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 Weds 24th April: 

Optional homework 

projects due in 

 Thurs 25th April: Class 

6M trial reading test 

 Fri 3rd May: Y4 trip to 

Lake Meadows 

 Fri 10th May: Class 3A 

Celebration assembly 

 Mon 13th May: Y6 SATs 

test week 

 Fri 17th May: PTA disco 

 Weds 22nd May: Y5 

SMSC trip to  the Globe 

Theatre 

 Fri 24th May: Y3 field 

trip to High Street 

 

Read on for more 

summer term  

diary dates 

The summer term has ended on a wonderful ‘high’ with our musical 

soiree on Wednesday evening. At least 60 pupils, past and present, 

performed to a packed audience to kick start our school’s 60th birthday. 

Seeing our talented children play a range of instruments from drums to 

cellos was an absolute delight, as it was also to hear the choir sing. It 

was lovely to have Mr Hewitt and Mrs Hewitt as our special guests; Mr 

Hewitt was the music teacher at Sunnymede School over thirty years 

ago, with Mrs Hewitt also taught at the school for some time. It was 

wonderful for them to see that music is still ‘alive and kicking’  and to 

meet some parents they taught when they were pupils themselves at 

Sunnymede! 

 

Next term will see another creative event to celebrate our birthday. On 

the afternoon of Monday 8th July, we are planning a ‘rock 

‘n’ roll picnic’ on the field. The school opened in the 1950s 

so  the children have, this term, been working hard and 

having fun learning  rock ’n’ roll dances to perform to 

parents at this event. We will be encouraging children to 

dress up in rock ‘n’ roll outfits for the occasion. We would 

also love as many parents to come dressed in 50’s attire 

too! Let’s make this a fun occasion to remember!  We will update you 

with more details next term. In the meantime, if you have a particular 

interest in the 1950’s and can help us to plan this event in some way, 

please let the school office know and we’ll be in touch!  

 

It’s has not all been about 50’s dancing this term though. Read on to find 

out about some of the things we have been up to this term and also for a 

range of new diary dates for the summer term.  

 

Thank you for your continued support of the school and our children; we 

wish you a fabulous Easter holiday and hope the sun shines for us all. 

 
 

An Easter joke for you…. 

 

We wish all our families a  very enjoyable Easter holiday. 

We hope you have lots of fun with friends and family.  

The summer term starts on  

Tuesday 23rd  April  

Sunnymede Snippets – April 2019— Issue 60 

You crack me up. 
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Billerica Schools’  Art Project...  
Pupil parliament members and gifted artists have had a 
fantastic opportunity to work with a local artist to design and make a piece 
of art that is on display in St Mary Magdalen in the high street as part 
of an exhibition on future and community spirit.  All the artists were 
invited to a private viewing last week, where they had an opportunity 
to view the artwork with their families and were presented with certificates 
and sketch books.   The artwork will be on display until the 20

th
 April.  The 

pupils thoroughly enjoyed the experience and one stated ‘it was awesome 
to see the artwork completed.’  We hope you will take the opportunity to 
visit the art exhibition. 

 

Most Improved… 

In our end of term celebration assembly, the following children received awards for being the most improved 

mathematician, writer or having the most improved handwriting. All the children listed made  big strides in their 

learning. Well done to you all! 

    

 

 

Class Most Improved  
WRITER 

Most Improved  
HANDWRITER 

Most Improved  
MATHEMATICIAN 

3A Scarlett T Oliver D Sienna D 

3H Kitty S Lily C Charles D 

4F Layla C Hannah C Darrel B 

4HP Jessie H Evita V Josh W 

4T Kristen L Kaylon A Sade M 

5S Kayleigh H Alfie H Emily P 

5L Libby W Amjad E Philippa D 

6W Emily D Anastasia M Cassie S 

6M Adam Z Katy S Charlie T 

 Class 3A 

Connor-Lee M 

Alfie S 

Reggie W 

Ergisa V 

Alfie M 

Class 3H 

Caleb C 

Kitty S 

Ava W 

Reese E 

April S 

Class 4F 

Maya S 

Annabel H 

Kinley G-S 

Lucy E 

Paige H-B 

Class 4HP 

Hayden F 

Joshua W 

George C 

Brogan B-K 

Gracie G 

 

Class 4T 

Kristen L 

Sade M 

Sophie W 

Charler H 

Maya S 

Class 5L 

  Elliot H 

Fred A 

Max B 

Amelia B 

Ronnie W 

Class 5S 

Lucy S-F 

Honey H 

Billy W 

Aidan M 

Emily P 

 

 

 

Class 6M 

Evie F 

Chloe H 

Cassie S 

Kyla M 

Jasper R 

 

 

Class 6W 

Oliver H 

Ava C 

George S 

Flynn S 

Evan R 

 

 

Well done to all the children who have  received a Headteacher’s award this half term. 



