
Issue 50  

Sunnymede Snippets July 2017 

 

Visit our website for lots more information and photos 

www.sunnymede-jun.ik.org 

 

 4th September: 

INSET DAY 

 5th September: 

Pupils return  

 7th September: 

Year 3 ‘Meet The 

Teacher 3:30pm’ 

 11th September: 

Year 6 ‘Meet The 

Teacher’3:30pm’ 

 18th September: 

Year 5 ‘Meet The 

Teacher’3:30pm’ 

 19th September: 

Year 4 ‘Meet The 

Teacher’ 3:30pm  

 W/C 18th 

September Y6 

Residential to  

Kingswood 

 25th Sept 6:00pm 

Growth Mindset 

Cheese, wine and 

nibbles evening 

 

It’s that time of year again, when we say goodbye to our wonderful Year 6 pupils and wish 
them well for secondary school and the future. They have worked so hard this year towards 
their SATS results and to prepare themselves for secondary school. Our SATS results 
showed that, once again, the percentage of our  pupils working at age-related expectations is 
in line with, or in most cases, above the national average. They have also worked extremely 
hard for the Year six leavers’ show, which was an enormous success and enjoyed by many 
parents. It was wonderful to see so much dancing in this year’s production ‘Let Loose’, along 
with the excellent standard of singing and acting we have come to expect of our Sunnymede 
performances. The Year 6 pupils had a fabulous end of year trip to Thriftwood and were 
delighted to knock me off the ’Inflata-bul’ within a matter of seconds! Whilst not there to see 
myself, I understand that Mr Grant managed to cling on for much longer! Whilst all of our 
children throughout the school have worked so hard this year, at our governor awards earlier 
this week , the excellent progress and attainment of some Year 6 pupils was celebrated; well 
done to all those pupils who received an award. Good luck Year 6 and we hope you will come 
back and visit us to let us know how you are getting on.  
 
Indeed, it was lovely to see some ex-pupils at last week’s PTA Summer Fair, to see how 
much they have grown up and to talk to them about how they are getting on. Thank you to 
the PTA for another successful summer fair which was enjoyed by many. I would like to say a 
big  thank you to our Chair of the PTA, Leah Rogers, who has worked so hard over the past 
few years to raise funds to benefit the pupils’ learning and enhance their school experiences. 
She will be leaving this July, as her son moves on to secondary school. This is also the case 
for a few other active members of our PTA; we thank them also for their hard work and 
commitment to our pupils. We hope the PTA will continue to flourish next year, though this 
will be dependent on having enough parents, grandparents or interested parties to get 
involved and help organize and attend events.  
 
We are very excited about the year ahead, our new Year 3 pupils joining us, along with a 
number of experienced staff, all of who have joined us from other schools in Essex. We have 
also appointed a number of additional Learning Support Assistants to support our pupils with 
SEND.  
 
Many of you will have realised that Mrs Bicheno is expecting a baby in the autumn. We are 
anticipating that she will remain with us in the first few weeks of the autumn term, provided 
baby does not make an early appearance! Many will know that we have a few teachers and 
two Learning Support Assistants moving onto pastures new. We thank them all for their 
commitment to the pupils during their time with us and wish them much future success as 
they move on to nw schools or relocate to different parts of the country. 
 
So, as we sign off yet another school year, I would like to thank our wonderful pupils for 
making it a fantastic year, to all our staff for their on-going efforts to make the best possible 
learning experiences for our children. Last but not least, we thank all our parents for working 
in partnership with us. In particular, we thank all those who have helped at sporting events 
and on school trips, to Mrs Sains and Mrs Paul for improving our wildlife garden and to Mrs 
Rogers for working tirelessly to keep our school library orgnaised. Your work is very much 
appreciated. 

 
As we go into the summer holidays, please try to encourage your child to read regularly and 

practise their times tables.  This will help to maintain their skills ready for their return to school 

in September.  A little work goes a long way! This is even more important given the 

expectation that children should have a thorough knowledge of all their times tables, both in 

and out of sequence, by the end of Year 4. 

