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 27th Feb: Year 6 

Harry Potter trip  

 7th March: World 

Book Day celebration 

 19th and 21st March: 

Parents Consultation 

evenings for Years 3,4 

and 5 

 

Read the back page for 

all  diary dates 

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

At last we can begin to see small signs of spring, with daffodils popping up 

and the evenings getting lighter.  Spring is in the air!  It has been a good start 

to 2019, with lots of hard work and extra-curricular activities to enable pupils 

to learn in an engaging and authentic way, giving them memorable 

experiences.  Our pupils have been learning new skills and it has been lovely 

to see their enthusiasm and passion in various activities, such as fencing in 

Year 5 and African drumming in Year 4.   

We started the term with a big assembly celebrating our improvements in 

attendance over the autumn term.  101 pupils were given a 100% attendance 

certificate for the autumn term, which was an amazing achievement.  This 

equates to 38% of the school.  We hope to get a higher figure for the end of 

the spring term.  We really appreciate the support from families as we work in 

partnership to ensure good attendance for their children.   

During this half term, we have implemented Times Table Rockstars for all 

year groups.  It seems to be having a positive impact with the pupils, helping 

them to learn their times tables in an engaging way.  Perhaps one evening 

you could become a rockstar and compete with your child!  Learning times 

tables is so important as it can be used in many areas of maths.   

Thank you to all the children in Years 5 and 6 for bringing in cakes for the 

cake sale.  It was lovely to see some heart themed cakes, especially made to 

celebrate Valentine’s Day.  All the cakes looked delicious and went down very 

well with everyone on the last day of this half term.  We raised a total of 

£238.23 which will go towards the art project to commemorate the 60th 

anniversary of the school. 

We would like to congratulate Mrs Sykes, who is on maternity leave, for the 

safe arrival of her beautiful baby girl.  We wish her and her family lots of 

happy times with her.   

We hope you have a good half term holiday and take the time to rest, relax 

and have fun. 

 

Learning for a better tomorrow 
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Year 6 
Cake Sale 

 
 
This year’s Year 6 Fairtrade bake sale was an enormous 
success. The children worked exceptionally hard with all the 
preparation: researching Fair Trade recipes, creating 
shopping lists and costings, baking the marvellous treats 
and designing and advertising their stalls. Through the 
generous purchasing of cakes by our parents, we were able 
to raise over £300, thereby reducing the cost for our Harry 
Potter Studio Tours trip next half term.  Well done year 6 
and thank you to everyone for joining and supporting us. 

Windmill Theatre  
 

On Monday 28th January, Year 3 were very lucky to have 
a drama company come in to lead a drama and dance 
workshop with us. This workshop focused on building our 
team work and co-operation skills.  During the morning, 
we played many different games which required us to 
concentrate and listen attentively.  We also learnt a 
dance to a popular song from the film 'Aladdin'.  
Everyone gave this their best effort and the teachers 
were impressed at how quickly we learnt the dance!  It is 
evident that Year 3 have been using their Growth 
Mindsets! 
  
The children said that this morning helped develop their 
concentration and team work skills. One child also 
commented that they feel much better about being able 
to work in a group now. 

Pupil Parliament Update 

Two representatives of our pupil parliament attended the Billericay 
Community Trust Pupil Voice group.  This is a termly meeting for 
representatives from each school in Billericay and gives the pupils an 
opportunity to plan and carry out community projects together.  This year 
the Pupil Voice group have decided to organise an art exhibition at St 
Mary’s Church in Billericay High Street.  Each school will be working with a 
local artist to produce a piece of art that can be displayed at the exhibition.  Over the next few weeks 
members of our school community will be given the opportunity to work with an artist to complete a 
piece of art.  The pupil parliament are also working together to design a new logo for the Billericay 
Community Trust Pupil Voice.  This logo will also be unveiled at the art exhibition on Friday 
22nd March.  

6W French Lesson 
 
On Friday 1st February, 6W dodged the 
snow showers to walk up to Billericay 
School to attend a French lesson.  The 
lesson was delivered by Year 10 French 
students so the atmosphere was very 
relaxed and it was a good way to 
experience being in a secondary school 
classroom.  We learnt about colours and 
sports by playing games.  The sports 
game was quite nerve-wracking as, 
even if you got the right answer, when 
the card was turned over you could find 
that you'd earned minus points!  We all 
got quite competitive but lots of rewards 
were given out so everyone left 
happy.  Libby and Katie said, "The visit 
was good.  We really enjoyed the 
games."  Keira added, "I loved getting 
biscuits as prizes!" 



