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 Fri 4th Jan: spring term 

begins 

 Mon 7th Jan: Optional 

homework projects due in 

 Weds 9th Jan: CVL 

Netball  event 

 Thurs 10th  Jan 6:00 

pm: Kingswood 

Residential Meeting  for 

Y5 parents 

  Mon 14th Jan: PTA 

Meeting 2pm—all 

welcome 

 Weds 16th Jan: Y6 Fair 

Trade enterprise event 

 Weds 16th Jan:  3A to 

Billericay for dance 

workshop 

 

Read on for more  

spring term diary dates 

Christmas is almost upon us and the children and staff are ready for a well 

deserved rest after all their hard work this term. The Christmas period is a 

wonderful time to work in schools, seeing pupils enjoy the array of Christmas 

celebrations and getting as excited about giving to their loved ones as they are 

about receiving. 

 

On the theme of giving, our children did an amazing job of collecting 129 gift-filled 

boxes for Operation Christmas Child this year and we are certain that the  

recipients will be most grateful. We also raised an amazing £573 for Little Havens 

Hospice  from the collections at the end of our carol concert and Christmas plays. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed. As if that were not enough, we raised a 

further £113 by taking part in Christmas jumper day….and that is only some of the 

fundraising we did this term!  

 

Not only are our children wonderful fundraisers, they really are a group of 

wonderful pupils. Their exemplary behavior around the school is always noted by 

visitors. Indeed, during the recent flu immunisations, the nurses sought us out 

specifically to say that our pupils’ behaviour was exemplary; that they have been 

visiting lots of schools over the past few weeks and the behaviour of our pupils 

and their manners stood out as the best. Our children really are a credit to us and 

you! 

 

We have a couple of staffing changes this term. Following Mrs Lyon’s retirement 

in November, we welcome Mr Ramshaw who has joined the office team as our 

new School Business Manager.  I am sure he will become a familiar face to you 

around school. We would also like to wish Mrs Sykes all the very best as she 

goes on maternity leave. We welcome Mr Vincent, who will teach Class 5S while 

she is away.  

 

I would like to thank children and parents for all the wonderful cards and gifts that 

I have received personally and also those for the office and staff.  Your generosity 

is very much appreciated.  

 

Please see our attendance information later on this newsletter. I would like to 

thank the pupils and vast majority of parents who have taken on board our 

messages about attendance; this has resulted in big improvements in our 

attendance this term. Thank you! 
 

Have a wonderful Christmas everyone! 

 

Latest News 

All the staff at Sunnymede Junior School 

would like to wish all our families a peaceful 

and joyful Christmas. May you all have lots 

of relaxation and enjoyable family time, 

ready for another term of learning and fun. 

Sunnymede Snippets  - December 2018 
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SUNNYMEDE SCHOOL 

MUSICAL 
Last week our pupils performed a 

wonderful festive performance to parents 

and relatives.  The children sang like angels and 

the acting from our Y6 pupils was most convincing. 

Along with the hard work of Mrs Hathaway, Miss 

Lee and Miss Turnbull, our stage hands also worked to 

ensure the show went smoothly...much smoother in fact 

than the school portrayed in the show! There were some 

strong messages in the play about being resilient, not 

giving up and , crucially, working as part of a team. Well 

done everybody and thank you to parents for sorting 

costumes and attending the show. I am sure the hospice 

will be thrilled with the generous donations.  

 

As part of our Christmas festivities, our Y3 
and Y4 pupils participated in a workshop run 
by Schools Ministries, exploring the story of 
the birth of Jesus. They really enjoyed 
these well organised and interactive 
sessions, developing their 
understanding of the beliefs of 
Christians. Thank you 
Schools  Ministries! 

A-Maze-ing Christmas 

  

 

 

After their swimming lesson on December 14th,  Year 4 sang two Christmas 
songs in the foyer of Basildon Sporting Village.  We had been invited to enter 
a competition to win a possible prize for the school.  The children sang 
beautifully and had really good fun! 

We have just found out we came 2nd out of the schools  participating, 
impressing the judge with their festive cheer, sign language and also singing. 

We will use the money to buy some music resources for the school! 