On behalf of all the staff at Sunnymede Juniors, I wish you all a very enjoyable holiday, whete 

ryou are staying locally or raveling to far flung places. Either way, I hope the sun shines for 

you all as you spend time together. Stay safe!  

Latest News 
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Most Improved writer of the 

Summer Term 

Most Improved  

handwriter of the 

summer term 

3B - Luke M 

3H  - Lola S 

4B  - Shubham P 

4H  - Sam P 

 

Governors’ Awards 2017 
We are pleased to announce the Year 6 pupils who have 

achieved an award in the   following categories. Congratula-

tions to all these pupils... 

Maths 

Highest achieving girl - Kitty C 

Highest achieving boy– Rhys A 

Most progress since they joined the school – Gianna G 
 

English 

Highest achieving girl – Phoebe C 

Highest achieving boy – Keonie C 

Most progress since they joined the school – Sonny P 
 

Science 

Highest achieving girl – Lily S 

Highest achieving boy – James E 

Most progress since they joined the school – Jamie G 
 

PE 

Highest achieving girl – Darcey B 

Highest achieving boy – Oscar W 

Most progress since they joined the school – Megan H 
 

The Archer Achievement Award -  for the pupil who has 
excelled consistently across all areas—Jess M  
 

Contribution to the school community awards 

For being a perfect role model throughout their time at 
Sunnymede - Harry Q 
 

For getting involved in all aspects of school life – Abigail A 
 

For consistent and 

Most Improved  

mathematician 

3B - Darcey O 

3H  - Alexander C 

4B  - Isabella H 

4H  - James C 

5C  - Alfie W 

5H  - Georgia VK 

6B  - Tia S 

6G  - Liberty W 

6HP  - Melody B 

Homework Raffle Winners 

 

Children who completed their homework every 

week this term were entered into a class raffle. 

Here are the winners. 

5C  - Jacob R 

5H  - Maddie V 

6B  - Oscar S 

6G  - Madeline W 

6HP– Ella G 

3B - Jasmine C 

3H  - honey H 

4B  - Adam B 

4H  - Evie F 

5C  - Joseph F 

5H  - Alex M 

6B  - Chloe D 

6G  - Katy W 

6HP  - Dillon W 

3B - Leon E 

3H  - Katie M 

4B  - Henry B 

4H  - Kayla M 

5C  - Skye H 

5H  - Reggie C 

6B  - Abigail P 

6G  - Jacob D 

6HP  - Sophie D 



Sports Day  
 

We had fantastic weather for 
 this year’s sports day and the  
children had a  brilliant time,  especially when they received their PTA funded ice -
cream in the afternoon! As usual, our pupils were extremely supportive, cheering on 
their house teams and supporting their friends in the flat race. A massive well done 
to all of our houses but especially to Chantry, who won by quite a few points. Thank 
you also to the parents who attended; as usual, your support was appreciated by all 
the children. And a final well done to the parents and toddlers who took part in our 
extra races! 
 

District Sports Day 
53 of our children, from Year 3 to Year 6, recently attended the annual Billericay District Sports event at 
Billericay School. They participated in events ranging from sprints to long distance and jumps to 
throwing. As usual, the children were a credit to the school, notching up an impressive array of medals! 
Overall, Years 3/4 came 4th out of 8 and Years 5/6 came 4th out of 8 (missing out on 3rd place by 2 
points!). This is the best result we have achieved for many years and the staff and parents of the pupils 
are extremely proud of their achievements.  
 
We thank  all our wonderful pupils who have committed themselves to representing the school in 
different sporting events this year, from our basketball players to our girls’ football team. Well done and 
thank  you to you all.  
 
Thank you to staff and parent helpers who volunteered their time to help walk the children to and from 
the event. These events would not happen without your support.  

