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 Dear parents and carers, 
 
Welcome to the first Sunnymede Snippets of the new academic year. It has been a 
somewhat different and challenging half term, but everyone - pupils, staff and parents 
- have worked so hard to make the return to school so successful, ensuring everyone 
feels safe and secure.   
 
We would like to thank all the parents for their support and positivity.  It really does 
make a difference.  I’m sure you will agree that all our staff have been amazing - they 
are certainly ready for a half term break! 
 
We are so proud of how our pupils have settled back into school after their long 
absence. It has been lovely seeing them so happy to be back and to be with their 
friends again.  We are particularly amazed with our new Year 3 pupils who have 
shown such courage and resilience coming into our school without having many of the 
usual Year 2 transition activities.  We are enjoying getting to know them and they are 
showing such positive attitudes towards their learning.  We would also like to welcome 
new pupils who have joined other year groups.  They too have settled in so well.  
Lastly, we would like to welcome our new members of staff to the Sunnymede team - 
Miss L King (our new office manager), Miss Haywood (a Year 4 teacher) and Miss 
Moore (who works on the days Mrs Pye and Mrs Hathaway are not teaching).   
   
Our pupils have been brilliant in adapting to our Covid-aware school and have become 
used to hand sanitising, the different set-up in the classrooms and expectations 
around the school.  They have responded well to these new routines and despite 
these challenges, they have settled in well to their learning.  In fact, the seating 
arrangement of tables in rows and all children facing the front is helping children to 
concentrate on their learning.  Where gaps in learning have been identified, teachers 
are working hard to address these.  Most importantly, where activities have had to be 
adapted due to not being able to work in groups or use resources, teachers are finding 
creative ways of teaching to engage pupils.   
 
We have been given updated advice from the DfE about ventilation in the classrooms,  
bearing in mind the weather is getting colder.  From after half term, windows will be 
kept open/partly open but the external classroom doors will be closed.  However, 
these external doors will be opened before school, during break time and at lunchtime 
to ventilate the room.    
 
Although this will be a very different half term break with the recent restrictions put in 
place, we hope you will make the best of it, seeing friends and family outside.  More 
importantly, please ensure you all take the time to relax and recharge your batteries 
ready for the second half of the autumn term.  Keep safe. 
 

Learning for a better tomorrow 

Sunnymede Snippets   
October 2020 
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Year 3 Viking Day 
 

On Thursday 17
th
 September, our Year 3 pupils, who looked 

amazing in their Stone Age outfits, were visited by Portals from 
the Past and experienced a day of Stone Age facts and 
activities.  We learned about and re-enacted how the Stone 
Age people might have chased and caught a woolly mammoth.  
We hunted for deer, built our own model of Stonehenge, 
gathered nuts and berries and had hands on experience with 
real Stone Age artefacts.  We had such a brilliant day, learning 
so much whilst having lots of fun.  Both classes behaved really 

well and asked lots of enquiring questions.  It was a memorable 
day.  Please look at the wonderful photos on the Year 3 page 
on our school website. 

 

 
 
 
A day of wearing denim at our school on 
Friday 18th September meant that we 
were able to raise a brilliant  £197. Thank 
you for your Jeans for Genes day 
donations which will help make a small 
difference to the half a million UK 
children with a life-altering genetic 
disorder and their families.  We have 
been supporting this annual fundraising 
event for many years and it was great to 
don our denim again for such a good 
cause.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

Sunnymede staff held their usual Macmillan 
Coffee morning on Friday 25th   However, 
we had to do this a little differently this year 
due to the Covid-19 health and safety 
measures.  With staggered break times, 
different staffrooms and even cakes placed 
in a socially distanced way on trays, we 
made the best of it and managed to raise 
£46.75.  Thank you to those staff members 
who made the delicious cakes and to the 
staff for their donations.   

Over the last eight months, three people within our school have 

been diagnosed with diabetes.  Two of these are pupils, known 

as Type 1 Warriors!  They are real superstars who have 

impressed us with how they manage their diabetes, being so 

positive and organised.  They are wonderful role models to all 

of us.  Our Type 1 Warriors thought it would be good to raise 

awareness of Diabetes by asking everyone to wear blue 

instead of their school uniform for World Diabetes Day.  In 

return, they would like to ask for a donation to the Juvenile 

Diabetes Research Foundation, a charity who is working on a 

cure.  This special day will be held on Friday 13th November, 

the day before World Diabetes Day (which is a Saturday).  

After half term, our Type 1 Warriors will be busy planning with 

Miss King to make World Diabetes Day a brilliant day at 

Sunnymede!  More details will be sent after half term.   

Parents’ Evening Consultations 

For the first time, parents’ evening consultations were 

carried out via Zoom over the last two weeks.  Although 

we would have preferred face-to-face meetings, this was 

the next best and safest option to use.  We appreciate 

the support and understanding from all parents with using 

this different approach.  These Zoom meetings appeared 

to be successful and gave both teachers and parents an 

opportunity to talk about how their child has settled into 

their new class.  For those who were not able to attend 

their Zoom appointment or did not book one, please 

contact the school office to organise a Zoom meeting.   



PTA Christmas Fundraising 

 

 

 

This week you will have received 

information from the PTA explaining a 

fundraising event whereby children have 

the opportunity to create a Christmas 

design/picture which can be printed onto 

different items of your choice.  These will 

make lovely gifts for family and friends at 

Christmas.  

