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 Mon 29th Oct: 

Pupils start back 

after half term 

 Tues 30th Oct: 

Parents 

Consultation 

Evening 5-8pm 

 Thurs 1st Nov: 

Parents 

Consultation 

Evening 5-8pm 

 Dear parents and carers, 
 

It has been a great start to the autumn term and all the pupils have been hard at 

work, keen to please their new teachers.  We would like to welcome the new 

Year 3 pupils and new pupils who have joined Sunnymede Junior School.  They 

have all settled in really well and are already demonstrating our school values.  

One of our areas of development from our recent Ofsted Inspection is to 

improve attendance and we have started the new term promoting this.  We have 

been talking to our pupils about the importance of attending school and it has 

been brilliant to see pupils coming to school every day.  The more pupils are in 

school, the more they will learn.  Our school target is 97.2% and we have 

achieved this at the end of this half term.  We are very proud of our pupils.  As a 

school, we would like to continue with maintaining good attendance and keep 

reaching our target each week.     

Our Finance Manager, Jane Lyon, will be retiring at the end of November.  She 

has worked at the school for 18 years and has been part of watching our school 

change and grow.  We thank her for all her hard work and everything she has 

done for the school.  She will be missed very much.  We wish her a very happy 

retirement with lots of family time and adventures.  One of our LSAs, Mrs Reeve, 

is leaving us and she will also be missed.   

September and October has been a time of giving.  We really appreciate the 

generous donations for Jeans For Genes Day (£200) and for the NSPCC 

sponsored maths activity, raising an overwhelming £1408.81.  Thank you so 

much.  We also thank you for the food donations for our Harvest assembly.  We 

have given these to the food bank at St John Divine in Billericay which they have 

appreciated.  Staff also had a Macmillan Coffee morning and raised £68 for this 

charity whilst indulging in Miss King’s, Mrs Lyon’s and Mrs Levi’s homemade 

cakes.   

On the 4
th
 September 2018, Sunnymede Junior School turned 60!  We have a 

year of celebrations to mark our 60
th
 anniversary.  The first event will take place 

on the 30
th
 October where we have organised for an aerial photograph of our 

pupils in the formation of 60.  Fingers crossed the weather is good that day.  We 
will also be having a themed lunch to celebrate our diamond anniversary later in 
the autumn term.  As our school opened in the fifties, our pupils have been 
learning how to do rock ‘n’ roll dance in PE lessons in preparation for a fifties 
rock ‘n’ roll day in the summer term. More details for our celebratory events will 
soon follow.     

We hope you have a wonderful half term holiday! 

Learning for a better tomorrow 

 

Sunnymede Snippets   
October 2018 

 

Please see a 

range of  

Autumn Term 

diary dates on 

the back page. 
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Year 5 Viking Day 

On Tuesday 25
th
 September, Year 5 pupils and 

staff became Vikings for the day and had a visit 
from Hilti, a Viking from Portals to the Past.  
During the day, Hilti explained and demonstrated 
a typical day in the life of a Viking warrior. The 
year group also learnt about and participated in 
some traditional Viking children’s games which 
required them to develop their strength and 
thinking skills. It was fun and interesting day!  

Year 6 Kingswood  
Residential Trip 

 
In the last week of September, the whole of 
Year 6, attended Kingswood Grosvenor Hall 
activity centre in Ashford, Kent, to take part in 
a range of exciting activities to develop their 
growth mindset, resilience, independence 
and team work skills.  Some activities which 
proved popular with the pupils were the 
zipline, abseiling, 3G Swing, Leap of Faith 
and the High Equilibrium. For lots of pupils, 
these activities also meant that they had to 
demonstrate perseverance and face their 
fear of heights.  For some pupils, it was the 
first time they had been away from home and 
they did brilliantly.  We were so lucky with the 
weather with blue skies and sunshine 
everyday.  As always, our Sunnymede pupils 
did us proud and our staff, who accompanied 
them, enjoyed spending the five days with 
them.  We would like to thank Mr Burgess, 
our Chair of Governors, and Mrs Rackham, a 
school governor, for giving up their time and 
coming on the trip.   
 
Pupils’ Views! 
 
‘The activities were amazing and I wouldn't 
think twice about going back.’  Kyla 
 
‘It was really cool and everybody should have 

the opportunity to go.  Although it was quite 

hard being away from our parents, we did a 

range of exhilarating activities to take my 

mind off them.’  Elliott 

‘Kingswood was very exciting because of the 

awesome activities.  The only downside was 

that the girls took forever in the showers!’  