Prize Musicians…  

 



YEAR 4 SCIENCE SPECTACULAR 

Year 4 had a great day out at the Science Museum in London on the 
13th  November. We enjoyed the journey on the train and the underground, 
changing  tubes at Mile End.  Once we had arrived at High Street Kensington, we 
had a short walk to the museum  for the first part of our day.  The Science Show 
with Jen was great fun and we learnt so much, including the fact that balloons can 
hold the weight of 10 children when the mass is spread across a large area. We 
also enjoyed discovering how fibre optic cables work, converting sound into light 

to 'send' it to another place. 
After the interactive show we were allowed into the 
Wonderlab!  This was a fantastic experience with so 
many different experiments to try.  Some of 
the favourite ones were definitely the friction slides 
and the 'Sound Bite'.  We had to put a straw onto a 
metal rod and bite it while putting our fingers in our 
ears.  It was amazing what sounds could be heard! 

 

 

Once again, our fabulous PTA have 

raised more money to support  the 

learning of both infant and junior school 

pupils. Children, parents and members 

of the community enjoyed coming to 

our Christmas fair; a total of £1,400was 

raised. They raised a further £9894 

from the present selling and £1,200 

from selling cards and gifts!  The PTA 

have also entertained our pupils with a 

film club this half  term.  A BIG  thank 

you to everyone who has helped with 

all PTA events! 

 

 

 

 

Please see below a reminder  about how to find 

out if the school will be closed in the event of 

severe weather conditions.  We will, of course, 

do our utmost to stay open. However, our school 

staff live increasingly further afield and we need 

to ensure there is a sufficient adult: child ratio to 

safeguard the pupils. A risk assessment on the 

day would help us to determine if a school 

closure is necessary. Please also bear in mind 

that the Junior and Infant schools’ risk 

assessments may lead to different outcomes. 

Should we have no choice but to close the 

school, we will send a parentmail, update our 

school website and also post on the Essex 

School Emergency closure web page. 

Announcements are no longer made on local 

radio.  

We advise parents to visit www.essex.gov.uk 

and look on the schools’ pages for Emergency 

Closures.  Please also look at our school’s more  

detailed  contingency plan, available via the  

Information’ tab of our school website.  

Severe  

Weather Plans  



 

100th Anniversary of the 

Armistice 

,,Our Poppy Intallationn 
 

 In order to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the end of World War 1, the 
whole school made some beautiful poppies 

which were put together to create a 
stunning waterfall of poppies.  We are 

so proud of this gorgeous display, which 
has impressed many visitors who have 

come to the school.  If you have not seen it, 
please pop in to have a look. 

 

BLACK HISTORY  
HOUSE MORNING 

 
On November 27th we had a house morning 
for Black History month. All of the children 
were split into their houses and each group 
researched a different black influential 
figure.  Each group then shared their work 
in assembly. There were songs, speeches, 
poems and maths quizzes. All the children 
worked really hard and produced some 
excellent work. 

  FORMER PUPIL VISIT 

 

In November, we were delighted to welcome David 

Gandy, a former pupil, model and entrepreneur to our 

school. He spent some time reflecting on his time spent 

here as a pupil but , more importantly, having lunch with 

children taking part in our Achievement  for All 

programme, for which he is an ambassador. The children 

gave him a tour of the school and enjoyed a Q&A 

session with him. He talked to the children about the 

importance of our school values, being resilient and 

persevering, as well as coming to school regularly and 

trying your hardest.  



Most Improved 

this term… 

 In our end of term 

celebration assembly this 

week, the following 

children received awards 

for being the most 

improved writer, 

mathematician or having 

the most improved 

handwriting in their class. 

Well done to all the 

children listed  for making 

big strides in their learning; 

Class Most Improved  
WRITER 

Most Improved  
HANDWRITER 

Most Improved  
Mathematician 

3A Dollie J Austin B Hattie S 

3H Sophia J Olivia H April S 

4F Marie K Francesca B Finley L 

4HP Noah C Brayden E Stefany D 

4T Ruby W Henry T Ruby G 

5L Toby N Daisy M Zac A 

5S Lucy S-F Owen P Aidan M 

6M Henry B Chloe H Samuel P 

6W Lilia Z Isabella H Mia W 

60th Anniversary Themed Lunch 

On Thursday 29th November, we had a 

themed lunch to celebrate the school's 60th 

anniversary.  The hall was beautifully 

decorated with 60 themed table decorations, 

balloons and  giant number shaped 60 

balloons.  Our pupils enjoyed eating 

specially decorated cupcakes which were 

adorned with diamond toppers or 60th 

anniversary toppers.  It was a lovely 

atmosphere and the children enjoyed 

themselves.  Thank you to Janice Short,  

the kitchen team and Jayne Burgess who 

helped make the event a success . 

