
Reading at 

Sunnymede
How to assist your child 

at home and  encourage

a love of reading.



“The more that you read,

the more things you will 

know. The more that you

learn, the more places

you  will go.” 

Dr Seuss



Reading in Year 5 and 6

Aims

 Outline the importance of reading, including reading aloud

 Share with you how the school promotes reading

 Make suggestions for how you can promote reading at home

 Explain what the teaching of reading entails

 Share strategies to help your child progress and develop their understanding 
of texts

 To understand some of the key reading and comprehension skills children 
need and strategies that can be used to support and develop these

 How to ask appropriate questions to develop children’s understanding in the 
text

 Share recommended booklists 



Reading memories

Do you have a good childhood memory 

about books and reading?

Do you have an unpleasant memory?

Tell the person next to you about both.

It is the conditions and feelings associated 

with your good memory that should be 

recreated for reading with your child.



The Power of Reading 

 Creating a love of reading in children is 

potentially one of the most powerful ways of 

improving academic standards in school.

 There can be few better ways to improve pupils’ 

chances in school, or beyond in the wider world, 

than to enable them to become truly independent 

readers. 

 “Personalised engagement in reading for pleasure 

makes a recordable difference in children’s 

progress, in behaviour, competence, levels of 

knowledge, attitudes and creativity.   (The 

Reading Agency)



‘Reading’ for Pleasure
Reading should be fun – that way they will want to read to you or discuss books with you. 

Here are some tips for parents:

 Positive attitude to books

 Role models with reading

 Books and reading material around the home

 Reading supported and encouraged

 Questions asked about the books read

 Reading initiatives e.g. seeing authors, going to book clubs at the library, run a 

book club with a group of your child’s friends

 Book experiment (encouraging use of kindle, iPads, different genres, 

newspapers, comics)



‘Reading’ for Pleasure

(continued)

 Read regularly with your child

 Read a book together and talk about the story and the characters as you go 
along

 Read to them.  Read them the book that was your favourite when you were a 
child

 Visit the library (school or community) and borrow books you enjoy reading 
together

 Visit book shops/websites and look at recommendations

 Choose subjects that your child prefers - particular topics/genres, factual 
books or stories

 Read words in every day life - not just books!  Read newspapers, signs, menus 
and instructions

Every time you finish a book - do you always choose a harder one next time?



Importance of reading

 Reading is all about acquiring meaning; for enjoyment, information and 
understanding.

 It is a life skill

 Enables your child to access all areas of the curriculum independently.  
Many aspects of the curriculum rely on reading

 It has been proven that children who read often and read a wide range of 
books are better writers

 Enables them to complete comprehension questions and therefore 
increase their understanding of a text on a deeper level

 Broadens and deepens their vocabulary

 Enhances their knowledge and understanding of the world

 Success in reading is fundamental to success in school



What we do at Sunnymede to promote and 

support your children with reading? 

 Reading sessions-VIPERS

 Whole class reading and comprehension

 Reading high quality whole texts for English (shared reading).  We have invested in a good quality 
range of reading materials

 Hearing books read aloud by teachers on a regular basis 

 Reading across the curriculum

 Encourage children to select their own choice of texts (from home/school book boxes, book corners 
or the school library)

 Regular independent reading – individual, group and paired

 Additional 1-1 reading

 Phonics 

 Library visits

 Home/School reading

 Promoting challenges outside of school e.g. the library summer reading challenge



Our children as readers:

What do we want for our children?
 To enjoy and read all kinds of literature with fluency 

 To read with expression and confidence

 To be able to speed read - The more your child reads, the more confident they will 

become at reading quickly.  By encouraging your child to read quickly independently 

will help develop scanning and skimming skills to locate specific information

 To read with understanding (comprehension)

 To be able to summarise what has been read

 To read for information, instruction and pleasure – in different genres and for different 

purposes

 To be able to choose what they would like to read for themselves

 To have reasons for preferences in what they read

 To become critical readers

 To broaden their personal and social horizons

 To develop thinking 



Reading Partnership

 Parents are seen as partners in the development of reading

 Of all the help you can give your child, the most important job you’ll probably 

do is helping with reading.  That is because learning to read is best taught on 

a one-to-one basis, so giving your child a bit of shared reading time every 

day will make a big difference. 

 Children should be reading a range of genres and reading out loud to enable 

them to develop expression, intonation, confidence and fluidity in their 

reading.

 This should not stop even when a child becomes an independent reader.  Even 

in Years 5 and 6, it is still important to listen to your child read aloud!  This 

will develop their confidence in reading and public speaking, along with 

developing their reading stamina.

 Reading underpins everything a child does in school and is directly linked to 

their self-esteem, confidence and achievements as they go through life



Strategies for reading unfamiliar words

 ‘Sound the word out’ – use of phonics

 Break a longer word down into smaller 
chunks/syllables or by looking for little known 
words within the large one

 Leave the word out, read on and re-read the 
sentence

 Educated guess by the context

 Use the pictures!