Beatrice 

Pupil Voice 
 

Two representatives from our Pupil Parliament attended 
the Billericay Community Trust Pupil Voice meeting.  
Primary schools across Billericay meet termly to discuss 
projects they want to work on together.  This is a 

fantastic opportunity for our pupils to meet pupils from 
other schools in their local community and share 
common goals and aspirations. This year, the pupils 
have decided they would like to complete an art project 
about their schools showing how they are all linked and 
are part of the same community.  The artwork will be 
displayed in Billericay High Street by the end of the 
academic year. 



Billericay School 
French Play 

On the 4th October, a group of 
students from The Billericay School 
visited Sunnymede Junior School and 
performed a play in French to Year 5.  
Our Year 5 pupils thoroughly enjoyed 
watching the performance and found 
some parts very amusing.  Year 5 
pupils then took part in a 
workshop and performed in French to 
the rest of the year group.  Staff and 

Year 5 pupils were very impressed 
with the students’ French speaking 
skills and it was lovely to see some 
Sunnymede ex-pupils who had 
obviously continued to do well 
following their good start in learning 
French at Sunnymede! 

Year 3  

Stone Age Day 

 

On Wednesday 26
th
 September, Year 3 had 

their very own Stone Age day! On this day, 

pupils dressed up as though they were from 
the Stone Age period. Our Year 3 pupils 
learnt lots about the evolution of humans, 
the art of making tools and how food was 
gathered. Year 3 pupils were able to hold 
and look at lots of ancient artefacts including 
animal skins, stones, pots and helmets. We 
explored how different it would be to live 
during this period without the modern day 
luxuries we have today. In the afternoon, we 
learnt about the importance of Stonehenge 
and we even built one in groups ourselves 
(not to scale of course!). Overall, we had a 
very knowledgeable and enjoyable day!  

The Year 3 and 4 cake sale was a 

great success yesterday and we 

were overwhelmed with the 

number of cakes.  Thank you to 

the Year 3 and 4 pupils and their 

parents who brought in cakes.  It 

was so lovely to see lots of 

homemade cakes which  the 

pupils were very proud of.  Well 

done Year 3 and 4 for raising £200 

to go towards our art project to 

commemorate our 60th 

anniversary.  We are looking 

forward to the Year5 and 6 cake 

sale in the Spring Term! 



 

G&T Rising stars 
 
On the 20th and 27th September, twelve of our students 
(three from each year group) attended a Gifted and 
Talented sports programme run by Chelsea football club 
at Buttsbury Junior School. They enjoyed playing lots of 
different football based games, meeting other pupils and 
learning about the importance of team work. As usual, 
they showed the determination and good sportmanship 
of a Sunnymede pupil and all came back with a smile on 
their face.  
 
 

Jim Smith football 
 

On Friday 12th October, nine of our Year 5 and 6 
footballers attended a group round robin at Brentwood 
School for the Jim Smith football tournament. They had 
to play a total of five games with the top two  teams 
going through to the next round. Our Sunnymede stars 
showed some excellent defensive skills and scored 
some fantastic goals and overall, we came 4th out of the 
six teams. Thank you to Mrs Morris, Mrs Mishnova and 
Mr Risby who accompanied the boys and a huge well 
done to the footballers for achieving such a fantastic 
result in the first games of the season.  
 

100% Attendance Tea Party 

 

14 pupils attended a tea party hosted by Mrs 

Branch, Miss King and Mrs Lyon on the 21st 

September to celebrate their 100% attendance for 

the academic year 2017-18.  It was a lovely 

occasion and it was very clear how much they 

enjoyed it.     

Supporting 

the NSPCC 
 

This term we have been 

working with the NSPCC 

to ensure our pupils feel 

safe and to ensure they 

know what to do if there is a problem.  The 

NSPCC team carried out a whole school 

assembly focusing on knowing who to talk to if 

they do have a worry or concern.  They also led 

workshops with Years 5 and 6 which focused on 

the different forms of abuse and ways to deal with 

these issues in further detail.   

 
The whole school participated in a sponsored 

Maths challenge.  Every child participated, and 

many collected sponsorship money.  Our school 

raised an amazing £1408.81. This is a 

phenomenal amount, which we the school and 

the NSPCC were blown away by the generosity 

shown by you all.  A massive thank you for your 

support.  We know this money will go to 

supporting vulnerable children. 



Ofsted expects attendance of every 

child to be at least 96%. As a school, 

who has always prided ourselves on 

good attendance. 

OUR OWN SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

TARGET  HAS BEEN SET AT 97.2% 

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance 

since  

September 

1st 6W 98.6 

2nd 3H 98.5 

3rd 6M 97.9 

 

Whole School Attendance Overall   

to October 2018  =  

 

97.7% 

Well done to all our pupils! 