 

SPORTSHALL ATHLETICS  

This half term has been a great success for our athletes. Last month, our  
Year 5/6 and a Y4 pupil  took part in the Billericay Schools’ Sportshall 
Athletics tournament, topping the table convincingly to win the event and 
progressing to the Partnership finals with schools beyond the local area.  
Last week, we travelled to Bromfords School to meet some tough 

competition. We are delighted to tell you that, of the eight schools who made it to the next round, we 
came a convincing 2nd!  We are really proud of the children, their achievement and team work.  It was 
also lovely to see the encouragement they gave each other during the event.  We are now looking 
forward to the outdoor athletics later in the year and will be starting trials for this early next term!   



                                  Neurone of the Week 

Well done to all the children below who were voted by their class mates for 

demonstrating growth mindset! 

                       

Class 3A: Isabella H, Ruby B, Max T, Charlotte W, Connor-Lee M, Livia R, Reggie W  

Class 3H: Charles D, Sophie J, Emily S, April S, Spencer M, Reese E 

Class 4F: Jesse O, Betsie J, Amie W, Lucy E, Fern C, Hannah C, Tommy C, Lex B 

Class 4HP: Ryan B, Charlie C, Molly W, Erikas S, Stefany D, Max H      

Class 4T: Mason F, Calum H, Sade M, Ruby G, Jessica T-S, Isabella B     

Class 5L: Ryan U, Amjad E, Luke M, Ethan H, Zac A, Ruby D     

Class 5S: Max R, Alex C,  Bobby B, Owen P, Ronnie M, Tom W, Darby S, Ruby B  

Class 6M: Charlie B, Sonny H, Scarlett B, Erin L, Joy S, Jamie H     

Class 6W: Shubham P, Scarlett F, Evan R, Oliver H, Scarlett F, Flynn S     

Well done to all these  

children who have         

received  a Headteacher’s 

award  this month 

Class 3A 

Scarlett T 

Marcus C 

Vinnie P 

Hattie S 

Jack L 

Class 3H 

Ishy R 

Lily C 

Olivia H 

Ellen S 

Charles D 

Class 4F 

Judy D 

Layla C 

Lex B 

Finley L 

Jack S 

Hannah C 

Class 4HP 

Joshua W 

Matilda C 

Noah C 

Albert P 

Erin M 

Class 4T 

Calum H 

Henry T 

Ruby-Jo G 

Kaylon A 

Dickson O-M 

Jude B 

 

Class 5L 

Rez T 

Kstie M 

Ruby D 

Jasmine C 

Ethan H 

Wayne C 

 

Class 5S 

Jay-Jay M 

Oscar R 

Harley H-B 

Sophie F 

Daisy Q 

Yanis G 

Class 6M 

Beatrice B 

Charlie B 

Grace B 

Henry B 

Samuel P 

Anna D 

Class 6W 

Isabella H 

Akram E 

Erin R 

Lilia Z 

Charlie T 

Libby W 

 Southend Music Festival 
Once again, our wonderful cellists took 

part in the Southend  Music Festival, 

impressing the judges with their skills 

and talents. They returned, as ever, 

with a range of medals! 

Eleanor L.S. scooped up  bronze and 

silver medals and an Honours 

certificate, with Evie F receiving both merit and 

Honours certificates and a gold medal for her duet. 

Equally impressive were Emily B with bronze, silver 

and Honours awards, Oscar R with a silver and two 

merit awards and Darcy O and Hattie S, both 

with merit    certificates.  As if these awards were not 

enough, Emily, Eleanor and Darcey were awarded 

the HSBC string trophy in the under 13s String Group 

Class. It is wonderful to see our school cellists 

continuing to thrive. Well done cellists! 

Yesterday, all the staff enjoyed serving the children their an-
nual Christmas lunch, along with Christmas crackers, hats and 
all the trimmings. We would like to take this opportunity to say 
a huge THANK YOU to our amazing kitchen staff, not only for 
cooking today’s meal but for the 
thousands of delicious meals 
they provide all year round for 
our pupils.  



 Look what we made at gardening club… 

 

Gardening club have made a bug hotel in the 

wildlife area.  We are hoping lots of insects and 

bugs will come to stay, then hibernate for the 

winter!  Come and have a look but don't disturb 

them... 

 Christmas Shoebox Appeal 

A massive thank you to all of you who made and donated a 
shoebox this year.  We were able to donate a fantastic 129 
boxes, 8 more than last year! They are now on their journey 
to disadvantaged children around the world.  The boxes 
were beautifully decorated and we know they will be 
gratefully received.  Also, congratulations to 3A, who 
managed to produce the most shoeboxes within the school, 

an extra thank you to 3H 
who carried all the boxes 
to the van to be collected.   