Strategies for reading unfamiliar words

happy

monkey

polysyllabic

underground

subordinate

differentiate



Strategies for reading unfamiliar words

hap - py (2)

mon - key (2)

un - der - ground (3)

sub - or - din - ate (4)

pol – y – syl – lab - ic (5)

dif – fer – en – ti - ate (5)



What is reading? 

Understanding (comprehension) 

 Being able to read does not mean you understand what 

you read

 Your child might sound like a good reader but not 

necessarily understand what the text means

 The best way to develop understanding is to talk about 

texts

The next slide is easy to read – does anyone understand what 

it means?



I can read really well!

In general, the management of behaviour in 

classrooms is not a function of the techniques of 

directly controlling behaviour-that is, desist style.  

Rather, it is a function of the techniques of creating 

an effective classroom ecology containing such 

variables as having a non-satiating learning 

programme, initiating and maintaining movement 

flow and aiming teacher actions at appropriate 

targets.



Comprehension and decoding

I may have been able to confidently read 

(decode) the previous slide but I didn’t really 

understand it!



What reading entails

Reading requires two skills

Word recognition

(decoding)
 Being able to read is the beginning of 

the skill

 Children learn to read through the 
teaching of phonics and word 
recognition.  

 The ability to recognise words 
presented in and out of context

 The ability to segment and blend 
letter sounds (phonemes) together to 
read words

 Able to use a range of strategies to 
decode words 

 Developing the skill - speed reading 
(fluency)

Understanding 
(comprehension)

 The ability to understand the 
meaning of the words and sentences 
in a text

 The ability to understand the ideas, 
information and themes in a text

 If a child understands what they 
hear, they will understand the same 
information when they read 

 Comprehension skills are taught and 
embedded throughout Key Stage 2

 Shift in emphasis from learning to 
read to reading to learn

 Continues to develop throughout life!

The hearing of reading is NOT the teaching of reading.



Deeper understanding

 The initial comprehension skill that a child learns is retrieval -

recalling information that is directly stated in the text

 The next skills are inference and deduction.  These answers are 

not always obvious in the text but require the child to 

understand the text more deeply. Asking children to work out 

answers by reading between the lines, combining information 

from different parts of the text and by going beyond the 

information given.  Common errors when answering these 

questions are that the child draws too much on personal 

experience and also that they do not have everyday knowledge 

of the world.

 Evaluative and response – thinking about whether a text 

achieves its purpose or making connections with other texts



Retrieval/Literal
(Find it and prove it)

 Where did…..go?

Where did Tom go?

 Which paragraph tells you…?

Which paragraph tells you that bats are nocturnal?

 What did ..… do?

What did Ann do after talking to her aunt? 

 Which words describe…?

Which adjectives did the author use to describe the big house?



Deduction and Inference - what is the 

difference?
(‘Reading between the lines’)

 It could be said that deduction is more factual based, 

whereas inference has an element of guesswork.  

 For example, if the police find a body in the library with a 

knife sticking out, the deduction would be that they have 

been murdered.  The inference would be that someone 

didn’t like them.

 For example: Kensuke’s Kingdom: When water and food 

are left beside Michael the deduction is that someone else 

lives on the island.  The inference is that they care for 

Michael but don’t want him to know anything about them.



Retrieval, inference or deduction?

John had got up early to learn his 

spellings.  He was very tired and 

decided to take a break.  When he 

opened his eyes again the first thing he 

noticed was the clock on the chair.  It 

was an hour later and nearly time for 

school.  He picked up his two books and 

put them in a bag.  He started pedalling 

to school as fast as he could.  However, 

John ran over some broken bottles and 

had to walk the rest of the way.  By the 

time he had crossed the bridge and 

arrived at class, the test was over.

 What was John 

trying to learn?

 How many books did 

John pick up?

 How did John travel 

to school?

 What did John do 

when he decided to 

take a break?



Retrieval, inference or deduction?

Billy was crying.  His whole 

day was spoilt.  All his hard 

work had been broken by the 

wave.  His mother came to 

stop him crying.  But she 

accidentally trod on the only 

tower that was left.  Billy 

cried even more.  “Never 

mind,” said his mother, “You 

can always build another one 

tomorrow.”  Billy stopped 

crying and went home for his 

tea.

• What is the most crucial word 
in this passage?  Why?

• How do we know where this is 
taking place?

• Why is Billy crying?

• What has spoilt his day?

• What work has he been 
doing?

• Why was only one tower left?

• Why is it easy to build one 
tomorrow?

• Why did Billy stop crying?

• What time was it?



Reading the speech, what might you infer?  

Alesha had won the final of the dance 

contest and the audience’s cheers brought 

her to the stage for an encore.  “Every 

step she takes is so perfect and graceful,” 

Cheri said grudgingly, as she watched 

Alesha dance.  



Book Talk 

Discuss with them what they have read.  Encourage your child to:

• discuss unfamiliar and technical vocabulary (assist your child in understanding words they 
have not read before) 

• make detailed predictions at various points in the story, drawing on what has been read so 
far and their knowledge and understanding of the world

• identify different viewpoints in the story.  Put themselves in a character’s shoes and 
understand what is going on from their point of view

• identify and comment on the writer’s purpose and viewpoint and the overall effect on the 
reader

• identify key themes

• explain and comment on about the author’s use of language, intention and choices i.e. why 
the author has chosen the words ‘inky, black sky’?  Why the author has used a certain 
technique e.g. simile

• identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts  

• consider the context in which the book was written (e.g. time and culture)

• make comparisons between books and authors they have read

• summarise the key points of what they have read 

• express their opinions and give evidenced based reasons for them



Ask Questions!