 Growth Mindset Nominations 

Well done to all the children below who 

were voted by their class mates for 

demonstrating growth mindset! 

Class 3A: Dollie J, George Mo, George 

Mu 

Class 3H: Olivia H, Ellen S, Thomas F 

Class 4F: Zac G, George H, Layla C,  

 Daniel L 

Class 4HP: Hayden F, Miranda M, 

Vanesa S, Gracie G, Noah C, Brogan B-K 

Class 4T: Freya J, Daisy P, Amy P 

Class 5L: Jasmine C, Max R, Ronnie W 

Class 5S: Jensen T, Yani G, Honey H 

Class 6M: Oscar N, Harry D, Theo O 

Class 6W: Adam B, Isabela H, George S 

Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received a 

Headteacher’s 

award   

Class 3A 

Riley B 

Livia R 

Marcus C 

Holly S 

Logan L 

Jessie K 

Oliver D 

Class 3H 

Emily S 

Preston W 

Spencer M 

Sophia J 

Darcy C 

Spencer M 

Lilly R 

Class 4F 

Henry C 

Francesa B 

Betsie J 

Peyton-Blu S 

Esme H 

Zac G 

Marie K 

Class 4HP 

Evita V 

Chloe B 

Harry B 

Brayden E 

Jessie H 

Brogan B-K 

Stefany D 

Class 4T 

Ruby W 

Isabella B 

Amy P 

Sade M 

Ava L 

Albert B 

Conner P 

Class 5L 

Toby N 

Leon E 

Ben F 

Ryan U 

Daisy M 

Luke M 

Darcey O 

Class 5S 

Ronnie M 

Jensen T 

Leon B 

Kayleigh H 

Honey H 

Aaron D 

Ellie R 

Class 6M 

Erin L 

Malaika G 

Jamie H 

Oscar N 

Sonny H 

James C 

 

Class 6W 

Shubam P 

Aimeee M 

Robyn A 

Ryan C 

Gracie B 

Alfie G 



Date Time Event 

Tues 30th Oct 4-6pm Parent consultation Evening 

Wed 31st Oct  Closing date for secondary school applications 

Thurs 1st Nov 9:30-11:30 (Girls) 

12:45-2:45(Boys) 

CVL Girls / Boys Football—Mayflower 

Thurs 1st Nov 5-8 pm Parent Consultation Evening 

Fri 2nd Nov 9:00 am Class 5S Parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Mon 5th Nov 2pm PTA meeting at Sunnymede Infants School 

Fri 9th Nov AM Remembrance Day Assembly / 2 minutes silence 

Tues 13th Nov All Day Y4 Trip to Science Museum 

Wed 14th Nov 12.15-3.15pm Year 5 Swimming trials 

Thurs 15th Nov 9:30-11:30 Y5/6 Tag Rugby (TBC) 

Fri 16th Nov 9:00am Class 4F Parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Wed 21st Nov 1:45-2:45 pm Y3-6 Sportshall Athletics competition (change of date) 

Weds 21st Nov   Y 4&5 Cake Sale 

Fri 23rd Nov 9:00am Class 5L Parents invited to Celebration Assembly 

Fri 23rd Nov 10am John Baron visit Year 6 pupils 

Tues 27th Nov AM Black History Month ‘House morning’ 

Wed 14th Nov 12.30-3.00pm Year 6 Swimming trials 

Thurs 29th Nov 9:30-11:30 Y3/4 Tag Rugby Learning Festival 

Fri 30th Nov All Day Flu Immunisations 

Thurs 6th Dec 1:45pm Christmas Play Dress Rehearsal 

Fri 7th Dec 3:30pm PTA Christmas Bazaar 

Mon 10th Dec 9:30am Y3 Pupils to watch Infant Christmas Play 

Mon 10th Dec PM Junior Christmas Production (grandparents and younger children) 

Tues 11th Dec 7:00 pm Junior Christmas Production 

Thurs 13th Dec 7:00 pm Junior Christmas Production 

Fri 14th Dec All day Christmas Jumper day Fundraiser 

Fri 14th Dec AM Last day of  Year 4 swimming for this term 

Tues 18th Dec 12:05pm Junior Christmas Lunch 

Weds 19th Dec 10:00 Whole School Carol Concert at Emmanuel Church 

Weds 19th Dec PM Christmas ‘Parties’ 

Weds 19th Dec 3:15pm End of Term 

Wed 20th  Dec   Last day of the autumn term 

  

Fri 5th January 

2019 

  Spring Term Begins 

Below are the dates of key events in the school calendar. 

Please check newsletters, Parentmail updates or ask at the 

school office if you are unsure.  New dates are in bold. 

 

Visit our website for lots more information and photos 

www.sunnymede-jun.ik.org 