              Year 6 Thriftwood  Trip 

Last week, we had our end of year trip to Thriftwood 
Activity centre. The weather was kind to us and stayed 
warm all day. We took part in a wide range of activities 
such as navigating a 3D maze and knocking each other off 
podiums in the inflatable destruction challenge. Zunair 
said’ It was fun because I got to do some new activities 
like rafting and the Cresta Run which was so fast’. Grace F 

said ‘I really enjoyed rafting as I 
jumped into the lake and got to 
watch my friends fall off the 
‘Inflata-bul’. I would 
definitely go again.’ Both adults 
and children were thoroughly 
worn out by the end of the day  

 
Y3 Colchester Castle Trip  

 

On the 7th July, the Year 3 children had the 
opportunity to visit Colchester Castle. It was 
a great day and the weather was wonderful. 
The children took a Journey back 2000 years 
descended into the Roman vaults under the 
Castle. They also worked in teams to recon-
struct a large model Roman villa and Iron Age 
roundhouse. We were also given the chance 
to tour the museum and the children had 
great fun using the newly refurbished inter-
active activities, particularly the chariot rac-



 

Sunnymede Music Soiree  
On 15th June, nearly 60 talented children took part in the Sunnymede 

Soiree.  It was amazing to see how much talent there is in our school 

and  experience a rewarding evening for all our children who love to 

perform music.  With your generosity, we have been able to purchase 

six brand new ‘sturdy’ music stands, a new glockenspiel and a class 

set of music whiteboards (which I can’t wait to use!).  Many thanks to 

all parents who supported our musical event and a big well done to all 

those who performed. 

Once again, thank you to all those who attend-

ed our PTA and the active PTA members who 

helped to organise and run the event. A fun 

time was had by all and the sun shone for us!  

A few of our key PTA members are departing 

us this summer, as their children move on to 

secondary school. We would like to thank them 

for all their hard work in raising valuable money 

for our school. If you ae able to get involved 

with the PTA in any ay next year, please email 

them at: 

sunnymedepta@gmail.com 

              Year 4 La Djembe 
Drumming 

 
This term, Year 4  pupils have been 

taught to play the djembe drum by our 

tutor, Liam Grey.  This experience, which 

is provided by Essex Music Services, is 

such a brilliant opportunity for the 

children, who benefit greatly from  his 

experience.  Their enthusiasm and 

excitement was very clear to see in every 

session and  when they performed perfectly in a performance to parents 

on 5th July. 

 

Fidget Spinner Friday  
 

Friday 30th June was our much anticipated House 
Morning- Fidget Spinner Friday!  We began with an 
excellent Powerpoint  presentation made by Emma Z. 
in Year 5, who was able to include hyperlinks to 
websites about spinners. 
The children enjoyed a range of activities, including 
investigating whether fidget spinners spin longer 
horizontally or vertically, trying tricks and making 
spinners from a wide range of materials, including 
wood and cocktail sticks.  There was a wonderful 
variety of fidget spinners made for homework too and 

I was really impressed by the children's enthusiasm 
and ingenuity. What a fun and interesting day! 
 

 

 
 

Recently we decided to trial the ‘Daily Mile’. We have 

had some really positive feedback from both parents 

and pupils and have decided that we will continue to 

do this next term (on days when the weather permits 

us). The children have enjoyed challenging 

themselves to increase the number of laps they 

complete in fifteen minutes, while others have chosen 

brisk walks round the playground. Whatever speed the 

children move at, this is a great daily opportunity for 

mailto:sunnymedepta@gmail.com


Bravo! 

Year 5 French Quiz 
 

Twenty Year 5 pupils attended Billericay School on 

Friday 14th July to participate in a fun French Quiz.  

The children answered questions and solved 

puzzles using their French knowledge and I am 

delighted to report we won the event!  In the past 

we have come second or third so this was a 

fantastic result. You can see from the photo how 

proud all the children were and what an impressive 

trophy they won.  Congratulations to all those who 

took part! 