Ask your child lots of questions about the book when they read to you 

and you read to them.  Ask them:

 to explain why they have chosen to read the books they have

 what they think will happen and why they think this (prediction at 

different points in the story)

 to summarise what they have read in ‘30 words’ or ‘two sentences’.  

Summarising succinctly is a tricky skill to learn!

 questions which require a rapid response based on the text

 questions that require more thinking and a deeper understanding

 questions that require an explanation

 questions about the author’s intention and choices

 questions about themes



Explanation

 Children need to practise explaining their answers with 

evidence from the text.

 For example, explain how meaning is enhanced through 

choice of language

 Or explain how information contributes to the overall 

experience

 Remember: PEE.  Point-evidence-explain



Using the front cover of books to 

develop predictions

Looking at the front cover of this 
book:

What do you think the story will be 
about?

What do you think will be the key 
themes?  

Who do you think Mr Tom is?

Where and when do you think the 
story is set?

How might the relationship between 
these characters develop throughout 
the book?



How to support at home.
 Be good role models

 Give reading status and importance by reading every day with your child. Make time to listen to your child read

 Read to your child – they are never too old!

 It is a good idea to share reading aloud as you can model pace, expression and fluency for your child. Model 
reading sentences back.  Use different and funny voices for characters 

 Ensure your child reads a range of high quality texts and a range of genres and authors

 Encourage your child to read a range of texts such as comics, newspapers, non-fiction, plays and poetry

 Encourage your child to read a series of books from a favourite author or books about their interests, especially to 
keep reluctant readers interested in reading

 Use plenty of praise.  Do not criticise when they get it wrong.  Have lots of patience!

 Praise your child when they are reading independently

 Use questioning without ruining the flow of the story

 Do not dwell too much on mistakes or make comparisons with the progress of other children

 Keep positive!

 Use variety of questions focusing on different question stems

 Encourage children to return to the text for answers to questions.  This is an important part of the reading session 
as it enables you to see if they have understood what they have read.

 Emphasise importance of reading skills in accessing the secondary school curriculum  



Vocabulary

What does this word 

mean? Why has the author chosen 

this word to describe the 

character or setting?  

What effect does it have 

on the reader?

Can you find the 

meaning of this word 

in the dictionary?

Find a word with a 

similar meaning to…

Find the word that 

means…

Can you think of your 

own word to describe 

the character or 

setting?

Can you think of a 

word that means the 

opposite to this 

word?



Inference

What was…thinking 

when…

What impression 

of…do you get from 

these paragraphs?How do the 

descriptions of…tell 

you that…

How do these words 

make the reader feel?  

How does this paragraph 

suggest this?

Find and copy a group 

of words which show 

that…



Prediction

Can you make links 

between similar 

stories with similar 

themes?

What is the writer 

trying to make you 

think?  Why?

What can you predict 

will happen in this 

story from the 

cover/illustrations?

What do you think 

this book will be 

about?  Why?

Can you use what you 

know from similar 

texts to predict what 

might happen?

Can I make a sensible 

guess to say what 

may happen?
What will happen 

next and why do you 

think this?

Can you point to the 

part in the text that 

supports your guess 

or prediction?



Explain
What has the author 

used in this text to 

make this character 

funny/sad/angry?

Explain how a 

character has 

changed throughout a 

text

Explain the 

importance of 

characters and the 

setting

Explain why characters 

act in a certain way

Explain who the text 

is for and why it has 

been written

Explain why the text 

has been organised in 

a certain way.

Why has the author 

used…? 

(bold/exclamation 

marks/captions etc.)

Think of another 

word you could use 

here.  What different 

effect would your 

word have?

As a reader, how do you 

feel about your 

character?  What makes 

you feel this way?



Retrieval

The story is told 

from whose 

perspective? What does…do 

when…?

Give one 

example of…

What can you learn 

about…from this 

section?

What happened 

to…?

Who had…?  Who is…?  

Who did…?

How often…? How did…?



Summarise

Can you summarise in 

a sentence the 

opening/middle/end 

of the story?

In which order did 

these events happen?

What was the first 

thing that happened 

in the story?

What does this word 

mean?

What happened after 

the character did…

Can you put the 

events of the story 

in order?



Recommended booklist

 Choose quality and current books for your child to read

 It is a good idea to look out for the winners of national book awards (2019 

winners are in brackets)

 Waterstones Children’s Book Prize (The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q. 

Rauf)

 Sainsbury’s Children’s Book Awards-In partnership with the book trust (The 

Umbrella Mouse by Anna Fargher)

 CILIP Carnegie (The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo) and Kate Greenaway medals (The 

Lost Words by Jackie Morris and Robert Macfarlane)

 The current Children’s Laureate is Cressida Cowell (author of How to Train 

Your Dragon)


