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 Tues 4th Sept: 

INSET Day 

 Wed 5th Sept: 

Pupils start  back 

 Thurs 6th Sept: 

Year 3 ‘Meet The 

Teacher’ 

 Mon 10th Sept: 

Year 6 ‘Meet The 

Teacher’ 

 Wed 12th Septr: 

Year 5 ‘Meet The 

Teacher’ 

 Thurs 13th Sept: 

Year 4 ‘Meet The 

Teacher’ 

 

  
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 Another year has flown by and it is hard to believe that we are now at the end of what 

has been an action-packed summer term for both children and staff.  SATs, Sports Day, 

District Sports, trips, transition events, an Ofsted visit and an external writing moderation 

to name a few, have all been very successful and we are very proud of our 

achievements.   

Equally, we are also very proud of our England football team who clearly had a Growth 

Mindset which enabled them to come so far in the football World Cup.  They were an 

amazing example to our children with the way they portrayed themselves in the games 

they played and when their competition came to an end.  Thank you to everyone for 

being flexible and supporting our school events, such as the Summer Fair and Open 

Evening, on the days England played! 

Our Year 6 results are in and we are immensely proud of what our Year 6 pupils have 

achieved this year.  They have worked so hard and it has been very rewarding to see 

them grow in confidence and succeed.  They should be very proud of themselves.  Well 

done to Year 6!   

Every year group has had a school trip over the last two weeks which has involved being 

outdoors.  It has been wonderful to give our pupils the opportunity to connect with nature 

and the outdoors.  From going on a nature walk, building dens, making art sculptures to 

climbing and rafting, our pupils have enjoyed their adventures.  We have been very 

fortunate to have such good weather to make these trips even better.   

Today, we say goodbye to two of our LSAs, Mrs Southgate and Mrs Cook, and we wish 

them both well.  Miss Hicks is getting married in the summer and we wish her lots of 

happiness on her wedding day.  She will be returning in September as Mrs Faulkner.  

Mrs Bicheno will also be returning from her maternity leave and will be working with us for 

two days a week.  Mr Hutton will be taking on a new role within the school as he will 

become the main child carer for his baby.  He will also be working for two days a week 

with us,. 

We also say goodbye to our Year 6 pupils and other pupils who are  leaving us and we 

wish them every success at their new schools.   

In September, Sunnymede Junior School will be 60 years old!  We will be having a year 

of celebrating our diamond anniversary and will start these celebrations as soon as we 

start back.  More details about the events will be given in the autumn term.   

We hope you all have a wonderful and safe summer holiday, filled with lots of sunshine, 

family time and fun.   

Learning for a better tomorrow 

 

Sunnymede Snippets   
July 2018 

 

Please see a 

range of new 

Autumn Term 

diary dates on 

the back page. 
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Year 6 Magistrates 
Visit 

 
On Tuesday 3rd July and 
Wednesday 4th July, Year 6 had 
a visit from the Magistrates Court, 

exploring British Values and the law of the land.  The 
children learnt all about the consequences of crimes 
and also took part in a trial, taking on the role of 
lawyers, witnesses, magistrates and court staff. 
 
Olivia said, "I thought it was really fun as we got to take 
part in our own mini court.  It felt like a real court."  
 
Hope said, "I had the privilege of being the magistrate, 
which I enjoyed.  I was really surprised to find out that 
they don't get paid to do the job."   

Computing 
Workshop 

 
On Monday 25th June, staff 
from Barclays Bank came to our 
school to work with pupils from 
Years 4 and 5. We were taught how to use a piece of 
hardware called a Microbit, which has a panel of LED 
lights on it. The Barclays staff showed us how to 
code the Microbits to perform different tasks, 
including answering questions; making a friendship 
test and how to play Rock, Paper, Scissors. We 
really enjoyed getting to work with a new piece of 
hardware and it was a good opportunity to apply what 
we have learned about coding in our computing 
lessons. We would like to say a huge thank you to all 
the staff, one of whom was a parent, from Barclays 
who helped make our day so enjoyable! 

Year 3 Norsey Woods Trip 
 
On Thursday 12

th
 July, Year 3 visited Norsey Woods to help with our science 

topic, ‘plants’.  We walked through the woods and looked at the nature that 
surrounded us. We also listened to the sounds of the different birds and 
wildlife within the woods. During our walk, we noticed the different trees and 
flowers and looked very closely at their leaves and roots. One child said, “I 
thought it was amazing because, although we didn’t see many flowers, we 
saw lots of roots from the trees that were weaving in and out of the ground.”  
We found many anthills and observed the ants hard at work.  One child said, 
“I felt amazed when I saw the ants because there were so many of them and 
they were carrying things that were much bigger than themselves!”. Overall, 
we had a very enjoyable day! 