Year 5  Tropical Wings Trip 
 
On the 10th July, Year 5 pupils visited Tropical Wings 
Zoo for our Science topic ‘Animals, including humans’. 
The children studied a variety of animals and enjoyed a 
very hands-on experience with animals, such as 
cockroaches, butterflies and a barn owl. The weather 
made the trip even more enjoyable and a great time 
was had by all. Thank you to our parent helpers for 
giving up their time to help us!  

E-Safety Parent Workshop 

Thank you to those parents who attended our  highly informative workshop last week. 

This focused on raising awareness of the dangers of the world wide web, in particular 

the powerful draw of the world of social media and gaming, which our recent pupil survey 

shows our children are using on a regular basis. The ‘two Johns’ gave a comprehensive 

overview of how children can be exposed to the risk of sexual exploitation and how 

parents can work actively alongside their children to  keep them safe and use the social 

media responsibly. 

 

Please do visit our ’Internet Safety’ website page (under the ’information’ tab), which the presenter 

said was one of the most comprehensive school pages he had seen. There is a wealth of information 

to support you in keeping your children safe, including links to other websites. An excellent website is 

www. Thinkuknow.co.uk. Our website also has a link to the CEOP ‘Report 

abuse’ tab, should you ever need to report a concern.  

LET LOOSE….. 

Our Year 6 pupils did us proud again this year, performing another amazing play 
called ‘Let Loose’. There was not a dry eye in the house as the audience and 
children reflected on how much the pupils have grown, changed and 
progressed throughout Sunnymede.  Our pupils worked hard to learn their lines 
and songs. Our wonderful stage crew and lighting pupils worked hard to keep 
the play running smoothly and keep the actors organised. I am sure you will 
agree that the quality of acting, dancing and singing was awesome, especially 
the banana song!!   Mr Grant and Mrs Hathaway did an amazing job to adapt 
and organise a brilliant production. Please see lots more photos on our school 
website (Gallery page). 



Below are the dates of key events in the school calendar. New or amended 

dates since the last newsletter are in bold type. Please check newsletters, 

Parentmail updates or ask at the school office if you are unsure. 

Date Time Event 

Mon 4th Sept  Non-Pupil Day 

Tues 5th Sept 8.55am Pupils return  

Thurs 7th Sept 3.30pm Year 3 ‘Meet the Teacher’ session 

Mon 11th Sept 3.30pm Year 6‘Meet the Teacher’ session 

Mon 18th Sept 3.30pm Year 5 ‘Meet the Teacher’ session 

Tues 19th Sept 3.30pm Year 4 ‘Meet the Teacher’ session 

Mon 18th Sept All week Y6 Residential to Kingswood Centre 

Mon 25th Sept All Day Growth Mindset Workshops for individual classes 

Mon 25th Sept 6:00pm Growth Mindset Presentation with cheese, wine and nibbles 

(invites to follow) 

23rd  - 27th Oct  HALF TERM 

Wed 20th  Dec  Last day of the autumn term 

 

Well done to all these  

children who have         

received a Headteacher’s 

Award  in June and July 

Class 3B 

Ronnie W 

Jessica W 

Leon E 

Class 3H 

Owen P 

Christopher W 

Ruby B 

 

Class 4B 

Luke T 

George S 

Robyn A 

Class 4H 

Beatrice B 

Charlie B 

James E 

Charlie G 

Elliot H 

Class 5C 

Abi-Mai M 

Ryley E 

Jay EB 

Class 5H 

Evie F 

Nicholas W 

Amira T 

Class 6B 

Ryan M 

Oscar W 

Class 6G 

Harri R 

Gianna G 

Class 6HP 

Ella G 

Joe R 

UNIFORM 

When purchasing new uniform ready for September, please refer to the school 

prospectus and uniform policy (on our school website).  PLEASE REMEMBER 

THAT SHOES MUST BE SENSIBLE AND PLAINPLAINPLAIN   BLACK BLACK BLACK WITH NO OTHER 

COLOURS  ON THEM, as per our uniform policy. Smart black trainer style 

shoes may be worn but must be without any logos.  In addition, large, colourful, 

decorative hair accessories should not be worn. Hair bands need to be plain 

and in keeping with school colours.    