This is a great activity to do at home 

during half term week and the children 

will have the time to produce an effective 

design/picture.  It would wonderful for all 

parents and children to support this 

fundraising event.   

We have been very fortunate not to have had any confirmed COVID 
cases at our school and we very much hope it continues this way.  We 
would like to thank you all for following government guidance/rules and 
helping to ensure we all remain safe and healthy in our school 
community.   

As you know, Essex moved to COVID Tier 2 last Saturday and we are 
at a high alert level.  Some of the pupils have mentioned planned play 
dates / sleepovers at each others’ house during half term.  We would 
like to remind you of the restriction that household mixing indoors is not 
permitted.   

However, children can still see their friends outside in groups of up to 6 
people.  Perhaps playdates in the park or visits to farms/zoos could be 
arranged instead.   

Whilst we appreciate it is frustrating for all of us, the more everyone 
follows the Tier 2 guidance, the less likely we will need to close any 
bubbles in the coming weeks.     

We would really appreciate it if you could continue to be careful over 
the half term holiday and keep your families safe.    

Halloween, a popular event with children, 
will fall on the second Saturday of half term 
week.  Whilst it would be preferable for 
Halloween celebrations to take place in the 
comfort of your own home (carving 
pumpkins to put out in your garden or 
perhaps dressing up in Halloween 
costumes and having Halloween parties 
via Zoom), we recognise that people can 
gather outside in groups of up to 6 people, 
so trick or treating could take place.   
 
If you do decide to partake in trick or 
treating, we need to be mindful that this 
increases contacts with other people and 
in turn increases risk for your children and 
families.  By taking precautions, such as 
social distancing with people outside your 
household, standing well back when 
knocking on any doors, always keeping 
your hands clean using sanitiser, giving out 
individually wrapped sweets (avoiding 
rummaging in a bowl) and wearing a mask 
(likely a Halloween mask!), it is still 
possible to enjoy Halloween safely.   

 

Halloween and Fireworks Assembly 
A Schools Education Officer for Essex Fire and Rescue/Essex 

Police Community Development and Safeguarding Team 

visited our school yesterday and did an assembly (four times) 

for each year group bubble.  It was an informative assembly, all 

about keeping ourselves and others safe at these events.  As 

well as the usual guidelines given for these events, further 

advice was explained in relation to such events being adapted 

in light of Covid-19 restrictions.  As assemblies are currently 

being held in the classroom, our children enjoyed having an 

assembly in the hall in their year group bubble.   

Attendance 
Our overall attendance for the first half of the autumn term is 

96.7%.  This is a little below our 97% whole school target set 

by governors.  However, given the challenges with the 

current pandemic, we are really pleased with the  overall 

attendance.  A brilliant start to the Autumn Term  - well done!  

 

 

 

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance for first 

half of the 

Autumn Term  

1st 3H 98.0% 

Joint 3P and 5M 97.5% 

3rd 5T 96.7% 



Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are 

unsure.  

Date Time Event 
   

Sat 31st October All day Deadline for application for secondary schools to be submitted 

Mon 2nd November  Pupils return to school after half term holiday 

Tues 3rd November  All day Harvest collection for Years 3 and 5 

Tues 3rd November  3.30pm Multi-skills Club for invited Year 4 pupils 

Wed 4th November  All day Harvest collection for Years 4 and 6 

Fri 6th November All day Deadline for return of PTA Christmas designs 

Fri 6th November All day World Diabetes Day event 

Wed 11th November AM Two Minute Silence for Armistice Day 

Wed 18th November AM Year 5 Walk Online Virtual Roadshow 2020 

Thurs 19th November  All day Year 5 Viking Day (Portals from the Past) 

Fri 11th December All day Christmas Jumper Day 

Date TBC Lunchtime School Christmas lunch - details to be confirmed 

Mon 14th December AM House Morning (tbc) 

Thurs 17th December PM Class Christmas parties - to be advised 

Fri 18th December AM Virtual end of term awards for writing, handwriting, maths and homework 

Fri 18th December  Last day of the Autumn Term 

Mon 4th January  Pupils return.  Spring Term begins 

   

Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received  a 

Headteacher’s award   

Class 3H 

James L-S 

Christopher P 

Sienna H 

Mia D 

Ava F 

Freddie L-P 

Eleanor F 

Class 3P 

Erion V 

Scarlett K 

Alex K 

Isabelle F 

Leo H 

Isabella R 

Jacob M 

Class 4H 

Chloe F 

David W 

Lilly B 

Lily-Rose H 

Oliver C 

Savannah L 

Lucas W 

Class 4HM 

Ava R 

Layla C 

Violet R 

Rocco T 

Zoe E 

Eszter D 

Phoebe T 

Class 5M 

Reese E 

Benny E 

Spencer M 

Ellen S 

Darcey C 

Kitty S 

Frankie K 

Class 5T 

George M 

Nancy S 

Will T 

Hattie S 

Sienna D 

Livia R 

Austin B 

Class 6A 

Hadley D 

George C 

Aimee M 

Albert P 

Jessie H 

Josh H 

Heidi V 

Class 5L 

Kaylon A 

Rahime R-S 

Felix N 

Kristen L 

Jae-Lei M 

Sophie W 

Tia B 

 

Class 6W 

Fran B 

Fern C 

Betsie J 

Kinley G 

Daniel L 

Henry C 

Marie K 