 

 
Year 6 Parish Cup 

 
On Thursday 17th January, Year 6 boys travelled to 
St Thomas of Canterbury Primary School in 
Thurrock to participate in the second round of the 
Parish Cup football tournament.  It was a very, very 
cold day and a tough match but despite this, our 
boys remained positive and gave their all.  
Unfortunately we lost 3.0.  The boys played so well 
as a team and did us proud.  
 

 
 
 
 

Swimming Gala 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday 23rd January, pupils from Years 5 
and 6 participated in the Billericay swimming gala.  
Our pupils competed in their heats very well, 
demonstrating their hard work on their particular 
swimming stroke.  Overall, Sunnymede came 6th 
out of eight schools. 
 
 

 
 
 

CVL Netball Tournament 
 
 
 

 
We are pleased to say that, for the first time in a 
long time, we have our own netball team!  Every 
Friday morning, before school, the girls have been 
coming to training sessions led by an external 
netball coach.  On Wednesday 9th January, the 
netball team participated in their very first netball 
tournament!  They had a great experience, playing 
against all the local schools.  Despite coming 8th out 
of nine schools, they played really well and won two 
games.  It was lovely to see the girls’ determined 
and enthusiastic attitude and they are already 
looking forward to the next tournament.  Well done 
Sunnymede Netball Team. 
 

Year 6  
Cyber Safety 

Talk 
 
On Friday 8th February, 

Stuart from Essex Police came into Year 
6 to give the children an internet safety 
and cyberbullying workshop. Although 
the message was quite hard hitting, he 
gave the children lots of tips about 
staying safe online, including activating 
their privacy settings, involving their 
parents in their online activity and always 
telling someone if they are upset by 
anything they see or receive online. The 
children listened attentively to Stuart and 
asked some really pertinent questions. 
Have a chat with your child if they are in 
Year 6 and see what they have learnt. It 
was also good to see a number of 
parents come to the after school session 
too.   

Year 3 Home Safety Talk 

On Friday 8th February, Year 3 had a visit 
from a fireman who explained how we can 
prevent fires and how we can keep 
ourselves safe from fires. We looked at 
some of the potential dangers that 
electrical items could cause and how we 
could avoid these dangers. The children 
were very good at spotting the risks in a 
short film and offered plenty of advice 
about how the people in the video could 
have stayed safe. Hopefully, Year 3 went 
home and checked their smoke alarms and 
gave family members some helpful tips 
about how to stay safe if there was a fire! 



Well done to all 

these  

children who have         

received  a 

Headteacher’s award   

Class 3A 

Anya S 

George M 

Dollie J 

Charlotte W 

Will T 

Class 3H 

Peyton G 

Tiffany J 

Thomas F 

Benny E 

 Fraya C 

Class 4F 

Paige H-B 

Darrel B 

 George H 

Amie W 

Daniel L 

Class 4HP 

Erikas S 

Mia F 

Aimee M 

Vanessa S 

Charlie C 

Class 4T 

Felix N 

Davi P 

Jessica T-S 

Lennon P 

Daisy P 

Class 5L 

Pippa D 

Brooke L 

Jessica W 

Ellie M 

Amjad E 

Class 5S 

Alfie H 

Ruby B 

Alex C 

Lola S 

Lucy S-F 

Class 6M 

Emily D 

James E 

Scarlett B 

Thomas B 

Amber C 

 

Class 6W 

Georgie P 

Jake H 

Pippa S 

Keira T 

Adam B 

Year 6 Crucial Crew 

Year 6 took part in the Crucial Crew 
event organised by Basildon 
Council.  Throughout the morning, 
our pupils took part in three different 
sessions focusing on grooming, 
healthy relationships and gangs.  
These impactive and hard-hitting 
sessions developed our pupils’ 
awareness and understanding of 
these prevalent subjects.  Crucial 
Crew’s overall aim is to make pupils 
aware of the very real risks they may 
face and allow them to use this 
awareness and knowledge to make 
better and informed choices and 
decisions in the future.   Our pupils 
were well-behaved and listened well 
to the serious information presented 
to them.   

 Growth Mindset Nominations 

Well done to all the children below who were 

voted by their class mates for demonstrating 

growth mindset! 

Class 3A:  Oliver D, Will T, Alfie M, Riley B, 

Maisie M 

Class 3H: Ava W, Isabel S, Freya L, Kitty S, 

Fraya C 

Class  4F: Darrel B, Lily B, Paige H-B,        

Lucy E, Tommy A   

Class 4HP: Max H, Jessie H, Molly W,        

Noah C, Evita V 

Class 4T: Holly B, Kristen L, Lennon P,      

Sophie W, Ava L, Kaylon  A 

Class 5L: Ruby D, Brooke L. Rez T, Fred A, 

Pippa D 

Class 5S: Harley H-B, Aaron D, Christopher W, 

Aidan M 

Class 6M: Oscar N, Harry D, Theo O,      

Charlie B, Scarlett B 

Class 6W: Aimee M, Jake H, Akram E,         

Alfie G, Jake H 



Feed The Birds 
 
In gardening club, pupils made fat cakes for the birds, which were 
hung up in the trees around the school.  We used bird seed mixed 
with melted lard and let this set.  We even inserted a twig through 
each fat cake so the birds had a little perch to sit on!  Birds love fat 
cakes and at this time of year; they’re just what they need to give 
them energy and keep warm.  We are hoping to recruit more 
members for the gardening club once the weather gets warmer!   