Year 5 took part in a road safety 
workshop this half term. The 
children watched a video and 
answered a range of questions 
about staying safe on the road. 
They also, in small groups, took 
a guided walk around the local 
area to deepen their 
understanding of keeping 
themselves safe.   

Art Exhibition 
The art exhibition held 

during Open Evening, 

displayed our pupils’ 

beautiful artwork.  It was 

wonderful to see them and 

the artistic skills our pupils 

have.   



 

Thank you 
A big thank you to our PTA who have worked 

tirelessly this year to plan and carry out 

fundraising events.  Thank you to our 

parents/carers, pupils and their families who 

have supported these events.  

 

Also, thank you to all the parents and carers 

who have helped out the school on a voluntary 

basis, whether that be listening to readers, 

running a club or helping on school education 

trips.  We have really appreciated your support.   

 

Year 6 Duxford Trip  

On Tuesday 13th June, Year 6 visited Duxford Imperial 
War Museum, linked to our topic on War and Con-
flict.  The children were dwarfed by the B-52, got up close 
to famous Second World War classics including the Spit-
fire, Lancaster and Tiger Moth and stared up into 
the guts of the Vulcan bomber. 
 
Jonathan said, " I enjoyed seeing the 
land warfare hangar displaying tanks, anti-aircraft 
guns and trucks.  It was an amazing day!” 
 
Miles said, "We boarded the fastest plane called 
'Concorde', which was surprisingly cramped and 
claustrophobic, even though the planes looked 
massive on the outside." 
 

District Sports 

On Wednesday 27th July 61 pupils from all year groups, 
participated in the annual District Sports event, This 
involved competing against other local schools in both 
track and field events.  Our pupils were very excited 
especially the Year 3 pupils as this was the first time 
some of them had represented the school.  We had 
winners, ranging from first place to third place, in both 
the track and field events.  It was evident that lots of 
practice and preparation over the last few months had  
paid off as we came joint 3rd place out of eight schools 
in the District Sports.  Our Sunnymede Superstars have 
made us very proud!   

A big thank you to all the pupils who have represented 
Sunnymede throughout the year in various sporting 
activities.  Their sportsmanship skills and exemplary 
behaviour, when they represent the school, make us 
very proud.   

Musical Marvels 
 
This term our Junior recorder group have 
been helping out with the Infants recorder 
group, assisting Miss Paulson in Year 
2.  Thank you to our Junior recorder group 
who have given up a little of their lunch break 
to go to the Infants in small groups to help 
teach the Year 2 pupils how to play  their re-
corders.  It's such a lovely opportunity for both 
the Infants and Juniors and Miss Paulson en-
joyed seeing how much our children have pro-
gressed.  
 
A big thank you to all of the Sunnymede Jun-
ior Choir and recorder group who came to per-
form at the Summer Fete and Open Even-
ing.  They all sang beautifully and played their 
recorders really well. 
 
Our young musicians have also showcased 
their talents in our recent assemblies this 
term, performing to the school and their par-
ents.  Well done for their performances. We 
enjoyed listening to the cellos, piano and rock 
band.    

30 Days of Wild 

 
Every day in June every class completed an activity 
linked to the outdoors.  The pupils completed activities 
including cloud gazing, researching wild flowers in our 
habitat and completing arts and crafts activities using 
natural resources.  The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the 
activities.  



Year 5 Norsey Woods Trip 

On Wednesday 18th July, Year 5 spent the morning being adventurous 
in Norsey Woods. We were put into small groups and given a range of 
tasks to complete throughout the morning. We started by leaving trails 
for other groups to find us using materials that we found in the woods. 
We also used these materials to create a number of different pieces of 
art throughout the woods. Our final task was the most enjoyable; we had 
to create a den that could shelter two people and it also had to be 
waterproof. Mr Hutton tested our dens by getting us to go inside the den 
whilst he poured water over the top. We had a great day and would like 
to extend our thanks to all of the parents who came along to help us! 
The next time you are up in Norsey Woods, keep a lookout and see if 
you can find our art work and dens!  

Year 4 Wat Tyler 
Country Park  

 
On 17th July, Year 4 visited Wat 
Tyler Country Park and had a 
great time.  The weather was 
perfect and we really enjoyed 
our two activities and, of course, 
lunch outside.  One session was 
to work as a team to collect 
natural materials, such as leaves, sticks and even 
snail shells to create works of art.  The other 
activity was orienteering.  We were taught how to 
use a compass to get our bearings and then had 
to follow instructions to find the answers to 
questions around the park. 

Year 6 Reward Trip 

On Tuesday 17th July, Year 6 had their reward trip 
to Thriftwood Scout Activity Centre. It was a  
fantastic day out, full of adventurous activities. One 
challenge was to build rafts (which we did rather 
unsuccessfully!) and compete in games out on the 
water (which incidentally involved lots of 
swimming).  We also defeated their climbing wall, 
raced down their Cresta toboggan track or rode the 
inflata-bull.   