Year 3  - Colchester Castle Visit 

On Friday 29th March, Year 3 visited Colchester Castle to help with our learning about the 
Romans. We were able to build a Roman villa and roundhouse, explore ancient artefacts 
and also visit the foundations of the castle. During our tour of the castle, we tried on 
shields, tunics and helmets and even had a chariot race!  
Alongside all of this, we also visited the prisons in the castle. At 

first, some of us were a bit scared but 
lots of us overcame our fears and said 
that the prisons and the foundations 
were one of our favourite parts of the 
trip! Overall, we had a very historical and 
enjoyable day. 

On 13th March, year 6 had a visit from Ace, an NHS 
service, promoting healthy lifestyles.  The children 
learnt about respect and being unique, what it 
means to be healthy, the Eatwell plate- looking at 
food groups and what they provide our bodies 
with... and the sour truth about sugar! 
 

Olivia T said, "It was interesting learning that the 
recommended sugar allowance was only 7 tea-
spoons a day. It has made me look at the foods  
I eat, to make sure that I have 7 teaspoons or  
less of sugar. My dad helps me to look at the food  
             labels to work it out."  
 

Lewis P said that he learnt that sugar  
free drink mostly have  

chemicals  
instead of sugar! 

…………….......Year Six Harry Potter  Experience…….………..….. 

On Wednesday 27
th
 February, Year 6 children had an amazing day at the Warner Bros Studio, 

walking the original stone floor of the iconic Hogwarts's Great Hall, wandering down Diagon 
Alley, discovering the magic behind spell-binding special effects and exploring the behind-the-
scene secrets of the Harry Potter film series.  
 
Emily said, "Even if you don't like Harry Potter, this is the trip for you because there are 
interesting props, which are used in the actual film and sets that Daniel and his fellow actors 
have used." 

 
Joy said, "even though I haven't watched any of the films or read any of the books, I really 
enjoyed seeing all the movie sets.  The potion's lab was my favourite because the tour guide 
showed us loads of potions." 

 
Beatrice said, "this was the best school trip ever; I must go there again!" 



 
 

Once again, the children and staff  had lots of fun dressing up as their 
favourite book characters to celebrate World Book Day, as well as 
participating in a range of activities to celebrate the wonderful world of 
books. Well done to the winners of the best outfits. 

PTA Easter Word search Winners 
 

Well done to all the children who returned their Easter egg word 
search. A special well done to all the Easter egg winners. Thank you, 

as always, to the PTA who are relentless in their commitment to 
organising fun activities for our children. We have had another 

successful disco this term and children enjoyed buying Mother’s day 
gifts.  

Email: sunnymedepta@gmail.com  
or phone the school reception 

 

 

Winners of the Eater Word search 

3A—Lottie B 

3H—Spencer M 

4F—Henry C 

4HP—Erin M 

4T—Dickson O 

5L—Luke M 

5S—Lola S 

6M—Anna D 

6W—Gracie  B 

 



B S M A 

 Year Four  Egyptian 
Day… 

 
On Tuesday 2

nd
 April, Year 4 were treated to a 

blast from the past from the times of ancient 
Egypt.  They learnt to play a game called 
‘Hounds and Jackals’, which was very popular 

in Ancient Egypt and is thought to be the 
original snakes and ladders.  We role played a 
very gruesome mummification and took part in 
an Ancient Egyptian fact finding quiz.   Portals 
from the past really brought ancient Egypt to 
life and the children had a brilliant day.  

 

HEALTHY SCHOOLS  
AWARD 

This month, Mrs Houghton attended 
the Healthy Schools award ceremony.  
We have been working hard to achieve 

the foundation award, which is 
presented to schools who try to 
develop and improve the school 

community’s physical, mental and 
emotional health.  Mrs Houghton is 

now leading a team to work towards 
achieving the enhanced award, which 
hopefully we will achieve by the end of 

next year. 

CAKE SALE  

and ART PROJECT 
As part of our school’s 60

th
 birthday 

celebrations, we have commissioned 

an artist to work with our pupils in the 

summer term to create a wonderful 

mosaic in our playground. We will be 

using the funds raised from our year 

group cake sales  to part fund this 

project. Thank you to all who 

contributed to the cake sales in some 

way – which raised £571  -  and watch 

this space for our new mosaic.  



B S M A 

 Musical Round-Up….. 