 

RANK 

 

CLASS 

%  

Attendance for first 

half of the 

Spring Term  

1st 3H 98.2% 

2nd 3A 97.7% 

3rd 4F 97.7% 

 

 

Year 5 Firstsite Trip 
 

Monday 4th February saw our Year 5 
children on their long awaited trip. The 
children were excited to be going to an art 
studio and even commented on the 
impressive shape and size of the building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Firstsite staff were extremely welcoming and 
showed each class to their own studio and 
resident artist, before then taking the 
children on a tour of the displayed art. It was 
great to see the children so engaged with art 
ranging from: the Suffragette leader, 
Millicent Fawcett; the changes in society 
over times and Brexit. 
 
The on-hand artists then talked to the 
children about their professions before 
allowing them the opportunity to explore 
their own creativity with paint. Several of the 
techniques employed included painting with 
brooms! 
 
It was a day full of activities and the children 
answered numerous questions about the 
artefacts on display, having found all of the 
information for themselves.  



Below are the dates of key events in the school 

calendar. Please check newsletters, Parentmail 

updates or ask at the school office if you are 

unsure.  

Date Time Event 
Mon 25th Feb All Day Y6 Bikeability Group 1 (additional session on 26th Feb) 

Weds 27th Feb All Day Y6 Harry Potter World Trip 

Weds 27th Feb AM Class 3A Family Dance event at Billericay School 

Thurs 28th Feb All Day Y6 Bikeability Group 2 (additional session on 1st Mar) 

Fri 1st Mar 9:00 am Class 4T Celebration Assembly 

Mon 4th Mar All Day Y6 Bikeability Group 3 (additional sessions on 5th Mar) 

Weds 6th Mar 10:0-12:00 CVL Y5/6 Netball   

Thurs 7th Mar All Day World Book Day 

Tues 12th Mar 9!5-11:30 BSMA choir rehearsal at Buttsbury Junior 

Weds 13th Mar 11:00-12:00 Y3/4 Trampoliing Event for selected pupils 

Fri 15th Mar All Day Red Nose Day—Fundraising for Comic Relief 

Fri 15th Mar PM Choir to sing to Mr Gamble at Abbeyfield House for his birthday! 

Tues 19th Mar 930-11:30 BSMA orchestra rehearsal at Quilters 

Tues 19th Mar 4:00-6:00 pm Y3,4 & 5 Parent  Consultation meetings 

Weds 20th Mar PM Y5&6 Netball Rally at Billericay 

Thurs 21st Mar 5:00-8:00 pm Y3,4,5 Parent  Consultation meetings 

Thurs 21st Mar 9:30-11:30 am Boys CVL Football at Mayflower 

Thurs 21st Mar 12:45-2:45pm Girls CVL Football at Mayflower 

Thurs 21st Mar 2:30 pm Y4 Djembe Drumming Presentation for Parents 

Mon 25th Mar pm Mother’s Day present selling event 

Weds 27th Mar 2:00-3:00 pm BSMA Final Rehearsal  

Weds 27th Mar 7:00 pm BSMA music festival performance at The Towngate Theatre, Basildon 

Thurs 28th Mar 7:00 pm BSMA music festival performance at The Towngate Theatre, Basildon 

Fri 29th Mar 6:30-8:00 PTA Disco 

Fri 29th Mar All Day Y3 Trip to Colchester Castle 

Tues 2nd Apr All Day Y4 Portals From the Past Egyptian Dress up and Activity Day 

Weds 3rd Apr 11:15-12:15 Class 3H to Billericay School for Gymnastics Event 

Weds 3rd Apr 6:30pm Evening Musical Soiree to celebrate 60 years of Sunnymede  Junior School 

Thurs 4th Apr 9:30-11:30 Y5/6 Girls CVL Football at Mayflower 

Thus 4th Apr 12:45-2:45 Y5 Boys CVL Football at Mayflower 

Thurs 4th Apr AM Science House Morning 

Fri 5th Apr AM Y4 Last session of Swimming 

Fri 5th Apr  END OF TERM 

Tues 23rd April 8:50 am SUMMER TERM BEGINS 