 

A Growth Mindset 
Reminder! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Always a fun day in the school calendar, we all 

had lots of fun wearing festive jumpers last 

Friday, raising a wonderful £113 for charity at 

the same time. Check out our prize winners in 

their fab jumpers! Well done to Mrs McCartney 

for winning the best staff jumper, as voted by 

Pupil Parliament members. 

 YEAR 6 MP VISIT 

 

 

 

 
John Baron is the MP (Member of Parliament) for Billericay. Now a familiar 
face at our school, our Y6 pupils were delighted to have a Q&A session with 
him this term, as part of our SMSC programme and ensuring our pupils are 
up-to-date with politics and current affairs. 

  “When he came in he started to talk about what he does at work and what 
he does in Parliament.  He gave us some useful information and was 
interesting to listen to. John was also  really interested in our questions.” 

“Firstly, someone asked him ,'Why did you want to be an MP?' He 
responded, “I was in the army first then worked in the city and I've always 
love politics so I joined Parliament.” 

I  asked him if the benches were comfy and he said that  they are really 
comfy as they sometimes have to sit there all day!” 

I really enjoyed talking to John Baron and am really glad he came in our 
school. 

Ava B - 6B  



Date Time Event 

Fri 4th Jan 8:55 am Spring term begins for pupils 

Mon 7th Jan - Optional homework projects due in (all year groups) 

Weds 9th Jan AM Y4 Djembe drumming begins 

Thurs 10th Jan 9:30-11:00 Healthy School Event at Mayflower—selected pupils 

Thurs 10th Jan 6:00 pm Kingswood Residential meeting for current Y5 parents 

Fri 11th Jan PM Y5 Fencing Lessons begin 

Fri 11th Jan  Y4 swimming lessons begin 

Mon 14th Jan 2:00 PM PTA Meeting—Community Room 

Tues 15th Jan 3:15pm Multiskills Club begins (invitees only) 

Tues 15th Jan End of Day Deadline day for Y2 applications for a Y3 place at this 

school 

Weds 16th Jan PM Y6 Fair Trade Event 

Weds 16th Jan 12:00-1:00 Class 3A -Family Dance event at Billericay School 

Weds 23rd Jan 12:30-2:30pm Swimming Gala 

Thurs 24th Jan 3:30 pm Times Tables Rock Star Demonstration for Y3/4  Parents 

Fri 25th Jan 9:00 Class 4HP Celebration Assembly 

Mon 28th Jan All Day Y3 Windmill Theatre Workshops—Developing teamwork, 

confidence and Communication  

Fri 1st Feb 9:00 am Class 3H Celebration Assembly 

Mon 4th Feb All day Y5 SMSC Trip to First Site Art Gallery in Colchester 

Tues 5th Feb 9:30-11:30am Orchestra rehearsal for BSMA at St Peter’s 

Weds 6th Feb 3:30-5:30 Y6  Parent Consultation Meetings 

Thurs 7th Feb 4:30-7:30 pm Y6  Parent Consultation Meetings 

Fri 8th Feb AM Y3 Essex Fire & Safety talk—Home Safety 

Fri 8th Feb PM Y6 —Cyber Safety Talk  

Fri 8th Feb 6:30-8:00 pm PTA Disco 

Thurs 14h Feb PM Y5 / 6 Cake Sale 

Tues 12th Feb 9:15-11:30 BSMA Choir Rehearsal at Sunnymede 

Weds 13th Feb  9:15-11:45am Y6 Crucial Crew Workshop (focus on healthy lifestyles, 

‘grooming’ and  online safety) 
Weds 13th Feb 6:00 pm SATs Information Meeting for Y6 Parents 

Thurs 14th Feb TBC Cross Country competition 

Fri 15th Feb All Day INSET DAY—SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS 

W/C 18th Feb - HALF TERM 

Mon 25th Feb All Day Y6 Bikeability Group 1 (additional session on 26th Feb) 

Weds 27th Feb All Day Y6 Harry Potter World Trip 

Thurs 28th Feb All Day Y6 Bikeability Group 2 (additional session on 1st Mar) 

Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are 

unsure.  