Well done to Pilgrim who 

won the cup this year for 

most house points this 

year, stacking up over 

7,000 points!  
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The PTA disco last Friday evening to mark the end of the year was a poignant and emotional 

event.  Not only was it the last disco for our Year 6 pupils, it was also the last ever disco run 

by Brett, our long-standing DJ.  Due to health reasons, he is retiring from his DJ role.  For 

over twenty years, Brett has entertained our pupils and made our discos an enjoyable 

experience for everyone.  Along with playing current and favourite songs, holding dance offs 

and awarding cuddly toys or chocolate bar prizes, he worked hard to create a true disco 

atmosphere for our pupils.  Brett really was our DJ superhero and he will be sorely missed.  

As we say farewell to Brett, we wish him all the best for his future.  

Summer Reading Challenge 2017: ‘ Animal Agents’  

The Billericay library is holding their usual Summer reading challenge ‘Animal 
Agents’ during the summer holidays.  It is so important for children to continue 
with their reading over the summer break and the summer reading challenge is a 
brilliant way to encourage them to read.  Pupils can sign up and then read six 
library books of their choice to complete the challenge. There are rewards to 
collect along the way and it’s free to take part!  This year, the library is holding 
an additional challenge to award a cup to the school in Billericay that has the 
most participants.  It would be brilliant if we could win this cup and show 
everyone how Sunnymede Junior School has a great reading culture.   

Mr Gamble’s Afternoon 

Tea 

The end of term marks a very sad day, 

as we say goodbye to a very special 

member of our school community. 

Patrick Gamble. He has been with us  

for over nine years, working in a 

voluntary capacity to support our 

readers and also with administrative 

tasks in the school office. Patrick has 

decided that, aged 93, it is time for him 

to rest a little  more. He will be a big 

loss to the school and we are going to 

miss his hard work but also his 

wonderful sense of humour.  

 

Today we marked Mr Gamble’s last 

day by holding a small tea  party, 

which was hosted by  a few of the 

many pupils who have read with Mr 

Gamble at some point in time. He 

enjoyed a special homemade cake 

and  a nice pot of tea! Goodbye Mr 

Gamble and thank you for everything 

you have done for the school. 

 

Growth Mindset 

Next year, we will be developing ‘GROWTH 

MINDSET’ within our school to help our learners 

strive to be the best they can be… 
 

What Is Growth Mindset? 
The term ‘growth mindset’ refers to a way of thinking, learning and 
taking on challenges. A person with a growth mindset is open to 
constructive criticism, takes feedback and uses it, takes on new 
challenges, pushes themselves outside of their comfort zone and 
shows resilience and perseverance. 

Studies show that it is people with a growth mindset (as opposed to a 
fixed mindset) who achieve in life, are successful in all they do and are 
happy. Of course, this is exactly what we want for all our children. 
 

Growth Mindset at Sunnymede Juniors? 
Although we have started talking about growth mindset with some 
of our pupils this year, we will be launching this fully in the autumn 
term with all pupils. We have workshops planned for each class 
and we are keen to have parents on board so that home and 
school can work together to promote this approach.   
 

We are inviting parents to come to our Growth Mindset evening at 
6:00pm on Monday 25th September. We will have a visiting 
speaker with expertise in this area  who will share with you the  
ideas behind this approach. There will a crèche for pupils,  cheese 
and wine for adults and you will also leave with a wonderful 
Growth mindset resource that you can use a home with your child. 
Invitations will be sent out at the start of the autumn term but...  

 Please save the date now!  


