s award   

Class 3H 

Oliver M 

Henry S 

Louis S 

Joshua C 

Jessica E 

Chiara M 

Class 3P 

Jennifer S 

Daniel K 

Ted J 

Tayla S 

Zack L 

Seb R 

Class 4L 

Lorcan M 

Darcey C 

Abbie M 

Eric S 

Chloe L 

Riley L 

Class 4T 

Ianthe T 

Renae R-M 

Tilly S 

Mollie S 

Theo D 

Lucas M 

 Class 5HB 

Lillie B 

Siena H 

Grace G 

Sonny S 

Sophia R 

Eloise S 

Class 5M 

Abigail S 

Marnie C 

Ava-Louise W 

Megan W 

Daniel S 

Leo H 

Class 6A 

Harry S 

Evelyn C 

Eszter D 

Jake D 

Kyresse M 

Ella A 

Class 6W 

Shyam P 

Michael R 

Amy W 

Luka K 

Rosie H 

Noah G 