Date Time Event 

Fri 1st Mar 9:00 am Class 4T Celebration Assembly 

Mon 4th Mar All Day Y6 Bikeability Group 3 (additional sessionson 5th Mar) 

Weds 6th Mar 10:0-12:00 CVL Y5/6 Netball   

Thurs 7th Mar All Day World Book Day 

Tues 12th Mar 9!5-11:30 BSMA choir rehearsal at Buttsbury Junior 

Weds 13th Mar 11:00-12:00 Y3/4 Trampoliing Event for selected pupils 

Fri 15th Mar All Day Red Nose Day—Fundraising for Comic Relief 

Fri 15th Mar PM Choir to sing to Mr Gamble at Abbeyfield House for his 

birthday! 
Tues 19th Mar 930-11:30 BSMA orchestra rehearsal at Quilters 

Tues 19th Mar 4:00-6:00 pm Y3,4,5 Parent  Consultation meetings 

Weds 20th Mar PM Y5&6 Netball Rally at Billericay 

Thurs 21st Mar 5:00-8:00 pm Y3,4,5 Parent  Consultation meetings 

Thurs 21st Mar 9:30-11:30 

am 

Boys CVL Football at Mayflower 

Thurs 21st Mar 12:45-2:45pm Girls CVL Football at Mayflower 

Thurs 21st Mar 2:30 pm Y4 Djembe Drumming Presentation for Parents 

Weds 27th Mar 2:00-3:00 pm BSMA Final Rehearsal  

Weds 27th Mar 7:00 pm BSMA music festival performance at The Towngate  

Theatre, Basildon 

Thurs 28th Mar 7:00 pm BSMA music festival performance at The Towngate  

Theatre, Basildon 
Fri 29th Mar 6:30-8:00 PTA Disco 

Fri 29th Mar All Day Y3 Trip to Colchester Castle 

Tues 2nd Apr All Day Y4 Portals From the Past Egyptian Dress up and Activity 

Day 
Weds 3rd Apr 11:15-12:15 Class 3H to Billericay School for Gymnastics Event 

Weds 3rd Apr 6:30pm Evening Musical Soiree to celebrate 60 years of 

Sunnymede  Junior School 

Thurs 4th Apr 9:30-11:30 Y5/6 Girls VL Football at Mayflower 

Thus 4th Apr 12:45-2:45 Y5 Boys VL Football at Mayflower 

Thurs 4th Apr AM Science House Morning 

Fri 5th Apr AM Y4 Last session of Swimming 

Fri 5th Apr  END OF TERM 

Tues 23rd April 8:50 am SUMMER TERM BEGINS 

Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are 

unsure.  



On 24th January, we will be doing a demonstration for Year 3/4 parents of our new 

Times Tables Rock Star homework App. We sent out a separate email earlier this 

week with further details. Some children who have already had a go using the app 

were very excited and keen to use it and develop their skills.  From the week 

commencing 28th January, Y3/4 pupils will be set Maths homework using this app 

rather than Mathletics.  Y5/6 pupils will continue with Mathletics homework but will still 

be given a ‘Rock Star’  password so they can get involved too! Please do give us any 

feedback on how you are finding it. 

 

Please remember that, following our recent survey, Y6 pupils will be required to stay in at break or 

lunchtimes to complete any written homework not completed, starting in January. A letter with more 

details was sent out recently to explain the reason for this change in policy. 

Our Y3 teachers would like to congratulate our Y3 children who have completed exceptional 

homework since joining us in September. Not only do almost all children complete their homework 

every week, they are delighted with the excellent quality and effort that has been put in. Well done 

Y3; keep it up! . 

ATTENDANCE UPDATE  
 

There are 175 non-school days in a year to go 

on holiday, spend time with your family, play, 

shop, visit the dentist etc. Please don’t do these 

activities in term time in order to help your child 

succeed. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE UPDATE  
 

There are 175 non-school days in a year to go on 

holiday, spend time with your family, play, shop, 

visit the dentist etc. Please don’t do these activi-

ties in term time in order to help your child suc-

ceed. 

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance for  

Autumn 

1st 3H 98.1% 

2nd 6W 97.8% 

3rd 6M 97.6% 

 

Our overall attendance for the autumn 

term is  97.4% 

WELL DONE SUNNYMEDE! 

This is 1.2% higher than at this point last 

year. 

A BIG THANK YOU  to all our pupils who come to school 

regularly and have helped us to achieve this, supported 

by their parents. Below you can see the top 3 classes 

attendance for this term. Well done to Class 3H who 

have the highest attendance in lower school and to Class 

6W for the highest attendance in upper school. Both 

have earned  a  fun P.E. session with Ricky Juson.  

I would also like to thank a number of children who have 

massively improved their attendance  this term and are 

now much more confident in school and making much 

better progress in their learning. Good attendance really 

does make a difference! 

A few children continue to have time off for activities 

other than genuine illness. Please note that the school 

makes the decision as to whether authorise any absence 

and to apply for a penalty notice. Regular absence or 

lateness has a big impact on your child’s well-being and 

academic achievement.  