Olivia  
The Year 6 production, ’Olivia’ was fantastic this year 

and blew everyone away!  The acting was 

phenomenal, and just as good as the West End stage!   

It was clear that Year 6 had worked so hard over the 

last few weeks to learn their parts and practise their 

songs.  Well done Year 6! 



Year 6 Governors Awards 

 

We are pleased to announce the Year 6 pupils who have 

achieved an award in the   following categories: 

 

Maths 

Highest achieving - Meg D and Daniel T 

Most progress since they joined the school – Alex M 

 

English 

Highest achieving – Freya W and Jonathan B 

Most progress since they joined the school – Skye H 

 

Science 

Highest achieving – Freya V and Nicholas W 

Most progress since they joined the school – Jake H 

 

PE 

Highest achieving – Olivia T and Alex C 

Most progress since they joined the school – Lewis P 

 

The Archer Achievement Award -  Maddie V who has 

excelled consistently across all areas. 

 

Contribution to the school community awards 

For being a perfect role model throughout their time at 

Sunnymede - Erin P 

For getting involved in all aspects of school life – Hope H 

For consistent and conscientious effort in all subjects – 

Annie G and Harry C 

 

Congratulations to all these pupils! 

 Growth Mindset Nominations 

Well done to all the children below who 

were voted by their class mates for 

demonstrating growth mindset! 

Class 3A: Noah C, Albert P, Vanesa S, 

Harry B, Ryan B, Molly W, Aimee M 

Class 3H: Finley L, Kinley G, George H, 

Jesse O, Lex B, Henry C, Lucy E 

Class 3S: Lennon P, Charler H, Freya J, 

Kristen L, Ruby W 

Class 4HP: Wayne C, Amelia B, Fred A, 

Elliot H, Ellie M, Megan S 

Class 4T: Harley H-B, Lucy S-F, Yanis G, 

Jay Jay M, Joshua S, Aidan M 

Class 5H: Joy S, Anastasia M, Elliott S, 

Malaika G, Scarlett B, Charlie G 

Class 5L: Eleanor L-S, Keira T, Shubam 

P, Alfie G 

Class 6M: Joe H, Senan B-S, Nigel M, 

Erin P 

Class 6W: Isabella A, Ellie M, Harry C, 

Cole J, Meg D 

 
French  

Competition 
 
On Friday 13th of July, some members of Year 5 
attended the annual French competition at Billericay 
School. We were defending champions as we had 
won the competition last year. When we arrived, we 
were split into two teams and we had to compete 
against children from Quilters Junior School. In the 
first task, we had to work out clues in French to 
solve a crime. In the second task, we had to answer 
lots of general knowledge questions about France 
and French translations. We worked very hard as a 
team and we won the competition with over 200 
points. Football might not be coming home but the 
French trophy is! 
 
 



Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received a 

Headteacher’s award   

Class 3A 

Maya S 

Paige H-B 

Lilly B 

Layla C 

Betsie J 

Esme H 

Class 3H 

Aimee M 

Josh W 

Vanesa S 

Matilda C 

Ryan B 

Heidi V 

Class 3S 

Mason F 

Felix N 

Conner P 

Maya S 

Ava L 

Albert B 

 

Class 4HP 

Aria L 

Max B 

Daisy M 

Ruby D 

Wayne C 

Ethan H 

Class 4T 

Aaron D 

Max R 

Leon B 

Ellie-Mae R 

Joshua S 

Oscar R 

Class 5H 

Harry D 

Jamie H 

Malaika G 

Elliott S 

Chloe H 

Scarlett B 

Class 5L 

Charlie T 

Pippa S  

Maisie F 

Oliver H 

Sadie C 

Flynn S 

Class 6M 

Ryley E 

Joe B 

Jay E-B 

Nellie C 

Joseph F 

Daniel T 

Nigel M 

Class 6W 

Miles S 

Ben R 

Annie G 

Reggie C 

Georgia V-K 

Jake H 

Most Improved Writer Most Improved Handwriter Most Improved Mathemati-

cian 

Class  

Heidi V Erin M Vanesa S 3A 

Henry C Layla C Hannah C 3H 

Daisy P Ava L Mason F 3S 

Indie W Ellie M Daisy M 4HP 

Emily P Daisy Q Alex C 4T 

Henry B Kayla M Chloe B 5H 

Charlie P Georgie P Sadie C 5L 

Joe H Lewis P Ellie C 6M 

6W Alleyna P-S Charlie R Isabella A 

Most Improved…  

In our end of term celebration assembly, the following children received awards for being the most improved 
mathematician, writer or having the most improved handwriting. All the children listed made big strides in their 
learning. Well done to you all!  