 

BSMA Music Festival 
Sunnymede choir have once again excelled themselves, 
with  yet another amazing performance at  the BSMA.  The 
theme this year was a century of songs, starting with Danny 
Boy, all the way through to This Is Me.  Evie, Eleanor, Emily 
and Oscar represented our school in the orchestra and 
Isabella and Amber acted as our amazing soloists.  Our 
reading was read very fluently by Katy and Keira. All 
members of the choir behaved perfectly and sang so well.   
We are very proud of all of them and thank parents for 
supporting them along the way.  

 
       
      Year 4 

    Djembe  
 Drummers 
 
 

  

This term the Year 4 pupils have been learning to play the djembe drums with Nicola Bishop 
from Essex Music service.  They had ten sessions and then performed to parents at the end of 
the course.  The children were enthusiastic and learnt about different rhythms, maintaining a 
beat and even learnt an original African tribal song!  Well done on a wonderful performance. 

Mr Gamble’s Birthday Celebration…. 
On  15th March, the Year 5 and 6 members of the choir and recorders walked up to the 
residential home where Mr Gamble, our former and long serving reading volunteer now lives.  
It was his 94th Birthday and the choir serenaded him with a range of songs to celebrate his 
special day.   The visit made Mr Gamble’s day and a thoroughly enjoyable time was had by all, 
young and old! 

 

60th Birthday Musical 
Soiree 

A wonderful evening was had by 
all, listening to our wonderful 
musicians singing and playing to 
a packed house of parents.  Well 
done and thank you to all who 
took part in this wonderful 
event.  

 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our overall attendance for the spring term 

was  97.01% 

WELL DONE SUNNYMEDE AND LET’S 

KEEP IT UP FOR THE SUMMER TERM! 

 

A BIG THANK YOU  to all our pupils who come to school 

regularly and have helped us to achieve this, supported 

by their parents. A special thank you to pupils who have 

achieved 100% attendance this term. The green table 

shows the top 3 classes attendance for this term. Well 

done to Class 3A who have the highest attendance in 

lower school and to Class 6W for the highest attendance 

in upper school. Both have earned  a  fun P.E. session 

with Ricky Juson.  

I would also like to thank a number of children who have 

massively improved their attendance  this term….what a 

difference it makes to their learning. Keep it up! 

A few children continue to have time off for activities 

other than genuine illness. Please note that the school 

makes the decision as to whether authorise any 

absence. Regular absence or lateness has a big impact 

on your child’s well-being and academic achievement.  

ATTENDANCE UPDATE  

There are 175 non-school days in a year to go on 

holiday, spend time with your family, play, shop, 

visit the dentist etc. Please don’t do these 

activities in term time in order to help your child 

succeed.  

Parent View asks for  your opinion on 12 

aspects of your child’s school, from the 

quality of teaching, the curriculum, and 

behaviour. Parent View is one of the tools 

OFSTED will use when considering which 

schools to inspect, and when. By sharing 

your views, you’ll be helping us to improve 

the school. You can find the link to Parent 

View by going to the ’Useful Links’ tab on the 

bottom right hand corner of the school 

website.   

   NETBALL TOURNAMENT 

On  20th March, seven year 6 pupils went to The Billericay School for a netball 
tournament. In total, we played 8 matches, against all different primary schools in 
Billericay. Some matches were quite close, including our match against 
Brightside, where we won 5-4. However, there were also matches where we won 
convincingly, for example in one of our matches against Buttsbury, we won 12-0. 
Overall, we were victorious, being awarded 1st place after winning all our 
matches. By Gracie C, 6W. 



Date Time Event 
Tues 23rd April 8:55 am Summer term begins for pupils 

Weds 24th April - Optional homework projects due in (all year groups) 

Thurs 25th April AM Class 6M—trial reading SATs tests 

Fri 25th April  AM Y4 swimming begins 

Fri 26th April  Mastery Maths event at Janet Duke school  

Fri 3rd May PM Y4 trip to Lake Meadows 

Fri 3rd May 9:00am New Y3 parents tour of school 

Mon 6th May  Bank Holiday (school closed) 

Fri 10th May 9:00am Class 3A celebration assembly  

Mon 13th May AM Y6 SATs test - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

Tues 14th May AM Y6 SATs test - Reading 

Weds 15th May AM Y3 / 4 Netball Billericay School  

Weds 15th May AM Y6 SATs test - Maths 1&2 - Arithmetic & Reasoning 

Thurs 16th May AM Y6 SATs test - Maths 3-Reasoning 

Fri 17th May 6:30 pm PTA school disco 
Mon 20th May  Billericay staff to visit Y6 pupils and teachers 