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance 

since  

1st 5L 96.8 

2nd 6M 96.7 

3rd 3S 96.4 

 

Whole School Attendance Overall  

to September 2018  = 96% 

Ofsted expects attendance of every 

child  to be at least 96%. As a school, 

who has always prided ourselves on 

good attendance. 

OUR OWN SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

TARGET  HAS BEEN SET AT 97.2% 



Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are unsure.  

 

Date Time Event 

Tues 4th Sept   Non-Pupil Day 

Weds 5th Sept 8.50am Pupils return  (line up at 8:50am) 

Thurs 6th Sept 3.30pm Year 3 ‘Meet the Teacher’ session 

Mon 10th Sept 3.30pm Year 6 ‘Meet the Teacher’ session 

Weds 12th Sept 12:05pm Year 3 parents invited to have a school dinner wit their child (letter to be 

sent out on our return) 

Weds 12th  Sept 3.30pm Year 5 ‘Meet the Teacher’ session 

Thurs 13th Sept 3.30pm Year 4 ‘Meet the Teacher’ session 

Fri 14th Sept AM Year 4 swimming begins (and each Friday thereafter) 

Mon 17th Sept AM NSPCC Safeguarding assembly—whole school 

Tues 18th Sept AM Individual and Siblings Photographs 

Thurs 20th Sept 9:30-11:30 Y6 Boys’ Football—Mayflower School 

Fri 21st Sept All Day Jeans for Genes Day 

Fri 21st Sept 3:15pm Informal class drop-ins begin 

Mon 24th Sep All week Y6 Residential to Kingswood Centre (Grosvenor Hall, Kent) 

Tues 25th Sept All Day Y5 Vikings dress up and theme day (Portals from the Past) 

Weds 26th Sept All Day Y3 Stone Age dress up and theme day (Portals from the Past) 

Thurs 4th Oct AM Billericay School pupils to perform French play to Y5 pupils 

Weds 10th Oct TBC Y5/6 girls’ football event 

Thurs 11th Oct AM Harvest Collection / Assembly 

Fri 12th Oct 6:30 pm PTA School Disco 

Fri 12th Oct 1:30pm Student Voice Event 

Mon 15th Oct All day NSPCC class workshops for Y5 and Y6  ( TBC) 

Thurs 18th Oct   Y3 & 4 Cake Sale 

22nd   - 26th Oct   HALF TERM 



Tues 30th Oct 4-6pm Parent consultation Evening 

Thurs 1st Nov 5-8 pm Parent Consultation Evening 

Thurs 1st Nov 9:30-11:30 (G) 

12:45-2:45  (B) 

CVL Girls / Boys Football—Mayflower 

Fri 2nd Nov 9:00 am Class 5S Parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Fri 9th Nov AM Remembrance Day Assembly / 2 minutes silence 

Tues 13th Nov All Day Y4 Trip to Science Museum 

Weds 14th Nov 1:45-2:45 pm Y3-6 Sportshall Athletics competition 

Thurs 15th Nov 9:30-11:30 Y5/6 Tag Rugby (TBC) 

Fri 16th Nov 9:00am Class 4F Parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Weds 21st Nov   Y 4&5 Cake Sale 

Fri 23rd Nov 9:00am Class 5L Parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Tues 27th Nov AM Black History Month ‘House morning’ 

Thurs 29th Nov 9:30-11:30 Y3/4 Tag Rugby Learning Festival 

Fri 30th Nov All Day Flu Immunisations 

Thurs 6th Dec 1:45pm Christmas Play Dress Rehearsal 

Fri 7th Dec 3:30pm PTA Christmas Bazaar 

Mon 10th Dec 9:30am Y3 Pupils to watch Infant Christmas Play 

Mon 10th Dec PM Junior Christmas Production (grandparents and younger children) 

Tues 11th Dec 7:00 pm Junior Christmas Production 

Thurs 13th Dec 7:00 pm Junior Christmas Production 

Fri 14th Dec All day Christmas Jumper day Fundraiser 



Visit our website for lots more information and photos 

www.sunnymede-jun.ik.org 

Fri 14th Dec AM Y4 Last Day of Swimming this term 

Tues 18th Dec 12:05pm Junior Christmas Lunch 

Weds 19th Dec 10:00 Whole School Carol Concert at Emmanuel Church 

Weds 19th Dec PM Christmas ‘Parties’ 

Weds 19th Dec 3:15pm End of Term 

Wed 20th  Dec   Last day of the autumn term 

  

Fri 5th January 

2019 

  Spring Term Begins 

Well done to Pilgrim who won the 

cup this year for most house points 

this year for the second year in a 

row.  

 