Weds 22nd  May All day Y5 SMSC trip to the Globe Theatre 

Fri 24th May AM Y3 trip to Billericay High Street 

Fri 24th May 9:00 am Class 4F celebration assembly 

Sat 25th May All day Basildon Police Football  & Netball Rally 

W/C 27th May  HALF TERM 

Mon 3rd June All day INSET day (school closed to pupils) 

Tues 4th June AM Class photos—photographer in 
Tues 4th June PM Y4&5 G&T Maths event —Quilters School 
Tues 11th June All day Y6 Portals from the Past—World War 2 theme 

Weds 12th June AM Billericay SENCo to meet with Y6 SEND pupils & parents 

Thurs 13th June AM Y5 / 6 netball rally 

Tues 5th June AM Boys Y5 CVL football AM / Girls’ Y5/6 at 12:45pm TBC 
Fri 14th June 1:45 pm  Y6 SEND pupils additional visit to  Billericay School 

Mon 17th June AM Sports Day / picnic on field 

Tues 18th June AM Billericay staff to visit Y6 pupils 

Tues 18th June  Class 6W British Values Magistrates Visit to School 

Tues 18th June  Y5 Road Safety talks and walks with Karina Rix—Safer Essex 

Roads  Partnership 

Thurs 20th June  Class 6M British Values Magistrates Visit to School 

Fri 21st June 3:30 pm PTA Go Bonkers Inflatable Fun event 

Weds 26th June AM District Sports 

Thurs 27th June 6:00 pm Meeting for Y5 parents re. Kingswood residential 

Fri 28th June All day Transition day for pupils transferring to The Mayflower 

School  
Mon 1st July PM Peer to peer workshops for pupils transferring to Billericay 

 

Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are unsure.  



Date Time Event 
Mon 1st July  Summer term optional homework projects due in 

Tues 2nd July 9:15 am Summer Safety Assembly —Essex Fire & Safety service 

Fri 5th July All day Y3 trip to National Gallery 

Mon 8th July 9:15 am Transition Meeting for Parents new to Y3 

Mon 8th July  PM  Rock ‘n’ Roll picnic and dance event for parents 

Tues 9th July All day Transition day for pupils transferring to The Billericay 

School  
Tues 9th July AM Changeover Day—children meet new teacher 

Weds 10th July 6-8pm Open Evening  

Weds 10th July AM Mosaic art project begins  

Fri 12th July AM Y3 field trip to Norsey Woods 

Fri 12th July 6:30 pm PTA disco 

Mon 15th July 2:00 pm Y6  Governors’ Awards  

Mon 15th July AM Reserve Sports Day  

Tues 16th July 1:45pm Y6 Leavers’ Show for Parent 

Tues 16th  July 3:!5 pm Reports Home to Parents (subject to change) 

Thurs 18th July All day Y6 Leavers’ trip 

Fri 19th July AM Y4 Last day of swimming  

Mon 22nd July 9:15 am 6M and 6W parents invited to leavers’ assembly 

Tues 23rd July 3:15 pm Last day of term for pupils 

Thurs 5th Sept 8:55am  Children return to school for autumn term 

SAFEGUARDING 
!!!!!! REMINDER !!!!!!  

 

Some parents are dropping their 
children off and leaving them in 
the playground in the morning 
unsupervised. For some pupils, 
this can be as early as 8:30am. 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE YOUR 
CHILD UNSUPERVISED IN THE 

PLAYGROUND BEFORE 8:45am as 
the playground is not supervised 
and this presents a safeguarding 

risk for your child.  

 Growth Mindset Nominations 

Well done to all the children below who were voted by 

their class mates for demonstrating growth  

mindset! 

 

Class 3A: Scarlett T, Logan L, Sienna D, Austin B, 

Vinnie P     

Class 3H: Caleb C, Benny E, Jakob P, William S, 

Lily C, Peyton G, Ishy R    

Class 4F: Betsie J, Paige H-B, Peyton Blu S, Hannah 

C, Jesse O, Lex B    

Class 4HP: Miranda M,  Hayden F, Vanesa S, Gracie 
G, Noah C, Brogan BK    
Class 4T: Jude B, Henry T, Charles H, Albert B, Ru-

by W    

Class 5L: Toby N, Aria L, Freddie D, Leon E, Callum 

C, Elliot H, Finley P 

Class 5S: Aaron D, Aidan M, Leon B, Billy W, Jay-

Jay M, Oscar R   

Class 6W: Akram E, Alfie G, Jake H, Adam B, Ryan C, 

Eleanor LS, Isabella H     

Class 6M: Anastasia M, Chloe B, Cassie S, Malaika 

G, Evie F, James E, Lewis J   


